


F O R E W O R D  --- 

Thi s  i s s u e  of t h e  Qua r t e r l y  beg ins  wi th  a  
sermon by t h e  Rev. Robert  EdcMiller, p a s t o r  of Holy 
T r i n i t y  Lutheran Church, Okauchee, Wisconsin,  which 
was d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  seminary g r adua t i on  c l a s s  of  
1984,  Bethany Lutheran Seminary gradua ted  s i x  
s t u d e n t s  on Synod Sunday a f t e rnoon ,  June 17. 
P a s t o r  McMil le r9s  son was one of t h e  g r adua t e s .  

We a l s o  i nc lude  an e x e g e t i c a l  paper  on I s a i a h  
11:6-3 by Rev, Gayl in  Schtneling, p a s t o r  of t h e  
Cottonwood-Tracy p a r i s h ,  H e  shows t h a t  t h e  t r u e  
peace of which t h e  prophet  speaks i s  t h a t  s p i r i t u a l  
peace won f o r  u s  by C h r i s t ,  no t  an e x t e r n a l  peace 
i n  t h i s  world a s  t h e  m f l l e n i a k i s t s  contend. A sym- 
b o l i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  does v io-  
Hence t o  t h e  t e x t .  We a r e  also g r a t e f u l  t o  P a s t o r  
Schmeling f o r  h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  of a  sermon from 
German i n t o  Engl i sh  by D r .  Ceorge S tockhnrd t .  Th i s  
sermon i s  found i n  S t o c k h a r d t ' s  Adventspredigten.  

Another i n s t r u c t i v e  e s say  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  i s  
C l o s s a l a l i a  i n  t h e  New Testament ---- and The Modern 
Charismatic. Mavernent by R e v ,  T.  Michael E l l i o t t ,  
p a s t o r  of F a i t h  Lutheran Church, Camari l lo ,  Ca l i -  
f o r n i a ,  H e  shows t h a t  t h e  tongues spoken of i n  
Acts  and I Cor in th i ans  were f o r e i g n  languages,  not  
e c s t a t i c  u t t e r a n c e s  nor  heavenly languages unknown 
t o  human be ings ,  as the  modern c h a r i s m a t i c s  contend 
Both of the  above-ment ioned pape r s  were d e l i v e r e d  
t a  t h e  General  P a s t o r a l  Conference of t h e  Evangeli-  
c a l  IJutheran Synod h e l d  l a s t  October .  

The annual  Reformation L e c t u r e s ,  sponsored 
j o i n t l y  by Bethany Col lege  and Bethany Seminary 
will be he ld  October 25-26, 1984 i n  Mankato. The 
l e c t u r e r  w i l l  be P r o f ,  Armin Schuetze,  p r e s i d e n t  
of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wisconsin. 
H i s  t o p i c  is: Luther  on Law and Gospel --- with  
S p e c i a l  Reference t o  t h e  T h i r d  Use of t h e  Law. - -.-- __---- 
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SEMINARY GRADUATION SERMON 

by 

Rev, Robert J e  McMillel- 

A c t s  20: 28 

"Therefore t a k e  heed t o  yourselves a n d  t o  
a l l  t h e  f l o c k ,  among which the  Holy S p i r i t  
has made you overseers, t o  shepherd the 
church a f  God which He purchased w i t h  H i s  
own b l  oode 

Dear f r i e n d s  i n  Christ, and especially you 
dear brethren, who  today a r e  marking a memorable 
day i n  your lives as you graduate  from our Evan- 
gel*ical Lutheran Synod's Seminary and p repare  t o  
respond t o  the  cal'js which have been extended t a  
you. I am sure t h i s  day a l s o  b r i n g s  a special 
joy t o  you parents. Indeed, I would l i k e  t o  
share w i t h  you parents some words o f  M a r t i n  Liither 
which seem so appropr i a t e  on th i s  occasion: "You 
shou ld  be hea r t i l y  g l ad  and j o y f u l  t o  rear by 
means o f  your goods and l a b o r  a son who hecomes 
a pious, Christ ian preacher ... ! By so d o i n g  you 
have reared a spec ia l  servant fo r  God, tlay..an 
angel of God, a true b i s h o p  for God, a k i n g  a1-d 
prince in t h e  kingdom o f  C h r i s t ,  and a teacher 
and a light o f  the world among t h e  people o f  God. 
Who w i 4 1  o r  can t e l l  a l l  t h e  honor and value a 
true, f a i t h f u l  pas tor  has before God?" (Keeping 
Children i n  School ,  1530; SL 10, 427 f f )  

Who can t e l l  the v a l u e  of a true, f a i  t h f d  - 
pas to r  before God? Indeed, dear brethren, i t  i s  
our  f e r v e n t  prayer t h a t  these words a re  i nd i ca -  
t i v e  o f  the f a i t h f u l  m i n i s t r y  which,- God's  
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grace, you shall render to the Chief Shepherd, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and to  His precious flock. 
This was also the prayer and admonition which the 
apostle Paul expressed to  the pastors of the 
church in Ephesus when he met with them briefly 
a t  Miletus, as he hurried back to Jerusalem a t  
the end o f  his third missionary journey. Paul 
had l a b o r e d  long in Ephesus, boldly and joyfully 
preaching the unsearchable riches of Christ 
(Eph. 3:W), and now a t  his departure the church 
had called these men to be the i r  pastors. Paul 
al ready krlew t h a t  he was fat-ing imprisonment and 
iilight never return t o  Ephesus, therefore he 
solemnly charges these men w i t h  the RESPONSIBILI- 
TIES AND JOYS OF THE PASTORAL OFFICE. 

i would employ these same words o f  S t .  Pael 
as the solemn charge cf the church t o  each of you 
today as you prepare t o  begin your ministry: 
"Take heed t o  yourselves and t o  a1 l the f l o c k ,  
among which the Holy Spi r i t  has made you overseers, 
to shepherd the church of God which He has p u r -  
chased with His own blood." 

God has now called you six men to serve as 
pastors of H i s  precious flock, for  in every true 
ca l l ,  ordination and instal lat ion we see the work 
o f  the Holy Spi r i t .  T h i s  should be a very corn- 
forting truth to each of you, that that  part of 
Chris t ' s  flock which you will be serving has been 
entrusted to you by the Lord Himself. He has 
chosen you to  be His watchman a t  that particular 
spot on Zion's wall where He has called you. 
I pray you will remember th is  truth throughout 
your ministry, wherever you may serve in the 
years to come. I assure you, i t  will be a special 
source of comfort and strength to you when those 
moments come when you are tempted t o  be discouraged, 
or feel that  the particular problems or challenges 
of your ministry are beyond your strength and 

abi l i ty .  I t  i s  a great source of peace to be 
able to say, "Lord i t  i s  You, and not I ,  who has 
called me to lead and feed Your precious flock in 
th is  place, therefore I boldly ask Your blessing 
and strength for  the ministry You have placed 
before me." 

There i s ,  of course, b u t  one place where 
th is  strength and consolation and blessing of 
Christ i s  found, and that  i s  in His Word. Thus, 
as the apostle urged the pastors of Ephesus, so 
he also urges you who now look forward to the 
beginning of your pastoral ministry, "Take heed 
to yourselves!" No pastor can be a true "Seel- 
sorger," or "keeper of souls," unless his own 
soul i s  d a i l y  nourished and strengthened by the 
Word of God. Therefore, the f i r s t  and greatest 
responsibility of any pastor i s  to continually 
search and study the Scriptures for  his own 
spiritual strength and edification. We too have 
our personal battles to f ight  with our sinful 
flesh; we too face the temptations of the world, 
and our arch enemy, Satan, and i t  i s  only the 
Word of God which can impart to us the fa i th ,  the 
strength and the courage we need for  our own l i f e  
in Christ. Indeed, how can we lead the flock of 
Christ into those green pastures of His Word i f  
we ourselves are n o t  familiar with those valleys 
and meadows and quiet streams of His living Word? 
We also need to daily walk a t  the side of the 
Chief Shepherd of the flock so that He might fur- 
ther instruct and guide us in our holy calling. 

Thus a pastor needs t o  discipline himself so 
that he spends many quiet hours alone with his 
Lord in the Word, not only for sermon and Bible 
study preparation, b u t  simply to l e t  our Lord 
speak to us about our own sins and our need for  
repentance, and to l e t  Him apply the healing 
balm of His grace to our souls. And a goodly 
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portion of those important hours must a lso be 
spent in earnest conversation with our Lord. 
Luther once remarked tha t  the more reponsibil i-  
t i e s  he faced and the more work he had to  do, the 
more time he spent in prayer. This i s  a lesson 
which I confess I had to  learn in my ministry, 
b u t  I happily acknowledge tha t  I have found 
L u t h e r ' s  counsel t o  be true.  Indeed, I would 
say i t  i s  presumptuous fo r  us to  even undertake 
our s tudy  of the Scriptures without offering t h e  
praye- of the Psalmist: Lord, "open Thou nline 
eyes t h a t  I may behold wondrous things o u t  of Thy 
law." (119:18 KJ). Daily fervent prayer should 
he made, o f  course, n o t  only f o r  your own minis- 
t r y ,  b u t  also f o r  t h a t  precious f lock which Christ 
has entrusted to  your care ,  

Mote how Paul reminds us tha t  the f lock  which 
has been entrusted to  ~s i s  not ours, b u t  i t  be- 
longs to  Christ ,  the Chief Shepherd, who bas re- 
deemed i t  with H i s  precious blocd: "Take heed t o  
yourselves and to d l 1  the flock,  among which the 
Holy S p i r i t  has made you overseers, t o  shepherd 
the church o f  God which He purchased with His own 
blood." W i t h  these words Paul a l  so reminds you 
of the second grea t  responsibil i ty tha t  will be 
yours as an  undershepherd of Christ ,  and tha t  i s ,  
t o  f a i t h fu l ly  feed the flock w i t h  the pure and 
unadulterated Word of God. Not t o  share your 
own speculations or opinions, nor  t o  worry about 
the opinions of others,  b u t  t o  proclaim the Law 
t o  awaken those who are  asleep in t he i r  s e l f -  
righteous pride, and to comfort with the Gospel 
sf Christ those, who in sincere repentance rea l ize  
they have nothing to offer  a holy and righteous 
God - except the righteouness of Christ .  Comfort 
them with tha t  Gospel which declares: we are  

y by (God's) grace through the 
emption tha t  i s  in Christ  Jesus." (Romans 324) 
d before a l l  those who long fo r  God's forgive- 

- 4 -  

ness and grace t h e  tender i n v i t a t i o n  of  our Savior, 
"Come t o  Me, a l l  you whc l a b o r  and are  heavy laden, 
and 1 wi l l  g i v e  you rest!" ( M t .  l1:28) As Paul 
counseled h ~ s  ,young co-web-ker, Timothy, "Preach 
the Word! Be ready i n  season a n d  out o f  season!" 
( 2  T im.  42) Preach this  Word f a i t h fu l ly  and 
c'learly! I n  his t r ea t i s e ,  "The Bdbylonian Capti- 
v i t y  o f  the C h u r c h , "  Luther expresses a t ruth  
which every p a s t o r  s h o u l d  have hanging in tha t  
study where he prepares h i s  sermons: " I  shall 
give the truth as I have r e c e i v e d  i t ,  f reely  and 
w i t h o u t  malice.., 1 shal l  gn on working f a i t h fu l ly ,  
so t h a t  before the ;judgment sea t  of Christ  no one 
may cas t  on me the blame fqr his  l a ck  of f a i t h  and 
knowledge o f  the t ru th ."  (SL. 1 9 ,  3Of )  

Then a1 so, i;ry dear I-rretht-et.7, l e t  the joy you 
have experqienced i n  your own heart  a n d  soul 
t h r - o u a h  God's grace 3 1 1  C h r i s t  permeate your 
preaching. Let your preaching 09 the Law demon- 
s t r a t e  t o  suilers the saru-ow you have experienced 
i n  your own heart over your own s i n s .  And l e t  
your preaching of  the Gospel express  the bound- 
less  peace and strength and  joy God's grace i n  
Christ has b r o u g h t  i n t o  your own heart. Good 
preaching must, f i r s t  of a l l ,  be grounded in the 
Word of God, b u t  good preaching m u s t  also come 
from a heart  which ove~f laws  with joyful amazement 
a t  God's grace f o r  a sinner l i k e  me! I recall  
r e a d i n g  many years ago  some words which a s a i l o r  
spoke t o  a preacher who had  asked t h i s  man what 
he considered t o  be good preaching. H i s  reply 
was, "When a nlan takes something warm out of his  
heart and  shoves i t  into mine, I ca l l  tha t  good 
p reach ing , "  (Secret o f  Beautiful Living, p .  35) 
S t ,  Pan? was such a pr-eacher! H i s  heart and his 
preaching overflowed w i t h  the love of Christ .  
Paul never f o r g o t  what Christ had done for  him, 
and  Paul never ceased t o  be amazed t h a t  his Lord 
had chosen him t o  share the t r u t h  3 f  the Gospel 
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y by (God's) grace through the 
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study where he prepares h i s  sermons: " I  shall 
give the truth as I have r e c e i v e d  i t ,  f reely  and 
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he considered t o  be good preaching. H i s  reply 
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p reach ing , "  (Secret o f  Beautiful Living, p .  35) 
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had chosen him t o  share the t r u t h  3 f  the Gospel 



with others. Paul saw his ministry as the  high- 
est honor his Lord could bestow upon him, as he 
reminds us i n  that beautiful letter which he sent 
to these same Christians o f  Ephesus: "To me, who 
am less  than the l eas t  of a l l  the saints, this 
grace was g i v e n ,  that I should preach among the 
G e n t i l e s  the unsearchable riches o f  Christ. " 
(Eph. 3 : 8 )  

And so we see haw our Lard hds wonderfully 
b lended  t h e  joys o f  the ministry w i t h  its re- 
sponsibilities. There truly i s  no greater joy 
than to see t h e  fruits o f  t h e  Gospel in t h e  lives 
o f  those  to whom you minister; to witness the 
f a i t h ,  the peace, and the strength it i m p a r t s  to 
their hearts. This i s  part o f  t h a t  joy o f  b e i n g  
an "undershepherd" o f  Christ, which Paul refers 
t o  when he writes: "The Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church o f  God." I love 
Luther's exposition of this word "overseer" in h i s  
commentary on I Peter, where he w r i t e s :  "It i s  
derived froin the 1 i t t l e  word EPISKOPOS, which i n  
Serman i s  EYN F O R S E H E R  or WECHTER, a man who 
watches o r  guards and looks round about  him t a  
see what everyone needs .... I f  someone i s  weak, 
he must help a n d  comfort .  I f  someone f a l l s ,  he 
must buoy him up, ztc., in order that that Chris- 
tian may be adequately provided for i n  body and 
s o u l . "  (American Edition, Voi. 30, p. 135) 
Indeed,  t h i s  i s  why our Lord, i n  H i s  wisdom and 
compassion, has instituted the office o f  the 
minis t ry ,  so Cha t  there might be faithful under- 
shepherds to comfort, strengthen, cheer and gu ide  
H i s  p rec ious  flock on earth. 

T h i s  i s  a l s o  why a pastor 's  ininistry cannot 
be limited to laboring faithfully in his s tudy,  
b u t  he n ~ u s t  also visit the homes o f  h i s  members 
and share t h e i r  burdens and joys. The Chief 

Shepherd knows a l l  of His sheep by name, and so 
those o f  us who are His undershepherds should 
also s t r i v e  to personally know those whoin Christ 
has entrusted to our ca re  and ministry. I t  i s  
through such personal pas to r ing  that we are  a b l e  
t o  c lear ly  see the  needs of our f l o c k  - the 
grieving widow who has recently lost her husband, 
the lonely child, who finds himself fatherless 
or mother1 ess; those young Christian men and 
women who are  struggl ing daily w i t h  the t e ~ i i p t a -  
tions o f  this humanistic and hedonistic socie ty  
in which we live. They are all l o o k i n g  f o r  the 
guidance and strength to honor and serve Christ 
with t h e i r  l i v e s ,  but they need a pastor t o  take 
them by the hand and lead them i n t n  that Word 
where such power and s t r e n g t h  a r e  found. T assure 
you, some of t he  greatest joys of your ministry 
will be experienced in t h o s e  gentle smiles o f  
gratitude and in those warm handclasps you receive 
on -a Sunday morning from those members o f  your 
flock whom you have counseled and comforted w i t h  
the  Word during t h e  previous week. 

To be sure, t h e  min is t ry  also has its bur- 
dens, f o r  as S t .  Paul repeatedly reminds us 
( I  Cor. 1 ; P h i l .  1 ) ,  as members o f  the Body o f  
Christ we mus t  share the sufferings o f  our Lord, 
and the shepherd of the f lock  i s  often the target 
o f  some o f  S a t a n ' s  most painful at tacks .  Yet, 
the joy o f  knowing we are able to serve our Lord 
and Redeemer; that we are able to share H i s  
grace with others through H i s  holy Word, far 
outweighs any burdens o f  this office to which 
you have been called, 

My dear brethren, as our Lord now entrusts 
t o  your care a portion of t h a t  p rec ious  flock 
which We has purchased with i-lis own blood,  it i s  
my prayer, the prayer o f  all who have taught you 
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a t  t h i s  seminary, and t h e  p rayer  o f  a l l  i n  Zion, 
t h a t  you w i l l  be f a i t h f u l  undershepherds, guard- 
i n g  t h e  f l o c k  and g u i d i n g  i t  i n t o  t h e  sav ing 
t r u t h  o f  t h e  Gospel ! The Lo rd  r i c h l y  b l e s s  you r  
o l i n i s t r i e s ,  and may you serve H i m  w i t h  t h e  j o y  
o f  knowing t h a t  "when t h e  Ch ie f  Shepherd appears, 
you w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  crown o f  g l o r y  t h a t  does n o t  
fade away." ( I  Peter, 5:4)  Amen. 

(A1 1  S c r i p t u r e  quo ta t i ons  a r e  f rom t h e  NKJ, un less  
o therw ise  i n d i c a t e d )  

The Secre t  o f  B e a u t i f u l  L i v i n g ,  Rev. Oswald Riess - 
CPH, 1953. 

--  Rev. M c M i l l e r  i s  p a s t o r  o f  
Ho ly  T r i n i t y  Lutheran Church, 
Bkauchee, Wisconsin 

An Exeget ica l  Study o f  Isaiah 11: 6-9 

I n  order t o  understand t h i s  sec t ion  of Scrip- 
tu re ,  we need t o  take a look a t  the  general  context 
of I s a i a h  11. I s a i a h  wr i t e s ,  "Then a shoot w i l l  
spring from the  stem of Jesse  and a branch from 
H i s  r o o t s  w i l l  bear f r u i t . "  ( I s a i a h  11:l NASB) 
I s a i a h  sees  the  house of David i n  very humble c i r -  
cumstances. The famous family of ~ e s s e ,  which i n  
David's and Solomon's time was l i k e  a mighty cedar 
t r e e  overshadowing t h e  nat ions ,  i s  here  seen a s  
only a stump. A l l  i ts green f o l i a g e  and l i f e  a r e  
gone. Nevertheless, out of t h i s  stump comes f o r t h  
a f r e s h  green Branch. A weather-beaten t r e e  with- 
out  l i f e  o r  power produces a v i t a l  l i v i n g  Shoot. 
T h i s , i s  not  a n a t u r a l  happening. . This is  a miracle 
of God. So it  was a t  t h e  time of Augustus' decree. 
The house of David was nothing but a stump. Yet 
the  v i r g i n  conceived and bore a Son c a l l i n g  H i s  
name Immanuel. The Branch indeed was growing. 

On Jesus  Chr i s t ,  who i s  t h i s  Branch, the  Holy 
S p i r i t  was poured out  i n  a l l  H i s  f u l l n e s s  p ic tured 
here  a s  the  sevenfold S p i r i t .  This  outpouring 
r e f e r s  t o  H i s  human nature ,  f o r  as  God He always 
possesses these  a t t r i b u t e s .  We a r e  reminded t h a t  
the  whole f u l l n e s s  of the  Godhead dwells i n  Jesus  
i n  bodily form. ( I sa iah  11:2) 

Having completed H i s  work of redemption and 
having e levated  t o  t h e  pos i t ion  of power a t  the  
r i g h t  hand, Jesus  does not  decide by what He sees  
or  hears,  but with r ighteousness He judges t h e  
poor, He i s  con t ro l l ing  a l l  th ings  i n  the  universe 
f o r  the  good of H i s  Holy Church, the  poor i n  hea r t .  
He is  holding H i s  l i t t l e  f l o c k  gathered from the  
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fou r  winds i n  H i s  l ov ing  arms. The person,  how- 
ever ,  who r e j e c t s  J e s u s  w i l l  be s l a i n  by the Word 
of H i s  mouth, ( I s a i a h  11:3-5) 

Now i n  t h i s  con t ex t ,  t h e  Prophet  con t inues :  
Verse 6a 

. . 
And t h e  wolf w i l l  dwel l  wi th  t h e  lamb and t h e  
leopard  w i l l  l i e  down wi th  t h e  k i d .  

VOCABLE NOTES , .. 

) c o r r e l a t i v e  wi th  Qal Perfect  3 M S 
of 7 ) >  " t o  so journ ,  t o  dwel l  f o r  

' a time": LXX crul~Bonxn-4ficr~.ror ,~ Fu tu re  
Pas s ive  Xnd. 3 S ,  

M s noun "wolf" ( the  r o o t l N  1 " to  
d r i v e  away and desp ise" ) :  LXX 6 Adnos. 

M S noun "lamb": LXX 6 Crpiv. .. E . )  * 0 

M S noun "leopard" ( t h e  r o o t  7 r;) 3 .. " t o  s h i n e ,  t o  g lean ,  g lo s sy  coat  of 
@ 

t h e  leopard") :  LXX 6 ndp6ahcS. 

7 7 .)\ M S noun "kid" ( t h i s  word i s  most 
l i k e l y  from a r o o t  meaning t o  c u t  

* 01- shearq ' )  : LXX 6 ; b ~ ' p o  s . 
7 Qal P e r f e c t  3 M S o f J  27 " t o  s t r e t c h  

Y onese l f  o u t ,  t o  l i e  down": LXX 
r g o  a u v a v a n a d a ~ ~ c ~ ~  Fu tu re  Middle Ind. 

3 S " t o  r e s t ,  t o  f i n d  rest," 

Not ice  t h a t  t h i s  v e r s e  beg ins  with the waw c o r r e l a -  
t i v e  and t h e  perfect  verb f o m .  The waw l i n k s  this 
ve rb  t o  the ve rb  farms i n  the p rev ious  verses i n  a 
c o r r e l a t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T h e  ve rb  farms are co- 
e x i s t e n t  and related 1-ogical ly  by i n h e r e n t  and 
permanent coo rd ina t i on .  ( 3 ,  W. Watts, _A Survey 

3 p e  5 4 . )  

- l C  - 

Because o f  t h i s  there i s  no reason t o  assume t h e  
peace spoken af i n  Isa iah 4136-9 i s  success ive  
i n  t i m e  t o  t h e  fo rego ing  verses, Th i s  peace 
occurs  i n  Ch r i s t ' s  N e w  Testament kingd~m, His 
Church, I n  f a c t  v e r s e s  1-10 of chap t e r  11 all 
begin  with wan c o r r e l a t i v e  and do no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
show any t i m e  sequence, The peace of these v e r s e s  
is  cae~iste~e w i t h  t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e  Branch a t  
Wet%a%ehem Ephrathah,  The Church i s  n o t  waiting 
f o r  this peace it? the  f a r  future!  b u t  i t  has it 
r i g h t  now. Isa iah 11 : l -5  p o r t r a y s  Messiah, t h e  
Ring of Peace,  and Isa iah I'll: 6-9 p o r t r a y s  H i s  
kingdom of peace, 

Throughout t h i s  s e c t i o n  t h e  names of t h e  
animals  a r e  g iven  wi thout  t h e  d e f i n i t e  a r t i c l e  
and y e t  %hey are  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  though t h e  d e f i n i t e  
a r t i c l e  is p r e s e n t ,  T h i s  i s  t h e  g e n e r i c  u s e  of 
the  nsun.  The Prophe t  i s n ' t  speaking of a w o l f  
and a lamb bu t  about  the whole c l a s s  of t h e s e  
animals , 

X n  v e r s e  6a there  is  an i n t e r e s t i n g  chiasmus. 
L i t e r a l l y  i t  reads, "and w i l l  dwell t h e  wolf wi th  
the  I.amb and t h e  leopard  w i t h  t he  k i d  w i l l  l i e  
dow'xet' The verb is  f i r s t  i n  t h e  beg inn ing  ph ra se  
w h i l e  l a s t  i n  t h e  second ph ra se ,  Th i s  i n t r o v e r t e d  
word order  i s  one o f  t h e  charac te r i s t i cs  of Hebrew 
poet ry ,  

The p i c t u r e  here i s  peace i n  n a f u r e ,  Are t h e r e  
any greater mortal enemies t h a n  t he  wolf  and t h e  
lamb, the leopard  and the  k i d ?  These p r e d i t o r y  
animals  a r e  t h e  age-old adversaries of t h e  domestic 
animals, Here, however, t h e  o l d  h o s t i l i t y  i s  re- 
moved, The lamb,  whs l i v e s  i n  f e a r  sf t h e  wol f ,  
now e n t e r t a i n s  t he  w01.f i n  h i s  dwel l ing ,  The 
l eopa rd ,  which i s  e q u a l l y  as f e r o c i o u s  as t h e  wolf ,  
l i e s  down w i t h  t h e  k i d ,  t h e  animal i t  normally 
would have devoured, The o l d  enmity  is  gone. 



fou r  winds i n  H i s  l ov ing  arms. The person,  how- 
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. . 
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VOCABLE NOTES , .. 

) c o r r e l a t i v e  wi th  Qal Perfect  3 M S 
of 7 ) >  " t o  so journ ,  t o  dwel l  f o r  

' a time": LXX crul~Bonxn-4ficr~.ror ,~ Fu tu re  
Pas s ive  Xnd. 3 S ,  

M s noun "wolf" ( the  r o o t l N  1 " to  
d r i v e  away and desp ise" ) :  LXX 6 Adnos. 

M S noun "lamb": LXX 6 Crpiv. .. E . )  * 0 

M S noun "leopard" ( t h e  r o o t  7 r;) 3 .. " t o  s h i n e ,  t o  g lean ,  g lo s sy  coat  of 
@ 

t h e  leopard") :  LXX 6 ndp6ahcS. 

7 7 .)\ M S noun "kid" ( t h i s  word i s  most 
l i k e l y  from a r o o t  meaning t o  c u t  

* 01- shearq ' )  : LXX 6 ; b ~ ' p o  s . 
7 Qal P e r f e c t  3 M S o f J  27 " t o  s t r e t c h  

Y onese l f  o u t ,  t o  l i e  down": LXX 
r g o  a u v a v a n a d a ~ ~ c ~ ~  Fu tu re  Middle Ind. 
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3 p e  5 4 . )  

- l C  - 
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l eopa rd ,  which i s  e q u a l l y  as f e r o c i o u s  as t h e  wolf ,  
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would have devoured, The o l d  enmity  is  gone. 



What a wonderful p i c t u r e  of t h e  peace i n  Mess i ahPs  
kingdom, 

them. " 

VOCABLE NOTES 

f y 3 with M S noun "ca l f  ( the  r o o t  f a  Y 
&fa e D  B " t o  r o l l B 8 ) :  LXX ~b ~ c a a ~ d p ~ a v .  
@ P 

M s noun "young l i o n "  : LXX 6 X Cwv . , 3 7 M S noun " f a t l i n g "  ( t h e  roo t  N 7r) 
: " t o  be fat, t o  be wel1. fed"') : 

LXX 6 raGpos " b u l l ,  ax," 

1 7 TI 7 Adverb "together": LXX ;pa. 
3 - z -  

Qal Act ive  P a r t i c i p l e  of h 3 3 
h 2 ' 3  e a " t o  dr ive ,  t o  conduct,  t o  keep t o  

t h e  road, t o  %ead.'"n Hebrew t h e  
p a r t i c i p l e  shows cont inuous a c t i o n :  
LXX ~ F ; E L  Future  Act ive  End, 3 S 
" t o  drive,  t o  lead , ' "  

The Septuagin t  ha s  a few v a r i a n t  r ead ings  i n  
t h i s  verse.  Rah l f s '  Ed i t i on  of t h e  Septuagin t  
r e a d s ,  "and t h e  c a l f  and t h e  ox and t h e  l i o n  will 
feed together" ( ~ o o x n ~ f i o o v - r a ~  Future  Passive 
and.  3 P I ,  " to  feed toge the r " ) ,  The verb " t o  f eedPf 
seems t o  be added h e r e  t o  make the  phrase pa ra l l e l .  
wi th  the  f i rst  phrase  of the  v e r s e  which i n  the 
S e p t u a g i n t  reads, ""and t h e  wolf w i l l  f eed  cogether  
wi th  t h e  lamb, e tc , "  I n  t h e  c r i t i c a l  eomenta ry  of 

a ,  Jesaia t h e r e  - 
n t h i s  reading 

N 7 Q 9 "and t h e  f a t l i n g "  i s  taken as9K ') 
"they w i l ' l  f eed . "  This  i s  the  o r i g i n  of t h e  fix 

note " the  calf and t h e  l i o n  w i l l  f e ed , "  S t i l l  
ano ther  var iant  i n  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  comen ta ry  i s  a 
reading which t a k e s  ) y  _' as 9 7 2 Qal 
Irrnperfect 3 %a $1. sf T R 7 " to  be t o g e ~ h e r ~ "  
T h i s  i s  what Beck seems t o  be fo l lowing  %hen he 
t ranslates ,  "a c a l f ,  a young l i o n ,  and a fattened 
animal w i l l  be t oge the r , "  These varianks are  a 
misreading a f  the Hebrew t e x t  o r  show a l a c k  of 
understanding of t h e  Hebrew t e x t ,  Therefore  khe 
Masoret ic  t e x t  i s  p r e f e r r e d ,  

Here therz are i n t e r e s t i n g  comparisons, A 
young strong l i o n  is  i n  the  middle ,  Notice the  
t ex t  u ses  t h e  word 7 9 3 "young Lion" no t  some 
t o o t h l e s s  o l d  flea-bag, On e i t h e r  s i d e  of h i m  are  
wonderful t h ings  t o  e a t ,  What would meet h i s  
fancy more than  tender  v e a l  and $4 7 0  "a fat- 
l i n g  ox" f e d  t o  pe r fec t ion .  The l i o n  ~ h o u l d  be 
l i c k i n g  h i s  chops and planning the  dinner m e n u ,  
Bogs he s e i z e  them? No, they  walk together  as 
f r i e n d s ,  Even more amazing, a young c h i l d  leads 
them, Anyone wha has any con tac t  w i th  d a i r y  farms 
knows tha t  the farmer i s  always concerned t h a t  h i s  
l i t t l e  ones are no t  trampled i n  %he stockyard and 
these a r e  tame animals ,  Yet the  l i t t l e  one i n  t h i s  
verse l e a d s  not  only t h e  domestic b u t  a l so  the  wild 
animals ,  H e  l e a d s  without  f e a r  i n  perfect  s a f e t y ,  

There is paral1elisn.l h e r e  with t h e  condi t ions  
i n  the  c r e a t i o n  be fo re  the fall. I n  the wor ld ,  
undis turbed  by s i n ,  there was peace and harmony, 
According t o  Genesis 1:26 man was t o  r u l e  aver $he 
creation and here even a small c h i l d  leads the  
animals, I n  Genesis 2: 19-20 t h e  animals r ecogn ize  
Adaraa as t h e i r  l o r d  and peace fu l ly  g a t h e r  around 
him r e c e ~ ~ i n g  t h e i r  names, so h e r e  the  beasts 
gather around t h e  e h i l d  and fo l low his l e a d ,  In 
Genesis 1 ~ 3 8  only  v e g e t a t i o n  was assigned t o  the  
animals  f o r  t h e i r  food,  Likewise i n  t h i s  verse 
the  animals do not  devour each o t h e r ,  and i n  verse 7 
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the  animals do not  devour each o t h e r ,  and i n  verse 7 



we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  Pion w i l l  eat s t r aw  a s  t h e  ox. 
Th i s  p a r a l l e l i s m  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  peace between 
God and man, l o s t  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  w f 4 1  be restored i n  
t h e  Stem of J e s s e ' s  r u l e  of peace, The f i r s t  Adam 
l o s t  t h i s  wonderful peace through s i n  bu t  t h e  
Second Adam, J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  r e s t o r e d  i t  by H i s  
dea th  and r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  These v e r s e s  us ing  poe- 
t i c  language a r e  say ing  t h e  very  same th ing  t h e  
ange l s  s a i d  t h a t  f i r s t  Holy Night ,  "Glory t o  God 
i n  t h e  h ighes t  and on e a r t h  peace, good w i l l  
toward men. (Luke 2: 14 KJV) 

verse 7 /r" 1;[9?7lq77?1 . . T'T0: iT. n7!'$7m . . '931 3 j 7 ~  
: 13p-5>8; * .  7233 q781 . . 

"Also t h e  cow and t h e  bear  will graze ,  
t oge the r  t h e i r  young w i l l  lie down and 
t h e  l i o n  w i l l  e a t  s t r aw  a s  t h e  ow, 

VOCABLE NOTES 

3 7 9 F S noun " h e i f e r ,  cow." The word 
T T i s  used i n  Pl-baroahgs dream Genesis  

4 ~ 2 :  LWI 6 B O G S *  

$f' M S noun "bear" (Poss ib ly  t h e  r o o t  
i s 2 2  7""t move g e n t l y ,  to g l i d e ,  
t o  move slowly," the  bear has a 
g l i d i n g  motion o r  movement) : 
L,XX 6 ?I 6pwos ,  

y J) Qal Imperfect  3 F P I  of 7 y ?  
I t  a t . t o  g raze ,  t o  t end ,  t o  pas ture . "  

* 
Thi s  verb i s  feminine p l u r a l  a l though 
one of t h e  s u b j e c t s  is mzseulfne,  En 
Hebrew animals  which are s t rang and 
courageous are u s u a l l y  regarded  as 
masculine whereas those tha t  are 
weaker are considered feminine-  Here 
t h e  word bear  may have a feminine 
fo rce .  (Edward 9 .  Young, -- The Book of 
I s a i a h ,  Vo%. I ,  p, 389): 
LXX B O ~ N ~ S ~ G O V T Q L .  

-1 Qal Imper fec t  3 M P I  o f 7 1  7 " t o  
6, : * l i e  down": LXK i r r o v r n ~  Future  Mid. 
e 

Znd, 3 P I ,  Mere t h e  LXX r eads  " t h e i r  
young w i l l  be toge ther"  r a t h e r  than  
" l i e  down. t oge the r  ." 

- 3 7 "  7 iil P 1  noun of 71 2 "boy, young one" 
9 Q 3 .. : - w i t h F P I ~ u f f i k , '  

;;7 1 3 ~  M S n o u n W l i o n . "  T h i s w o r d n n d 7 ? d  
a --. are  t h e  most common words f o r  a d u l t  * 

3 M noun " c a t t l e ,  ox, herd": 
LXX h A sons. 

I n  verse 6 t h e  firsk verb  i s  p e r f e c t  and then 
i n  t h e  second phrase t h e  imperfect  i s  used which 
cont inues  through verse  7 ,  The main d i f f e r e n c e  
between t h e  t w o  tenses i n  Hebrew is  t h a t  t h e  pe r -  
f e c t  describes completed a c t i o n  whi le  t he  imperfect  
d e s c r i b e s  inco~nple ted  action, The imperfec ts  here  
are  f requenta tbve  imperfec ts  showing r e p e t i t i v e  
o r  cont inuous a c t i o n ,  None of t h e  Engl ish t r ans -  
l a t i o n s  of t h e s e  verses made any d i s t i n c t i o n  be- 
tween t h e  tenses because t h i s  would l e a d  t o  a very  
cumbersome t r a n s l a t i o n ,  However, L i t e r a l l y  ver-  
ses 6 and 7 r s a d  thus, "and t h e  wolf w i l l  dwell  
w i t h  t h e  lamb and t h e  leopard  w i l l  be accustomed 
ts l i e  down with t h e  k id ,  and t h e  c a l f  and t h e  
young L ion  and the F a t l i n g  t o g e t h e r ;  and t h e  young 
c h i l d  l e a d s  them, Also  the  cow and t h e  bear  w i l l  
c o n t i n u a l l y  g raze ,  t oge the r  t h e i r  young w i l l  be 
accustomed t o  l i e  down and t h e  L ion  w i l l  always 
eat straw a s  the ox,'" 

The f e r o c j o u s  bear g r a z e s  i n  green p a s t u r e s  
irri611 t h e  cow. Thei r  young rest t o g e t h e r ,  Even 
t h e  l i o n  ea ts  vege t ab l e  ma t t e r  as be fo re  t he  f a l l .  
I s a i a h  sees that Messiah's Advent will cause t h i s  
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L,XX 6 ?I 6pwos ,  

y J) Qal Imperfect  3 F P I  of 7 y ?  
I t  a t . t o  g raze ,  t o  t end ,  t o  pas ture . "  

* 
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one of t h e  s u b j e c t s  is mzseulfne,  En 
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masculine whereas those tha t  are 
weaker are considered feminine-  Here 
t h e  word bear  may have a feminine 
fo rce .  (Edward 9 .  Young, -- The Book of 
I s a i a h ,  Vo%. I ,  p, 389): 
LXX B O ~ N ~ S ~ G O V T Q L .  

-1 Qal Imper fec t  3 M P I  o f 7 1  7 " t o  
6, : * l i e  down": LXK i r r o v r n ~  Future  Mid. 
e 

Znd, 3 P I ,  Mere t h e  LXX r eads  " t h e i r  
young w i l l  be toge ther"  r a t h e r  than  
" l i e  down. t oge the r  ." 

- 3 7 "  7 iil P 1  noun of 71 2 "boy, young one" 
9 Q 3 .. : - w i t h F P I ~ u f f i k , '  

;;7 1 3 ~  M S n o u n W l i o n . "  T h i s w o r d n n d 7 ? d  
a --. are  t h e  most common words f o r  a d u l t  * 

3 M noun " c a t t l e ,  ox, herd": 
LXX h A sons. 

I n  verse 6 t h e  firsk verb  i s  p e r f e c t  and then 
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The f e r o c j o u s  bear g r a z e s  i n  green p a s t u r e s  
irri611 t h e  cow. Thei r  young rest t o g e t h e r ,  Even 
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I s a i a h  sees that Messiah's Advent will cause t h i s  



peat? between God and man cu lmina t ing  i n  the  New 
Heaven and Earth concerning which R e  used almost 
t h e  same imagery,  "@The wolf and the  lamb s h a l l  
graze t oge the r ,  and t h e  l i o n  s h a l l  e a t  straw Pike 
t h e  ox; and d u s t  sha l l  be t h e  serpent's foodB 
They shall do no e v i l  o r  harm i n  all bly h o l y  
Mountain , '  s a y s  the  L o r d e s ~ ( I s a i a h  6.5~25 NASB) 

Verse 8 ns . AT +-$9 $.. ? ~ d / *  ygyp! 
7% I+ + 77: ibl I + 9j i~sg anl:tzp '$pi 

hand on t h e  -- den of t h ~ ~ e n e m o  

VOCABLE NOTES 

7 C c r r e l a t i v e  w i ~ ~ b  PPilpel Perfec t  
.hi 9% :/I 3 . , of 3 M u F 8 t o  take d e l i g h t  in ,  

t o  make s p o r t ,  t o  p l a y , "  ( P s a l m  119: 76, 
Isaiah 66: 3-21 : the LLY d r o p s  t h i s  word 
from i t s  translation. 

7 Qal Act ive  P a r t i c i p l e  of P 3 " t o  
e3 ,3 suck." Here as t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  i t  is 

"the sucking one, c h i l d ,  i n fan t "  : 
LXX na1-,6r:ov v n ' x ~ o v .  

1 71 M S noun c o n s t r u c t  of  7 '2 "hole'': 
@'* LXX fi ~ p & y h n .  

7 g M S noun "a venomous s e r p e n t  enbra": 
* LXX A &crnL"s. 

JI 2 9 D F S noun cons t ruc t  of;)!.) N%)" l igh t  
ho le ,  den of a viper," (The r o o t  
'1 ) N " t o  be l i g h t " )  : 

LXX6 v a i a q  "bed,$'  

q 3 7 y g 7 M S noun "venomous v i p e r . "  (The r o o t  
: 3 9 X " t o  h i s s " )  : L X X  ?, &onis .  

- 3.6 - 

f ()a1 P a s s t i r e  13ar f . i i ip ie  "r~earlcd one" 
p froin f -0 $ " i l e . 3 ~  ; ,:I i\i; I r a  wean. t o  

r i p e n ,  " "Qheil :i.lc =breib f 3 is u s e d  
w i t h  a Ee--.' ti1,d_-{-i].If " e ~ ~ l j j  ~ ~ 2 t  ~31.' in t h e  pas- 
s i v e  in spealeing of i;i?e :reIatic)17ship 
beeween 'mot-her a n d  c h : i l d , '  it means 
t o  wean t h e  clnJ!.d frosr; -its mstlierBs 
mi lk  ( I s a i a h  28: 91 ,  ~~ jh - j ch  was done a t  
r l  
C..IPC e ~ l d  0i' a i>:,:~sj.;lg - p c r i o c j  .. i.tf abou t  
t h ? " ~  ;7ea~ c " ( C ,  J ;  Eocterweck, an$ 
He?,.mc:r Ri.ngg--.~:~;, Ti;eljlrlg j j c ~ l  ion- 
a r y  of t h e  G2-d Testan!c*n:i, V o l e  111, -- -- -- . .- 

7 7 jq Q.1 I'cl:fecr 3 M 5 o C T 7  7' ;T " t o  s t r e t c h  
T r o ~ ~ t  6f1e h;::~;j a ii <'I% i s 2s a Hap3.x aego- 

mp.l:.. . ,- . I '  Fu-i:i;re j i c t i v e  

I n d ,  3 S ,  

B e l  if z s c h  iil his ccsmrnci. r ~ l - J -  t r a n s l a t e s  t h e  
second phrase ''pild tl:e wean~d cli i l  d s t - r e t c h e t h  h i s  
hand toward the p u p i l  c t h e  b a s  i 7 isice ! ? a 7 4  HP 
i s  understood as t h e  i i g b t  oL t h e  eye, t h i  r v e b > l l .  
 he g l a n c e  of s e r p e n t s ,  and  i n  particular of 
basilisks, was regartie2 a s  p n r a 3 y s i n g  and f a s c i n a t -  
i ng  - t h i s  t e r r i z i c  h u c ; - ' l ~ ; r ~ c s ~  of serpents has now 
ceased, t h e  basil i s 2  h a s  I:?ecil.~ne so g2ntle f h a t  i t  

l e t s  c h i l d r e n  icui:h i t s  sp:qrkl i ; ~ g  i.yp3 as though 
t h e y  were p r e v i c ~ ~ ~ s  ~ c o - 1 ~ : ;  :3-:~11;7, - De? ~ E Z S C ~ ,  

BibIiea2- Gommcntarv on If'?? f : - : 5 . - - ~  - 
. ---- ------. - _ , -.-- - - _ -  ... - ~Lt*!-s~Lbsaiah. 

Vol. I, p. 250.) Chis v ie r ;  La re jec ted  by most 
translators b e c a ~ s e  it d b s a g ; - e ~ s  w i t h  t h e  Ancient 
Versions which read "her? or rJe~1 of t k i e  siiake," 
A l s o  Dclitzsch' s vier* destrox7s tlie paraiLel ism wi th  
t h e  f i r s t  p h r a s e ,  which spe ,aks  o f  playing on t h e  
h o l e  of t he  c o b r a ,  

Psaiali is desi- r .4pt- ion a! se2re  ilerr reaches i t s  
cliinax. 'The c h i l d ,  s t i :  l , i r i .  ~ i i ~ f i .  pi:xys with.  
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d e l i g h t  on the  $ole of the cobra.  The  mood o f  the  
verb form 3 &u '' to  play" i s  P i l p e l  a va r i a t i on  
o f  the P i e l  showing t h i s  is i n t e n s i v e  a c t i o n ,  The 
c h i l d  r e a l l y  en joys  p lay ing  there, The weaned 
c h i l d ,  one b a r e l y  t h r e e  years o l d ,  s t i c k s  his hand 
i n  t h e  viperas den wanting t o  p l ay ,  These c h i l d r e n  
do nsc cause t h e i r  rnochers heart f a i l u r e ,  No, t he  
mothers calmly a l low them t o  cont inue  t h i s  harmless 
? l a p ,  

Verse 9 

They will n e i t h e r  h u r t  nor destroy OW. a1JI.g- , -------- 
h o l y  mountain, f o r  the earth w i l l  be IJ.? of -------- 
----- f Yahweh as t he  w ~ ~ g j ; ~  8x2- - 
cover ing  the  sea, ------ ----- 

VOCABLE NOTES 

y a/ 4 
HHiphil I m p e r f e c t  3 M i?l o f 3  Y 3 

r e  '''LO do ev i l " :  LXX U ~ U O K Q L ~ ~ G W ~ C Q  

Fu ture  Active Ind ,  3 P I ,  
Y 

9 3 2 \g;r 7 l - l iphi l  Imperfect 3 M P 1  of 3 
* : - "to g o  t o  ru in" :  LXX 6 6 v ! . i j v ~ a ~  

d-icohdcra~, 

2 al Perfect  3 F S of # f D " t o  be ! ", ;ul-1 ": LXX ~ V E I X ~ ~ ~ ~ S T - I  Aorist Pass ive  
f n d ,  3 S ,  

J 7 F S noun "knowledge" ( the  r o o t  i s  
T * *  9 7 " t o  know9@?i% i s  formed from 

t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  c o n s t r u c t  a f  t h i s  
verb, ) 

Thi s  verse begins  with the  s t r o n g e s t  Nebrew 
n e g a t i v e  f which i s  l ike  t h e  Greek o <! . Here 

t h e  Septraagint: u s e s  t h e  double  nega t ive  06 IJ f i ,  
Never w i l l  they h u r t  nor  des t roy  on t h e  Lord ' s  
mountain, 

The second h a l f  of t h e  v e r s e  l i t e r a l l y  r eads ,  
" for  t h e  e a r t h  will be f u l l  of knowing t h e  Lord  as 
t h e  wa te r s  a r e  covering t h e  sea." 2 V "knowl- 
edge i s  a noun which is  t h e  d i r e c t  ob? ect  of 2 E( f 0 
" to  be f t l I l ' $  a d  a t  t h e  same t i m e  i t  has  a v e r b a l  V 
f o r c e  so  t h a t  i t  can t a k e  an o b j e c t  3 2 3 - 33 5 
"Yahweh." The noun 3 9 7 f u n c t i o n s  h e r e  'almost' 
l i k e  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  c o n s t r u c t  of t h e  v e r b 3 7  : . 
The re fo r e  the  term "the knowledge of God" found i n  
most t r a n s l a t i o n s  does not  r e f e r  t o  God's knowing 
o r  God's knowledge but  t o  man's knowing about  God. 
I t  i s  an o b j e c t i v e  gen i t ive  r a t h e r  than  a subjec-  
t i v e  g e n i t i v e *  Also  t h i s  is  n o t  a knowledge of 
God which leads t o  dread and fear  so  t h a t  one muss 
cry , , '~&ase  is m e  1 a m  ru ined , ' '  Rather  t h i s  is a 
knowing t h e  Yahweh God, t h e  God s f  our  s a l v a t i o n ,  
When men come t o  know t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of God; how He 
s a c r i f i c e d  Himself f o r  s i n ,  then  there w i l l  be  
pease. T h i s  knowledge a lone  can b r iny  peace t o  the  
human h e a r t .  

The expregsion "My Holy  ~ou-ratain"  i n  Isaiah 
u s u a l l y  refers t o  Mount Zion o r  Jerusalem. (Isaiah 
2 : 2 ,  56:7, 57:13, 65:25) "It i s  ques t i onab le  
whether exp re s s ions  such as 'Holy Mountain' and 
' ~ o d ' s  M o u n k a i n h a r  used i n  the Old Testament for 
any mountains o t h e r  t han  S i n a i ,  Zion, and Je rusa -  
lem." (Edward J. Young, The Book of I s a i a h ,  -- 
Val. I, p. 3 9 2 . )  Now r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  My Holy Moun- 
tain refers t o  M I ,  Zion i t  seems b e s t  t o  understand 
t h e  sub jec t  of t h i s  verse a s  men and not  t h e  ani- 
mals o f  verse 6-8, f o r  wi ld  animals  never d w e l t  on 
Zion in h i s t o r i c a l  t imes ,  Also  t h e  reason  there 
will be no harming o r  des t roy ing  is t h a t  t h e  earth 
w i l l  be f u l l  of t h e  knowledge of Yahweh which can 
only change the  h e a r t  of men. n o t  beasts,  "Those 
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knowing t h e  Yahweh God, t h e  God s f  our  s a l v a t i o n ,  
When men come t o  know t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of God; how He 
s a c r i f i c e d  Himself f o r  s i n ,  then  there w i l l  be  
pease. T h i s  knowledge a lone  can b r iny  peace t o  the  
human h e a r t .  

The expregsion "My Holy  ~ou-ratain"  i n  Isaiah 
u s u a l l y  refers t o  Mount Zion o r  Jerusalem. (Isaiah 
2 : 2 ,  56:7, 57:13, 65:25) "It i s  ques t i onab le  
whether exp re s s ions  such as 'Holy Mountain' and 
' ~ o d ' s  M o u n k a i n h a r  used i n  the Old Testament for 
any mountains o t h e r  t han  S i n a i ,  Zion, and Je rusa -  
lem." (Edward J. Young, The Book of I s a i a h ,  -- 
Val. I, p. 3 9 2 . )  Now r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  My Holy Moun- 
tain refers t o  M I ,  Zion i t  seems b e s t  t o  understand 
t h e  sub jec t  of t h i s  verse a s  men and not  t h e  ani- 
mals o f  verse 6-8, f o r  wi ld  animals  never d w e l t  on 
Zion in h i s t o r i c a l  t imes ,  Also  t h e  reason  there 
will be no harming o r  des t roy ing  is t h a t  t h e  earth 
w i l l  be f u l l  of t h e  knowledge of Yahweh which can 
only change the  h e a r t  of men. n o t  beasts,  "Those 



t h e  Lord can no t  be t h e  animals, 
se who know t h e  Lord p rove  
n  t h a t  t h e y  cause no e v i l  o r  

ia, p. 154.)  The peace  of Messiah's kingdom 
d e s c r i b e d  w i t h  p o e t i c  terms i n  verses 6-8 i s  here 
expressed  p l a i n l y .  That  peace c e n t e r s  i n  the 
knowledge of Yahweh which is t h e  Gospel  of Salva-  
t i o n ,  That  Gospel w i l l  cover  t h e  earth as  t h e  
w a t e r s  cover  t h e  s e a ;  t h e r e  w i l l  i ndeed  be peace ,  

The ~ o r d ' s  Mountain, Mount Zion, was t h e  sym.bsl 
of God's p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  Old  Testament ,  Here s t o o d  
t h e  temple of Je rusa lem,  Here I s r a e l  g a t h e r e d  t o  
worship  t h e  l i v i n g  God, However, when Messiah's 
p e r f e c t  s a c r i f i c e  w a s  complete t h a t  f i r s t  Good F r i -  
day,  t h e  purpose  s f  Mount Zion and t h e  temple came 
t o  an end,  I n  Mess iah ' s  kingdoan, Zion i s  not  the 
broken down temple mound i n  Jerusalem, b u t  i t  i s  
t h a t  of which Pau l  s a y s ,  "We a r e  the  t e m p l e  sf t h e  
l i v i n g  God; j u s t  as  God said '1 win.B dwel l  i n  them 
and walk among them; and I w i l l  be t h e i r  God, and 
t h e y  s h a l l  be My peop le . ' "  (I1 Cor in th i ans  6 :  16 
NASB) Mount Zion i s  where t h e  means s f  grace a r e  
found, the Church, " In  Zion, i n  the  Church of God, 
t h e r e  w i l l  then  be no more s i n ;  f o r  the  earth i s  
t h e n  f u l l  of t h e  knowledge of t h e  Lorci, by which 
t h e  s i n s  are done away w i t h , "  (E,W, Hengstenberg, 

p ,  475.1 The 
you (New Testament 

b e l i e v e r s )  have come to Mount Zion and t s  t h e  c i t y  
of t h e  l i v i n g  God, the  heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
myriads  of angels, &s the  genera l  a s sea~b ly  and the 
church of t h e  f i r a t b o r n  who are enrolled i n  
heaven." (Mebrews 1 2 :  22-23a NASB) 

Thus f a r  w e  have viewed Zsaila%zqs d e s c r i p t i o n  
of t h e  Branch of Jesse's kingdom s f  peace with its 
g r a s s - e a t i n g  l i o n s  and f r i e n d l y  c o b r a s *  Now how 
is  t h i s  prophecy t o  be understood? The ancient 

Church F a t h e r s ,  L u t h e r ,  and Ca lv in  took a l l  t h e s e  
p i c t u r c s  f r s m  the animal  wor ld  s y m b o l i c a l l y ,  T h e i r  
i n t e r p r e t a t i a n  a lmost  becomes a l l e g o r i c a l ,  Concexn- 
i ng  verse 6, L u t h e r  w r i t e s :  '%e ( t h e  Prophe t )  t e l l s  
of t h e  f r u i t  of t h e  Word. But  t h e s e  are p i c t u r e s  
w i t h  which he shows t h a t   he t y r a n t s ,  t h e  s e l f -  
r i g h t e o u s ,  and t h e  powerful  ones  i n  t h e  wor ld  w i l l  
be conver ted  and r e c e i v e d  i n t ~  t h e  Church, But who 
works t h i s  grea t  wonder? Who works t h i s  wonderful  
change? It i s  t h e  Word, indeed  t h r  spoken word, 
which goes  o u t  of the mouth oi: a s i n f u l  man," 
(M. L u t h e r ,  L u t h e r ' s  ~ x m r n t l i c h e  ------------ Sci i r i f  t e n ,  S t .  
L o u i s  E d i t i o n ,  V o l e  VX, 2, 2 3 7 . )  

Again Lu ther  s a y s ,  "'The wolf w i l l  a s s g r i a t e  
with  t h e  lamb. Pjot t h e  1an;b with t h e  wolf T h e  
t y r a n t  w i l l  become a m a r t y r  ancl t h e  wolf a teacher .  
The wolves a r e  f a l s e  teachers  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Matthew 
4:15, P a u l  was a w o l f  b e f o r e  h i s  c o n v e r s i o n .  Thc 
l ambs  a-re t h e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  W i t h  t h e  l a t t e r  t h e  
former w i l l  be wise i n  s p i r i t .  The young g o a t s  
are ,  of course ,  t h o s e  t h a t  were a c l e a n  o f f e r i n g  
i n  the law, n o t  t h o s e  of whom Matthew 25~52 f. 
speaks ,  Thesc a r e  m a r t y r s ,  Leopards  a re  p e r s e c u t -  
i n g  t y r a n t s ,  T h i s  i s  what t h e  Word of God does ;  
i t  c a s t s  down t h e  proud and l i f t s  up t h e  lowly. 
The c a l v e s  a r e  t h e  f a i t h f u l .  The l i o n s  a r e  t h e  
r i c h .  L i o n  c u b s  are  s a i d  t o  a c t  more f i e r c e l y  
than t h e  a d u l t s .  That is, those  who fsrmer3.y 
y i e l d e d  t o  no one now obey t h e  Gospel preached 
t o  them by t h e  l c a s r  of t h e  b r e t h r e n ,  and t h e y  
g l a d l y  hea r  the 'CJord," M a r t i n  L u t h e r ,  ~ u t h e r ' s  
Works, American E d i t i o n ,  VoL, X V I ,  p .  1 2 2 . )  -- 

C a l v i n  w r i t e s ,  "Though I s a i a h  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  
w i l d  and t h e  ramc b e a s t s  will l i v e  i n  harmony, 
t h a t  the  b l e s s i n g s  of Cod may be c l e a r l y  and f u l l y  
m a n i f e s t e d ,  y e t  h e  c h i e f l y  means what 1 have s a i d ,  
t h a t  t h e  peop le  of C h r i s t  w i l l  have no d i s p o s i t i o n  
t o  do i n j u r y ,  no fiercefulness o r  c r u e l t y ,  They 
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many today .  Yet t h e  c o n t e x t  of  these verses w i l l  
n o t  l e n d  i t s e l f  t o  such a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  If 

I s a i a h  11:6-9 r e f e r s  t o  the Millennium t h e r e  i.s 
a  l a r g e  gap i n  t ime  between i t  and verses 1-5 
which r e f e r  t o  t h e  s p r o u t i n g  of J e s s e ' s  Branch 
and H i s  Messanic  work, The King of Peace  comes 
b r i n g i n g  peace  i n  v e r s e s  1-5, b u t  H i s  kingdom of  
peace  i n  v e r s e s  6-8 does  n o t  o c c u r  u n t i l  many 
y e a r s  l a t e r .  I n  f a c t ,  we a r e  t h e n  s t i l l  a w a i t i n g  
i t .  Such a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  a r b i t r a r y ,  

The Hebrew t e x t  th roughout  I s a i a h  Il-1% uses 
t h e  waw c o r r e l a t i v e  w i t h  t h e  p e r f e c t  form of  t h e  
v e r b  which shows c o e x i s t e n t  a c t i o n  w i t h  the pre-  
v i o u s  c o r r e l a t i v e  p e r f e c t .  "These same c o r r e l a -  
t i v e  p e r f e c t s  may b e  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  means of p r e s e n t -  
i n g  a n  e x t e n s i v e  prophecy a s  t o  I s a i a h  11:l-12:6 - 
as a  u n i t . "  (J. W. W a t t s ,  A Survey of Syn tax  i n  
the Hebrew Old Testament ,  p ,  69.)  Then on the  
b a s i s  of t h e  grammar when the Branch of Jesse came - 

f o r t h ,  one would e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e  peace  of  I s a i a h  
ll .:6-9 would have a l s o  o c c u r r e d ,  The t e x t  p r e s e n t s  
b o t h  happen ings  a s  c o e x i s t e n t .  The grammar g i v e s  
u s  no r e a s o n  t o  assume a  long- t ime gap between t h e  
corni-ng of  t h e  Messiah and H i s  kingdom of peace .  - 
T h i s  i s  r e a d i n g  something i n t o  the  t e x t  t h a t  is  
n o t  t h e r e .  

P i e p e r  w r i t e s ,   he s ta te  of  peace d e s c r i b e d  
i n  I s a i a h  l l : 6 - 9 ,  " 'The wolf a l s o  s h a l l  d w e l l  
w i t h  t h e  l amb, '  e t c ,  i s  imxnediately p receeded  
by i t s  causa e f f i c i e n s :  'And there s h a l l  come 
f o r t h  a Rod o u t  s f  t h e  stem o f  Jesse, and a Branch 
s h a l l  grow o u t  of h i s  r o o t s , * "  (F ranc i s  P i epc r ,  - U 

V o l e  III, p, 552.) The Old 
Testament  t e x t  i t se l f  c o n n e c t s   he peace p r e d i c t e d  
w i t h  t h e  coming of C h r i s t .  If t h e  cause of this 
peace i s  t h e  b i r t h  of t h e  S a v i o r ,   hen t h i s  peace 
had i t s  beg inn ing  with t h e  coming of C h r i s t  and 
not f a r  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  

1 Lrie 17 seccrj:d axgumel-~t a g a i n s t  a m i l l e n i a l  i n t e  

g>resra",%o?r~ "s [;ouxld .in Xsaiah 11: 10, "Then i t  w i l l  
come a b o u t  i n  t h a t  day  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n s  w i l l  r e s o  
r.o i : h ~  rc~:~t of J e s s e ,  who w i l l  s t a n d  a s  a s i g n a l  
f o r  i_hs pet3pl.e; and His r e s t i n g  p l a c e  w i l l  be  
gi..li isis..*' (?JASR) T h i s  verse i v  i t s  S e p t u a g i n t  
v a r i : ? t i n n  is quoted a s  f u l f i l l e d  by S t .  P a u l  i n  
Roiians j5r1 .2  th rough  the p r e a c h i n g  of t h e  Gospel  
t o  t h e  Gen~Sles. ( G .  ~ t g c k h a r d t ,  --- ~ & n e r b r i e f ,  
I 2 )  ?i tliis passage which speak ing  of t h e  
G e r ~ t j L r s  co:~iiing t o  M e s s i a h ' s  peace  i s  quoted a s  
I *  t ic  sazg h::bf E?:cd by S t .  P a u l ,  o b v i o u s l y  t h e n  t h e  
peace a c  tile res , t  t o  wh ich  t h e  n a t i o n s  a r e  coming 
r n t i E i  slready be here. I s a i a h  11:6-9 i s  o c c u r r i n g  
a i g h t  n n w  in t h e  New Testament Era .  

':'lie t h i r d  argum(2rrt a g a i n s t  t h i s  view i s  
LDIJT-~CJ in : he d r = s ~ r i p t i . o n  of  the  Millerlrlium i t s e l f  
Psai:,rli il:6-9 ca1cc.n l i t e r a l l y  p i c t u r e s  t h e  world 

* - - ~1 : : nou t  *-  s i n  as i t  was b e f o r e  t h e  f a l l .  T h i s  h a r -  

rr;on3T i n  na tu re  can o n l y  e x i s t  where t h e r e  is  no 
s ih t t re tore ,  i t  can n o t  r e f e r  t o  t h e  Mi l l en -  
nium hec~use ~ ~ l v o c n t e s  of a m i l l e n n i a 1  t h e o r y  
mainLain that even d u r i n g  t h e  Mil lennium t h e r e  is 
s in ,  fox- a f t e r  Satan is l o o s e d  t h e  n a t i o n s  w i l l  
a g a i n  gc~kher  for b a t t l e ,  

A?so, t h ~ r c  is a n  amazing i n c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  
eel-~ain : r i i l  i i.rrnia!.ists. They p r i d c  themse lves  i n  
i i l e i i -  1it.e-ia.j Ln te rpse t a t i on  of t h e  t e x t  b u t  one 
i - n d i v i d u s l  w r i t e s ,  "ln Xsaiah 11, t h e  s t a t e  of 
a a 

+ j t ^ i ~ . ; / c r ~ z ; l  paccr. i s  symbolized by w i l d  b e a s t s  and 
2 a a i n  t o g e t h e r  a b s o l u t e l y  u n a f r a i d .  
M:i (3v-i.i. w i l l  be r e s t r a i n e d ;  none w i l l  l i v e  i n  
a 3 :  2 1 ;  A l l  w i l d ,  b e a s t l y  n a t u r e s  w i l l  
either be v o l u n t a r i l y  c o r l t r o l l e d  o r  f o r c e f u l l y  
i;il eilcc-d ." <Millennium Superworld ,  p. 72. ) Here 

- -- -__--- 
a f r e r  t h ~ y  have inven ted  t h e  Mil lennium t o  i n t e r -  
prej-  Kihiiral p o e t r y  l i t e r a l l y ,  t h e y  o p t  f o r  a 
syini;nl i c  ,iid~.rst;arsdirag. What a f a n c i f u l  r e s u l t ,  
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which r e f e r  t o  t h e  s p r o u t i n g  of J e s s e ' s  Branch 
and H i s  Messanic  work, The King of Peace  comes 
b r i n g i n g  peace  i n  v e r s e s  1-5, b u t  H i s  kingdom of  
peace  i n  v e r s e s  6-8 does  n o t  o c c u r  u n t i l  many 
y e a r s  l a t e r .  I n  f a c t ,  we a r e  t h e n  s t i l l  a w a i t i n g  
i t .  Such a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  a r b i t r a r y ,  

The Hebrew t e x t  th roughout  I s a i a h  Il-1% uses 
t h e  waw c o r r e l a t i v e  w i t h  t h e  p e r f e c t  form of  t h e  
v e r b  which shows c o e x i s t e n t  a c t i o n  w i t h  the pre-  
v i o u s  c o r r e l a t i v e  p e r f e c t .  "These same c o r r e l a -  
t i v e  p e r f e c t s  may b e  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  means of p r e s e n t -  
i n g  a n  e x t e n s i v e  prophecy a s  t o  I s a i a h  11:l-12:6 - 
as a  u n i t . "  (J. W. W a t t s ,  A Survey of Syn tax  i n  
the Hebrew Old Testament ,  p ,  69.)  Then on the  
b a s i s  of t h e  grammar when the Branch of Jesse came - 

f o r t h ,  one would e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e  peace  of  I s a i a h  
ll .:6-9 would have a l s o  o c c u r r e d ,  The t e x t  p r e s e n t s  
b o t h  happen ings  a s  c o e x i s t e n t .  The grammar g i v e s  
u s  no r e a s o n  t o  assume a  long- t ime gap between t h e  
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T h i s  i s  r e a d i n g  something i n t o  the  t e x t  t h a t  is  
n o t  t h e r e .  

P i e p e r  w r i t e s ,   he s ta te  of  peace d e s c r i b e d  
i n  I s a i a h  l l : 6 - 9 ,  " 'The wolf a l s o  s h a l l  d w e l l  
w i t h  t h e  l amb, '  e t c ,  i s  imxnediately p receeded  
by i t s  causa e f f i c i e n s :  'And there s h a l l  come 
f o r t h  a Rod o u t  s f  t h e  stem o f  Jesse, and a Branch 
s h a l l  grow o u t  of h i s  r o o t s , * "  (F ranc i s  P i epc r ,  - U 

V o l e  III, p, 552.) The Old 
Testament  t e x t  i t se l f  c o n n e c t s   he peace p r e d i c t e d  
w i t h  t h e  coming of C h r i s t .  If t h e  cause of this 
peace i s  t h e  b i r t h  of t h e  S a v i o r ,   hen t h i s  peace 
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not f a r  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  

1 Lrie 17 seccrj:d axgumel-~t a g a i n s t  a m i l l e n i a l  i n t e  

g>resra",%o?r~ "s [;ouxld .in Xsaiah 11: 10, "Then i t  w i l l  
come a b o u t  i n  t h a t  day  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n s  w i l l  r e s o  
r.o i : h ~  rc~:~t of J e s s e ,  who w i l l  s t a n d  a s  a s i g n a l  
f o r  i_hs pet3pl.e; and His r e s t i n g  p l a c e  w i l l  be  
gi..li isis..*' (?JASR) T h i s  verse i v  i t s  S e p t u a g i n t  
v a r i : ? t i n n  is quoted a s  f u l f i l l e d  by S t .  P a u l  i n  
Roiians j5r1 .2  th rough  the p r e a c h i n g  of t h e  Gospel  
t o  t h e  Gen~Sles. ( G .  ~ t g c k h a r d t ,  --- ~ & n e r b r i e f ,  
I 2 )  ?i tliis passage which speak ing  of t h e  
G e r ~ t j L r s  co:~iiing t o  M e s s i a h ' s  peace  i s  quoted a s  
I *  t ic  sazg h::bf E?:cd by S t .  P a u l ,  o b v i o u s l y  t h e n  t h e  
peace a c  tile res , t  t o  wh ich  t h e  n a t i o n s  a r e  coming 
r n t i E i  slready be here. I s a i a h  11:6-9 i s  o c c u r r i n g  
a i g h t  n n w  in t h e  New Testament Era .  

':'lie t h i r d  argum(2rrt a g a i n s t  t h i s  view i s  
LDIJT-~CJ in : he d r = s ~ r i p t i . o n  of  the  Millerlrlium i t s e l f  
Psai:,rli il:6-9 ca1cc.n l i t e r a l l y  p i c t u r e s  t h e  world 

* - - ~1 : : nou t  *-  s i n  as i t  was b e f o r e  t h e  f a l l .  T h i s  h a r -  

rr;on3T i n  na tu re  can o n l y  e x i s t  where t h e r e  is  no 
s ih t t re tore ,  i t  can n o t  r e f e r  t o  t h e  Mi l l en -  
nium hec~use ~ ~ l v o c n t e s  of a m i l l e n n i a 1  t h e o r y  
mainLain that even d u r i n g  t h e  Mil lennium t h e r e  is 
s in ,  fox- a f t e r  Satan is l o o s e d  t h e  n a t i o n s  w i l l  
a g a i n  gc~kher  for b a t t l e ,  

A?so, t h ~ r c  is a n  amazing i n c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  
eel-~ain : r i i l  i i.rrnia!.ists. They p r i d c  themse lves  i n  
i i l e i i -  1it.e-ia.j Ln te rpse t a t i on  of t h e  t e x t  b u t  one 
i - n d i v i d u s l  w r i t e s ,  "ln Xsaiah 11, t h e  s t a t e  of 
a a 

+ j t ^ i ~ . ; / c r ~ z ; l  paccr. i s  symbolized by w i l d  b e a s t s  and 
2 a a i n  t o g e t h e r  a b s o l u t e l y  u n a f r a i d .  
M:i (3v-i.i. w i l l  be r e s t r a i n e d ;  none w i l l  l i v e  i n  
a 3 :  2 1 ;  A l l  w i l d ,  b e a s t l y  n a t u r e s  w i l l  
either be v o l u n t a r i l y  c o r l t r o l l e d  o r  f o r c e f u l l y  
i;il eilcc-d ." <Millennium Superworld ,  p. 72. ) Here 

- -- -__--- 
a f r e r  t h ~ y  have inven ted  t h e  Mil lennium t o  i n t e r -  
prej-  Kihiiral p o e t r y  l i t e r a l l y ,  t h e y  o p t  f o r  a 
syini;nl i c  ,iid~.rst;arsdirag. What a f a n c i f u l  r e s u l t ,  



M i l l e n n i a l i s t s  r e f u s e  t o  recognize  t h a t  I n s p i r e d  
S c r i p t u r e  i s  a l s o  a  l i t e r a r y  document which 
employes f i g u r e s  of speech, p o e t i c  language, 
and symbolism, 

F i n a l l y  a  m i l l e n n i a 1  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of these 
v e r s e s  must be r e j e c t e d  because i t  i s  not consis- 
t e n t  w i th  t h e  ~ o r d ' s  c l e a r  d e s c r i p t i o n  of the m d  
t imes  i n  Matthew 2 4 ,  Mark 13, and Luke 21. The 

Lord Jesus shows t h a t  t h i n g s  w i l l  con t inue  on 
wi th  s i n  and v i o l e n c e  eve r  i nc reas ing  u n t i l  sud-  
denly H e  appears  i n  t h e  c louds  t o  judge t h e  l i v i n g  
and t h e  dead. I n  t h i s  s i n f u l  downhil l  p rog re s s ion  
of h i s t o r y  t h e r e  i s  no room f o r  a thousand years 
of u n i v e r s a l  peace. The Lord is t o  come as  a 
t h i e f  i n  t h e  n i g h t  f o r  judgment. (1 Thessal o- 
n i a n s  5:2) The judgment is  t o  be a s  unexpected 
a s  t h e  f lood  i n  t h e  days of Noah. (Matthew 2 4 : 3 7 )  

How i s  t h i s  p o s s i b l e  i f  t h e  Millennium h a s  come 
f i r s t ?  Also Jesus s a i d ,  "DO n o t  t h i n k  I come t n  
b r i n g  peace on t h e  e a r t h ;  I d i d  n o t  come t o  br ing  
peace, bu t  a  sword." (Matthew l0:34 NASB) and 
"My kingdom is  n o t  of t h i s  world." (John 18: 36 

NASB) A m i l l e n i a l  view p e r v e r t s  t h e  S c r i p t u r a l  
t e ach ing  of C h r i s t i a n  hope. M i l l e n n i a l - i s t s  look 

forward t o  t h e  e a r t h l y  p l e a s u r e s  of r u l i n g  over 
t h e  unbe l iev ing  i n  t h e  Millennium r a t h e r  t han  t o  
t h e  g l o r y  of heaven. J e s u s  w i l l  n o t  have an  
e a r t h l y  kingdom of peace. R igh t ly  our  confes- 
s i o n s  d e c l a r e ,  "Our Churches condemn a l s o  o t h e r s  
who a r e  now spreading  c e r t a i n  Jewish opin ions ,  
t h a t  be fo re  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  of t h e  dead the 
godly s h a l l  t a k e  possess ion  of t h e  kingdom of 
t h e  world,  t h e  ungodly everywhere suppressed." 
(A. C. A r t i c l e  X V I I )  

I f  then  t h e  symbolic i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of Luther ,  
Calvin,  and t h e  a n c i e n t  Fathers,  and the Extreme 
l i t e r a l i s m  of m i l l e n n i a l i s t s  a r e  t o  be r e j e c t e d  
what does I s a i a h  1l:6-9 mean when t h e  P r o p h e t  

speaks of t h e  wolf l i v i n g  wi th  t h e  lamb, t h e  c a l f  
and t L c  l i o n  and f a t l i n g  t oge the r ,  and t h e  l i t t l e  
c h i l d  l ead ing  t h e m ?  Th i s  is  p o e t i c  language t o  
describe t h e  peace be fo re  t h e  t ime of t h e  f a l l  
i n t o  s i n  when t h e r e  was harmony i n  n a t u r e ,  harmony 
between man and na tu re ,  and most important harmony 
and a proper  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Cod and man. 
This  peace i s  p i c t u r e d  wi th  scenes  from God's per- 
fect c rea t ion .  The animals  do not  devour; even 
t h e  carn ivorous  e a t  vege t a t i on .  The animals  peace- 
f u l l y  ga the r  b e f o r e  a  l i t t l e  c h i l d  a s  they d i d  
b e f o r e  A d a m  t o  be named, The c h i l d  l e a d s  t h e  
b e a s t s  showing man's o r i g i n a l  dominion over n a t u r e ,  

I n  t h e  f a l l  t h i s  peace was l o s t ,  S i n  t a i n t e d  
every a spec t  of t h e  c r e a t i o n .  Yet J e s u s  was s e n t  
i n t o  t h i s  world t o  r e s t o r e  t h a t  peace between God 
and man as t h e  ange l s  s a i d  t o  t h e  shepherds.  
Jesus, t h e  second Adam, c a m e  t o  r e s t o r e  a l l  t h e  
f i r s t  Adam l o s t  i n  t h e  f a l l  and even more t h e  
g l o ~ l e s  of heaven. One of w a l t h e r 9 s  Christmas 
sermons had t h i s  theme, " ~ a s z  w i r  i n  Bethlehem mehr 
wieder  f inderr ,  a l s  w i r  e i n s t  i m  Pa rad i e se  v e r l o r e n  
haben." (That we aga in  f i n d  more i n  Bethlehem, 
t h a n  we unce l o s t  i n  Pa rad i se . )  Another of h i s  
sermons h a s  t h i s  theme, "Die Geburt de s  Kindes zu 
Bethiehem - d i e  Wiederaufschl iessung des  Pa rad i e se s  
fGr a l l e  Menschen. (The B i r t h  of t h e  Chi ld  a t  
Bethlehem - t h e  Reopening of Pa rad i se  f o r  a l l  Men.) 
I s a i a h  11:6-9 i s  simply t e l l i n g  u s  t h a t  t h e  peace 
before t h e  f a l l ,  t h e  peace of Eden, i s  r e s t o r e d  i n  
t h e  coming of t h e  Stem of J e s s e .  I t  is not  t e l l i n g  
us tha t :  the animals w i l l  a l l  become tame bu t  t h a t  
t h e  source of all enmity i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  w i l l  be 
b l o t t e d  ou t  by Ness iah ' s  ho ly  l i f e  and s a c r i f i c i a l  
dea th ,  

i n  Isaiah 1L:9 i.t s t a t e s  i n  s imple terms what 
I s a i a h  l1:6-3 s a y s  p o e t i c a l l y .  On God's ho ly  
mount:ain, t h e  Church, they  w i l l  no t  h u r t  any more; 
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t e ach ing  of C h r i s t i a n  hope. M i l l e n n i a l - i s t s  look 

forward t o  t h e  e a r t h l y  p l e a s u r e s  of r u l i n g  over 
t h e  unbe l iev ing  i n  t h e  Millennium r a t h e r  t han  t o  
t h e  g l o r y  of heaven. J e s u s  w i l l  n o t  have an  
e a r t h l y  kingdom of peace. R igh t ly  our  confes- 
s i o n s  d e c l a r e ,  "Our Churches condemn a l s o  o t h e r s  
who a r e  now spreading  c e r t a i n  Jewish opin ions ,  
t h a t  be fo re  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  of t h e  dead the 
godly s h a l l  t a k e  possess ion  of t h e  kingdom of 
t h e  world,  t h e  ungodly everywhere suppressed." 
(A. C. A r t i c l e  X V I I )  

I f  then  t h e  symbolic i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of Luther ,  
Calvin,  and t h e  a n c i e n t  Fathers,  and the Extreme 
l i t e r a l i s m  of m i l l e n n i a l i s t s  a r e  t o  be r e j e c t e d  
what does I s a i a h  1l:6-9 mean when t h e  P r o p h e t  
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and a proper  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Cod and man. 
This  peace i s  p i c t u r e d  wi th  scenes  from God's per- 
fect c rea t ion .  The animals  do not  devour; even 
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Jesus, t h e  second Adam, c a m e  t o  r e s t o r e  a l l  t h e  
f i r s t  Adam l o s t  i n  t h e  f a l l  and even more t h e  
g l o ~ l e s  of heaven. One of w a l t h e r 9 s  Christmas 
sermons had t h i s  theme, " ~ a s z  w i r  i n  Bethlehem mehr 
wieder  f inderr ,  a l s  w i r  e i n s t  i m  Pa rad i e se  v e r l o r e n  
haben." (That we aga in  f i n d  more i n  Bethlehem, 
t h a n  we unce l o s t  i n  Pa rad i se . )  Another of h i s  
sermons h a s  t h i s  theme, "Die Geburt de s  Kindes zu 
Bethiehem - d i e  Wiederaufschl iessung des  Pa rad i e se s  
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Bethlehem - t h e  Reopening of Pa rad i se  f o r  a l l  Men.) 
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us tha t :  the animals w i l l  a l l  become tame bu t  t h a t  
t h e  source of all enmity i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  w i l l  be 
b l o t t e d  ou t  by Ness iah ' s  ho ly  l i f e  and s a c r i f i c i a l  
dea th ,  

i n  Isaiah 1L:9 i.t s t a t e s  i n  s imple terms what 
I s a i a h  l1:6-3 s a y s  p o e t i c a l l y .  On God's ho ly  
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I n  o t h e r  words, there w.f iL  laa peacc xirst2 i,he 
knowledge of the Lord, w h i c h  is the C;;.3pe: c ; i i L  

cover the e a r t h ,  Isaiah p a i n t s  us t 2 t 3 ~  to nn 
earthly material peace b u t  to p e a r e  wi~li,clt cg~:tes 
from the knowledge of the I,srd, AF IG~~D~ '%S~?Z. ;  o f  tiis 
Church, His kingdom, we have peace w i t h  Cud and 
w e  s tand  j u s t i f i e d  be fo re  t i i m  i n  f z i t h .  Tkirough 
Word and Sacraments, We i n c o r p o r a t e s  us i n t o  H i s  
kingdom and sus ta ins  u s  i r r  :I,Fs b < rigFlo1-n rilaking u s  
His new creation, T h i s  peace of-' Go$ t&:cota.gh bJoa;-d 
and Sacramenlts i s  indeed paradise  i-egained r i g h t  
now. 

I n  a number of places i n  the Ojd 'Tcstawent, 
the Mess ian ic  Age i s  p o r t r a y e d  as a t i m e  a f  peace 
i n  na tu re  as was found in rhe creation b e f o r e  the 
fall, when the animals were a t  peace w i ~ h  each 
other and there was peace between maxi dnd beas t ;  
Compare I sa iah  9:1-7, Isa iah 35~9, Zsa is5  65~25, 
Hosea 2:18 ,  Ezekiel 3 4 : 2 3  f f , ,  Job 5~23. The Old  
Testament writers f e n d  t o  be very corporal and 
concre te .  However, the New Tcs tamcn t  w ~ i t e r s  da 
not l o o k  for the EuSfi$Zment of these pzopt:ecies 
in some future age but in t h e  d e a t h  2nd resul-ree- 

d 

t i o n  of Christ, Me remsvcs t h e  curse 01 23-n t hus  
b r i ng ing  a new c r e a t i o n ,  He is the seco,pnd Rdaa 
w h ~  restores a11 t h e  f i r s t  Adlarfi P ~ S L  St, P a u l  
writes, "Therefore i.% anyone is in. Ghs. tst h e  is 
a new c r e a t i o n ;  the  o l d  has gone, the new has 
come." ((I Corizlthjans 5: 17 N I V )  and agr; i.n '%el &her 
circumcision nor un6=ircumcision means a;i;v.~h ing ; 

one ~ e r r r p s r ~ ~ l  and hnperfect and the other eternal 
and perfect ,  Everything written pertains to the 
one kingdom, f ieprr says cancerning I sa iah  66: 25, 
II Tihe p rophe t  does not  ahways laake a dis~inction 

between the  kingdcjm of God in the New Testament 
and t h e  e ternal  k i n g d ~ m  of g l o r y  ." (August P i e p e r ,  
Isaiah 11, p, 679) Tlaer: t%e ew,~;inderful renewal of 
 den's peaccl, paradise i cga ined ,  which  we now have 
in part y e t  t a in ted  by s i n ,  w i l l  be our s  in all 
its f u l l n e s s  on t h e  Last $ a y e  Concerning the  
wonders of t h a t  t i ~ e  Isaiah's v i s i o n  only  begins 
to s c r a t c h  the  surface,  For i t  the whole c r e a t i o n  
w a i t s  i n  eager expectation. S t .  John used poetic 
language s i m i l a r  t o  I s a i a h  t o  p i c t u r e  t h e  e ternal ,  
 hen I s a w  a new heaven and a new earth, f o r  the  
f i r s t  heaven and earth had passed away and t h e r e  
was no longer any sea. I s a w  the Holy C i t y ,  t h e  
new Jerusalem, coming d a m  ou t  of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for 
her husband." (Revelation 21:L-2 NCV) Our bodies  
will r e t u r n  f r o m  the dust g l o r i E i e d  and so we w i l l  
ever be w i z h  %he L a r d  both body and sou l  where aSP 
sorrow, p a i n ,  and gears w111  be wiped away, and 
there w i l l  be joy beyond compare, T h i s  i s  J e r u -  
salem, the  golden, w i t h  n i i l k  and honey b lessed ,  
p a r a d i s e  rega ined ,  

what counts is  a ~ r e n t i ~ s r ~ . "  (Calak2acjs 6 :  15 The preceding Exeget ica l  S:udy and the  sermon 
NIV) ~ h r s ~ g h  t h e  Cos;pel of Chz-ir4e w c  are i r ~ d c c d  :i translatit>,? whic!i follows was presented  
new c r e a t i o n  arid hsve the  wanderfl~:. ~ ~ e d : - e  de:~-. by R e v .  Gay l in  Schnieling, p a s t o r  of 
c r i b e d  in I sa iah  11, By u s i n g  ?%4s new f : x ~ a t i o n  Zi.on. Lutheran Church, T r a c y ,  Minnesota 
terminology, the  New Tesi-.nm~:s;c B ~ ~ W S  t h r : ~ t  t h e  0'6.d and E~ig-Lish Lutheran Church, Cottonwood, 
Testament a l l u s i o n s  t o  a time GL' peace :ZS hefare Kinnes~ta, at t h e  
t h e  f a l l  are f u l f i l l e d  i n  Chr i s&*  General Pas to ra l  Conference 

October 25-26, 1-983 
The 818 Testament writers do not  d i v i d e  iche Mankato, Mi~ix~esota 

coming Messianic. kingdom i n t o  two kirigdmfis,  he 
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A Trans l a t ion  o f  a Sermo_n> Isa iah  11:l-10 --- 

by George St6ckhardt: 

Found i n  the Book Adventspredigten 

The Prophet  I s a i a h  i s  the grea tes t  amGng the 
Old Testament p rophe t s  who have l e f t  .rs t h e i r  
w r i t i n g s .  H i s  prophecy i s  r i g h t l y  called the  apex 
of t h e  second p a r t  of the O l d  Testament canon, t h e  
p rophe t i c  books. Isaiah i s  p rope r ly  cal led the  
e v a n g e l i s t  among the prophets .  O f  course, he a l so  

announced the Law. E s p e c i a l l y  at the t i m e  of the 
god le s s  King Ahaz, he  chastised unfaithful Judah - 
Jerusa lem on account of i t s  s i n s ,  H i s  prophecy 

beg ins  with t h e  complaint whi.ch he raises against  
h i s  people ,  "Lis ten ,  0 heavens, and hear, O earth; 
f o r  t h e  Lord  speaks. 'sons 1 have reared and 
brought up, b u t  they  have revolted agains t  M e .  
An ox knows i t s  owner, and a donkey i t s  master's 
manger, bu t  I s rae l  does  n o t  know, my people  do no t  
unders tand . '  Alas, s i n f u l  na t ion ,  people  weighed 
down wi th  i n i q u i t y ,  o f f s p r i n g  of e v i l d o e r s ,  sons  
who a c t  c o r r u p t l y !  They have abandoned t h e  Lord ,  
they have de sp i s ed  the Holy One of Israel,  they 
have tu rned  away from Him."  ( I sa iah  1 : 2 - 4  NASB) 

Again he  says, "The whole head i s  s i c k ,  and the  
whole h e a r t i s  f a i n t ,  From the sole o f  t h e  f o o t  
even t o  t h e  head there i s  noth ing  sound i n  it, 
Only b ru i ses ,  w e l t s ,  and r a w  wounds, not  p r e s sed  
ou t  o r  bandaged, nor so f t ened  wi th  o i l . "  ( I s a i a h  

1:5-6 NASB) Yes, t hose  from Judah blasphemed t h e  
Holy One i n  I s r a e l .  Also they d e a l t  t r e ache rous ly  
wi th  t h e i r  brothers* "HOW t h e  f a i t h f a1  c i t y  h a s  
become a h a r k s t ,  she who was f u l l  of j u s t i c e !  
Righteousness  once lodged i n  her ,  bur uow murderers .  
Your s i l ve r  has  become d r o s s ,  yoax- dr ink  d i l u t e d  
w i th  water* Yobar r u l e r s  are rebelas, and companions 

of thieves;  ev~2ry one l o v e s  a b r i b e ,  and chases 
af ter  rewazds. They do  not  defend t h e  orphan,  
nor  does the w . i h w f s  plea come b e f o r e  .theme8' 
(Isaiah 1:21-23 NASB) The Prophet  l aments  i n  
deep sorrow over t h e  v ineyard  which God pianted 
and f o r  which God d i d  every th ing  possible, but  
still it brought  f o r t h  w i l d  g r apes  i n s t e a d  of t h e  
cho i ce  good grapes .  ( I s a i a h  5) H e  t h r e a t e n s  the  
unrepentan t  people  of God with  punishment: and ven- 
geance, Already a t  h i s  c a l l  he  r ece ived  che 
charge from the  Lord  t o  harden t h e  d i sobed i en t  
people  and t o  p reach  judgment t o  them. Thus he 
d e s c r i b e s  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  g r e a t ,  g l o r i o u s ,  and fear- 
f u l  Day of t h e  Lord .  ( I s a i a h  2 )  

With the preaching of t h e  Law, however, Isaiah 
wants on ly  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  way f o r  the Gospel .  H e  
is  t h e  evangelist  among t h e  prophe ts .  H i s  proph- 
ecy is Gospel f i r s t  and foremost. To t h e  f a i t h f u l  
i n  I s rae l  who ga thered  t o  hear h i s  preaching and 
t o  t h e  repentant  sillners who w i t h  King Hezekiab 
humbly mourned the i n i q u i t i e s  of t h e  people ,  he 
announced t h e  sal.vation of God. H e  p rophes i e s  
concerning the  Redeemer who would come o u t  of Zion, 
the  V i r g i n ' s  Son I m a n u e l ,  the Son of David and 
the  Son of God, t h e  Chi id  who i s  born t o  u s  and 
the  Son who is givei2 t o  u s ,  on whose s h o u l d e r s  
would be the r u l e .  lIe prophes i e s  concerning t h e  
Comforter and Savior of s i n n e r s  who i s  sen t  t o  
preach to the poor,  b ind ing  up t h e  broken hear ted ,  
announcing release t o  the p r i s o n e r s ,  and an opening 
f o r  those bound, H e  fo re te l l s  t h e  coming of t h e  
Servant of t h e  Lord ,  whose cry  one does not hear i n  
t h e  streets, and who does no t  break t h e  bru ised  
reed and ext inguish  the f a i n t l y  burning wick .  H e  
sees t he  s u f f e r i n g  and death of t h e  Servant of Gad 
who was wou~lded on. account of our  t r a n s g r e s s i o n s  
and on accourlt of our  sin H e  w a s  bea ten .  T h i s  
Humiliated One he sees evalted whose l i f e  span no 
mouth can fully exp la in .  ( T h i s  sentence is  an 



A Trans l a t ion  o f  a Sermo_n> Isa iah  11:l-10 --- 

by George St6ckhardt: 

Found i n  the Book Adventspredigten 

The Prophet  I s a i a h  i s  the grea tes t  amGng the 
Old Testament p rophe t s  who have l e f t  .rs t h e i r  
w r i t i n g s .  H i s  prophecy i s  r i g h t l y  called the  apex 
of t h e  second p a r t  of the O l d  Testament canon, t h e  
p rophe t i c  books. Isaiah i s  p rope r ly  cal led the  
e v a n g e l i s t  among the prophets .  O f  course, he a l so  

announced the Law. E s p e c i a l l y  at the t i m e  of the 
god le s s  King Ahaz, he  chastised unfaithful Judah - 
Jerusa lem on account of i t s  s i n s ,  H i s  prophecy 

beg ins  with t h e  complaint whi.ch he raises against  
h i s  people ,  "Lis ten ,  0 heavens, and hear, O earth; 
f o r  t h e  Lord  speaks. 'sons 1 have reared and 
brought up, b u t  they  have revolted agains t  M e .  
An ox knows i t s  owner, and a donkey i t s  master's 
manger, bu t  I s rae l  does  n o t  know, my people  do no t  
unders tand . '  Alas, s i n f u l  na t ion ,  people  weighed 
down wi th  i n i q u i t y ,  o f f s p r i n g  of e v i l d o e r s ,  sons  
who a c t  c o r r u p t l y !  They have abandoned t h e  Lord ,  
they have de sp i s ed  the Holy One of Israel,  they 
have tu rned  away from Him."  ( I sa iah  1 : 2 - 4  NASB) 

Again he  says, "The whole head i s  s i c k ,  and the  
whole h e a r t i s  f a i n t ,  From the sole o f  t h e  f o o t  
even t o  t h e  head there i s  noth ing  sound i n  it, 
Only b ru i ses ,  w e l t s ,  and r a w  wounds, not  p r e s sed  
ou t  o r  bandaged, nor so f t ened  wi th  o i l . "  ( I s a i a h  

1:5-6 NASB) Yes, t hose  from Judah blasphemed t h e  
Holy One i n  I s r a e l .  Also they d e a l t  t r e ache rous ly  
wi th  t h e i r  brothers* "HOW t h e  f a i t h f a1  c i t y  h a s  
become a h a r k s t ,  she who was f u l l  of j u s t i c e !  
Righteousness  once lodged i n  her ,  bur uow murderers .  
Your s i l ve r  has  become d r o s s ,  yoax- dr ink  d i l u t e d  
w i th  water* Yobar r u l e r s  are rebelas, and companions 
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allusion t o  Isaiah 53:8 where Lu the r ' s  Bible t r a n s -  
la tes  '$7 1 T as "Lebens ~f inge,  Life's length o r  
spn. 

A l l  t h e  chief ar t ic les  o f  o u r  most h o l y  f a i t h  
are found i n  t h i s  Old Testament Gospel.  Isaiah 

speaks of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h .  "Though your 
s i n s  a r e  a s  scarlet ,  they will be as w h i t e  as snow; 
though they are r e d  l ike  crimson, they will be like 
wool." (Isaiah 1: 18 NASB) H e  shows t h e  justified 
the way of God, the way of love and mercy, "Is it 
n o t  t o  d i v i d e  your bread w i t h  the hungry, and bring 
the homeless poor i n to  the house; when you see the 
naked,  t o  cover him; and not  t o  h i d e  y o u r s e l f  from 
your  own flesh?" ( I s a i a h  5 8 : 7  NASB) He describes 
t h e  g lo ry  of C h r i s t ' s  Church gathered from all 
nations;  he sees the sons and d a u g h t e r s  o f  Zion 
comi.ng from afar.  (Isaiah 60) He speaks of the 
power of God's Word through which t h e  Church i s  
maintained and which shall  not return empty. 
(Isaiah 55~10-11) He comforts the little, t r o u b l e d  
Flock, "Do n o t  fear, f o r  I have  redeemed you; I 
have  called you by name; you are Mine! When you 

pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
through the rivers, they w i l l  not overflow you. 
When you walk through f i r e ,  you will n o t  be scorched ,  
n o r  w i l l  t h e  flame burn you." (Isaiah 43:1-2 NASB) 
The Prophet Isaiah prophesies concerning the coming 
glory of God's people and concern ing  the comfort of 
eternity with which the Lord c o n s o l e s  His own as  
one whom his mokher eomfortg.  (Isaiah 65-66) We 
p r o p h e s i e s  the resurrection from the  dead. " ~ u t  
your dead w i l l  l i ve ;  their b o d i e s  w i l l  rise." 
(Isaiah 26:19 N I V )  H e  p r o p h e s i e s  abou t  t h e  magnif- 
icence and sp lendour  of t h e  new city Jerusalem. 
He concludes h i s  prophecy w i t h  a reference to the 
new heaven and rsew ear th ,  

The prophecy above (Isaiah l 1 : 1 - l o ) ,  which we 
want to consider ,  concerns the main theme o f  all 
prophecy, Christ and H i s  kingdom. It treats of 

THE SON OF DAlylD'S RULE OF PEACE --------- - 

It shows: 1, The King o f  Peace 
2, The Anointed One ' s  Kingdom of Peace 

I. F i r s t  we see t h e  King of Pence.  The Prophe t  
p r e s e n t s  t o  u s  Messiah, t he  King, Me d e s c r i b e s  

H i s  humble o r i g i n  and b i r t h .  We b e g i n s ,  "Then a 
s h o a t  will s p r i n g  from t h e  stem of J e s s e ,  and a 
branch Eroni his r o o t s  w i l l  bear f r u i t  ." ( I s a i a h  
11:1 NASB) I sa iah sees t h e  House of Dn-$id i n  i t s  
h u m i l i a t i o n  and contempt.  The famous f a m i l y  of 
Jesse, which i n  t h e  t i m e  sf IIa-vidPs alnd Solomon's 
r u l e  was l i k e  a mighty  t r e e  overshadowing t h e  
land of Israel and under whose shadow t h e  Genti les 
sought  p r o t e c t i o n ,  w i l l  i n  the  f u t u r e  h e  l i k e  a 
b a r r e n  f r u i t l e s s  tree stump. The t r u n k  with i t s  
branches  and Leaves i s  cur  o f f ,  w i t h e r e d ,  and 
r o t t e d .  Only a roo t s tock  remains. A l l  hope,  
which I s r a e l  bad set upon t h e  house  of David, 
a p p e a r s  dead and host. Wet ,  behold,  ou t  of this 
r o o t s t a l k  s p r o u t s  f o r t h  a l i t t l e  T w i g ,  a d e l i c a t e  
humble T w i g ,  which f e w  n o t i c e  o r  c o n s i d e r .  

W e  know t h i s  prophecy is  f u l f i l l e d .  The house  
and f a m i l y  of J e s s e ,  t h a t  famous house of David 
which decayed, i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t ime  l o s t  a l l  
g l o r y  and honor. A t  God's a p p o i n t e d  t ime,  t h e  
d e s c e n d a n t s  of great  King David were poor humble 
peop le , Joseph  a carpenter,  who l ived i n  Nazareth, 
and h i s  b e t r o t h e d  Mary t h e  humble maid of t h e  Lord. 
They belonged t o  t h e  poores t  c l -ass .  When Mary went 
t o  t h e  temple f o r  h e r  p u r i f i c a t i o n ,  s h e  cou ld  on ly  
p r e s e n t  t h e  o f f e r i n g  o f  t h e  poor.  They were i n s i g -  
nificant, d e s p i s e d  peop le .  When a t  t h e  command of  
Caesar  Augustus they  went t o  b e  taxed i n  Bethlehem, 
D a v i d ' s  Ci ty ,  they  had t o  t ake  s h e l t e r  i n  a  s t a b l e .  
But,  behold ,  even a t  t h i s  hour  t h e  d e l i c a t e ,  h o l y  
Twig spoken of by I s a i a h  w a s  t a k i n g  H i s  p l a c e  i n  
t h e  l i g h t .  This  g l o r i o u s  hour  w e  s t i l l  p r a i s e  
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today a f t e r  n ine teen  hundred years and will in 
a P E  eternity bless i t ,  We sing:  

Behold a Branch i s  growing O f  love l ies t  
form and grace, 

A s  prophets sung, f o r e b o w f n g ;  It sp r ings  
from Jesse's race 

And bears one l i t t l e  FLswer I n  n n i d s m f  
co ldes t  w i n t e r ,  

A t  deepes t  midn igh t  hou r*  

Isaiah hath. foretold It Ln words s f  promise 
sure, Mary's arms enfo ld  It, A v i r g i n  
~ e e k  and pure 

TXci;g'rx ~ s d %  sternal w i l l  T h i s  mild t o  her 
is given a t  mi.dnight calm and s t i l l .  

T h i s  little C h i l d  born o f  Mary,  avid's daughter, 
$ h i s  sweet C h i l d ,  gave peace t o  t he  world, which 
i s  t h e  joy  and d e l i g h t  of the  ch i ld ren  of  men. 
For H i m  our  heart  beats i n  eager expectat ion,  

T h i s  Ttqig,  this little Branch, s f  h i c h  Isaiah - 
speaks, grows up and bears f r u i t ,  The Prophet 
describes t he  g r o ~ g i n g  power, e f fec t ,  and work of 
t h e  Son si David ,  He saps, "'The S p i r i t  of the  Lord 
w i l l  rest an him--the S p i r i t  o f  xirisdom and of under- 
s tanding ,  the S p i r i t  of counsel and pswer, the  
S p i r i t  o f  knob~ledge and t h e  f e a r  of t h e  Lord-- 
and be w i l l  de : l igbt  i n  t h e  f e a r  sf t h e  Lord," 
( Isa iah 11:2-3a NPV) The progress of h i s t o r y  con- 
f o r ~ ~ e d  t o  t h c  p rgphesy ,  Jesus, the  Son of David, 
was anuin?. rd  t h e  Holy Chose without measure) 
appeared i~ t h e  pswer of the Lord, and was mani- 
fested be fo re  a91 Israel* The S p i r i t  a f  wisdom and 
understasailing was r e s t i n g  on H i m ,  1x1 H i m  was hid- 
den all t h e  trpasure of wisdom, Be gave evidence 
of a w i s d o n ~  which was Pbidderx. from the beginning of 
the  w o r l d *  Me spoke sf and proved heavenly th ings ,  
w k ~ i c k  H e  had heard and seen 'by H i s  Fa ther  above. 
The o n l y  begotten Son, who is i n  t h e  bosom of t h e  

Father, Be announced it t o  us .  H e  wi tnessed  eon- 
eer-ning R i m s e l f ,  and concerning t h e  mystery s f  
H i s  person, I n  t h i s  ho ly  body, which came from 
t h e  V i rg in  Mary, w a s  dwell ing indeed t h e  f u l l n e s s  
of the  Godhead, H e r e  God and humanity were  un i t ed  
i n  one, 

The S p i r i t :  of counsel and s t reng th  was r e s t i n g  
an  H i m .  The Son of David dettjsed a p lan  f o r  H i s  
people ,  who l a y  i n  the bonds of dea th ,  and f o r  t h e  
world dead i n  s in ,  which was p a s t  he lp  and l o s t .  
Man's s i t u a t i o n  w a s  u t t e r l y  despe ra t e .  T h e y  had 
sinned unto death and there  w a s  no Savior .  But 
Be knew what t o  do,  I n t o  a world l o s t  i n  s i n ,  t h e  
Chr is t  w a s  born. The del icate  Chi ld  from f3avid8s 
s t e m ,  God's on ly  Child, brought  h e l p  f o r  the  l o s t  
world.  Through H i m  the re  is  h e l p  f o r  us .  I n  t h e  
p o w e r  of  God and H i s  S p i r i t  H e  accomp1ished t h e  
work of deliverance, the  redemption t o  v i c t o r y .  
Through H i s  s u f f e r i n g ,  dea th ,  and blood, through 
N i s  great and wonderful endurance, Chr i s t ,  David 's  
Son, the King of Israel, bursr  open t h e  bonds i n  
which H i s  p eop l e  l a y  and overcame s i n ,  death,  and 
the  Devil, the  enemies sf men, Then H e  a r o s e  i n  
power and through H i s  mighty and g l o r i o u s  r e su r r ec -  
t i o n  showed H i m s e l f  a s  the  Son of Cod, the Savior  
of the w ~ r l d ,  

On H i m  was r e s t i n g  t h e  S p i r i t  of knowledge and 
the fear of t h e  Lord. T h e  Fa the r  knows t h e  Son 
and t h e  Son knows the  Fa ther .  The Fa the r  l o v e s  t h e  
Son and the  Son loves  t h e  Fa the r .  C h r i s t  w a s  sbe- 
d i e n t  to H i s  Father even unto  dea th ,  death on t h e  
cross. Thus H e  r econc i l ed  sinners;  H e  l e d  t h e  l o s t  
ch i ld ren  back t o  God. Now there i s  peace on ea r th ,  
peace between God and men. The Lord then through 
H i s  S p i r i t  has implanted i n  the h e a r t s  of men t h e  
k~~owledge  of God which i s  fear and love .  H i s  
( ~ e s s i a h ' s )  d e l i g h t  i s  i n  the  fear  of t h e  Lord. 
(The German bas "smell" i n  place of "de l igh t , "  
meaning a d e l i g h t f u l  o r  p l e a s i n g  f r ag rance .  
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See ~ t g c k h a r d t  
J e s a i a ,  pm 150) He is  pleased wi th  t h e  o f f e r -  
i ngs  of men. Again t h e r e  is  peace on e a r t h ,  good 
will toward men. 

Af t e r  He completed H i s  work on e a r t h ,  t h e  Son 
of David s a t  d o m  on t h e  s e a t  of H i s  Fa ther  David, 
the  throne  of God, and ho lds  t h e  s c e p t e r  of peace. 
The Prophet speaks f u r t h e r  of t h e  Anointed's r u l e  
of peace: "And H e  s h a l l  not  judge a f t e r  t h e  s i g h t  
of his eyes, n e i t h e r  reprove a f t e r  t h e  hear ing  of 
h i s  ears: But with r ighteousness  s h a l l  h e  judge 
t h e  poor, and reprove wi th  equ i ty  f o r  t h e  meek of 
t h e  ea r th :  ... And r ighteousness  s h a l l  be t h e  
g i r d l e  of h i s  l o i n s ,  and f a i t h f u l n e s s  t h e  g i r d l e  
of h i s  re ins ."  ( I s a i a h  l l : 3 b  KJV)  Not with re-  
spec t  t o  persons w i l l  be judge o r  punish, t h a t  
means, H i s  dec i s ions  a r e  r i g h t .  Furthermore, 
r ighteousness  and judgment, t h a t  is  j u s t i c e ,  f a i r -  
ness ,  and good f a i t h  w i l l  be t h e  b e l t  around H i s  
l o i n s  and w a i s t .  He w i l l  adminis te r  j u s t i c e  and 
r ighteousness  i n  H i s  kingdom. He w i l l  keep H i s  
word and confirm H i s  promises. This  h a s  happened. 
C h r i s t  r u l e s ,  p r a c t i c e s  r ighteousness ,  and keeps 
H i s  Word t o  them who b e l i e v e  H i s  Word. H e  judges, 
H e  j u s t i f i e s  t h e  poor, t h e  d i s t r e s s e d  on ea r th .  
H e  s e e s  t o  it t h a t  the poor and t h e  d i s t r e s s e d ,  
who are t h e  t roubled  s i n n e r s ,  have j u s t i c e ,  H e  
j u s t i f i e s  t h e  poor s i n n e r s  who seek h e l p  from Him,  
H e  j u s t i f i e s  them before  God. The poor, who have 
God a s  t h e i r  own, He j u s t i f i e s  procuring j u s t i c e  
fm them be fo re  t h e i r  enemies and opponents. Thus 
all feuding i s  ended, 

Cer t a in ly  t h e  godless  have no peace. They 
s t r i v e  a g a i n s t  t h e  s c e p t e r  of t h i s  King. They 
r e f u s e  H i s  peace and His grace.  Through t h e s e  H e  
is  g l o r i f i e d  i n  punishment, judgment, and r i g h t -  
eousness,  "He s h a l l  s.mite t h e  e a r t h  wi th  t h e  rod 
of h i s  mouth, and with t h e  b rea th  of his l i p s  
shall he s l a y  t h e  wicked.'' (Isaiah 11:4 KJV) 

With t h e  rod of H i s  south and w i t h  the  brea th  s f  
H i s  l i p s ,  tinat is,  w i th  H i s  Word Be s t r i k e s ,  
judges, and c a n d e ~ ~ ~ x s  the earth, the world  sf the 
godless ,  who are H i s  enemies, and especia l ly  the  
godless one who raises himself aga ins t  H i m ,  t he  
Antichrist T,GIIQ i s  t ha t  man af s in ,  Thus ~ k e  
Prophet fsllsws t h e  course s f  David's Son E r o m  
H i s  humble b i r t h  t o  t h e  throne s f  honor, That is 
C h r i s t ,  the King, whom we worship and serve and 
i n  whom we be11~eve, 

11. I n  the second half  of E i s  prophecy t h e  Prophet 
o u t l i n e s  a p i c t u r e  of the  Anointed One's king- 

dom of peace. That i s  the  kingdom i n  whicl; w e  now 
l ive  and have our c i t i z e n s h i p .  That king Erom 
 avid's f ami ly ,  who brought t h e  world peace and 

now rules i n  righteausness, has e s t a b l i s h e d  a 
kingdom on earth ~rhich i s  a kingdom of peace. From 
all na t ions  and languages t h i s  na t ion  i s  gathered.  
The Prophet  prophesies  and says, "And i n  t h a t  day 
there  sha1.i be a r o o t  of Jesse, which sha l l  s t and  
f o r  an ens ign  of t h e  people ;  t o  i t  s h a l l  t h e  Gen- 
t i l e s  seek: and h i s  r e s t  s h a l l  be g lor ious ."  
(Isaiah 11.: 10 KJV)  A t i m e  w i l l  come when t ha t  
l i t t l e  T w i g ,  which sprouted  out  of t h e  stem of 
Jesse, that delicate Root of Jesse who i s  David's 
Son, w i l l  scand as a standard f o r  which the Gen- 
t i l e s  ask and around *rhich they gather.  

T h i s  blessed  time has come. Jesus from Naza- 
re th ,  Mary's Son,  avid's Sprout,  t h i s  King of t h e  
Jews, raised H i s  name and H i s  cross as  a standard 
on t h e  earth.  That s tandard  i s  every where v i s i b l e .  
The Gospel of C h r i s t ,  t h e  Son o f  David and Son of 
God, t he  Cruc i f i ed  and t h e  Arisen,  i s  gone ou t  i n t o  
all l ands .  Far and near salvation and peace i s  
announced. The Gent i les ,  the  s i n n e r s  on earth, 
know t h a t  there is no o the r  s a l v a t i o n  f o r  there 
is r.o o t h e r  name given t o  men whereby they should 
be saved. They come and bow their knees before  
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t h i s  d e l i c a t e  Twig, the  l i t t l e  Chi ld  i n  ~ a r y ' s  
bosom, the  c r u c i f i e d  Chr i s t .  Ce r t a in ly  t h i s  
Chr i s t  i s  set a s  a s i g n  which will be spoken 
aga ins t  from a l l  s i d e s .  He is set  f o r  t h e  down- 
f a l l  of many. However, from a l l  s i d e s  out  of a l l  
na t ions  and l ands ,  an ever  new m l t i t u d e  comes 
and s e t s  i t s  course f o r  that standard which s t a n d s  
on t h e  mountains. Going toward Bethlehem and Gol- 
gatha,  they  seek and f i n d  r e s t  and peace f o r  t h e i r  
souls .  They recognize  the  Lord, who redeemed them, 
t h e i r  L o r d ,  Ring,  and Savior,   or t h e  e a r t h  will 
he f u l l  of t h e  knowledge of t h e  Lord a s  t h e  waters  
cover the sea. " (Isaiah 11: 9b NASB) They know 
the Lord and serve  Him i n  h o l i n e s s  and r ighteous-  
ness  which is  p leas ing  t o  H i m .  "They w i l l  no t  
h u r t  o r  des t roy  i n  a l l  My holy mountain." ( I s a i a h  
l l :9a  NASB) I n  t he  kingdom of Chr i s t  t h e r e  is  no 
wickedness. Those, who know the Lord, cease  a l l  
unrighteousness.  I f  we s t i l l  s i n ,  we have i n  
t h i s  kingdom a free foun ta in  f o r  a l l  s i n .  From 
day t o  day w e  r ece ive  grace,  peace, and r ighteous-  
ness,  power, and s t r e n g t h  f o r  a l l  good from C h r i s t ,  
our Lord and King,  

With l o v e l y  co lo r s  and images, the Prophet 
desc r ibes  t h e  Ano in~ed  One's kingdom of peace. 
"The wolf a l s o  s h a l l  dwell with t h e  lamb, and t h e  
leopard s h a l l  l i e  down wi th  t h e  k id ;  and t h e  c a l f  
and the young lion and the  f a t l i n g  together ;  and 
a l i t t l e  c h i l d  s h a l l  l e a d  them, And t h e  cow and 
the bear s h a l l  feed ;  t h e i r  young ones s h a l l  l i e  
dozm tc-,gefher; and t h e  Lion sha l l  eat s t r aw l i k e  
t h e  ax, And the  suckl ing  c h i l d  shall. p l ay  on th/e 
h o l e  s f  the  asp, and t h e  weaned c h i l d  s h a l l  pu t  
h i s  hand srr the  cocka t r i ce '  den," ( I s a i a h  11:6-8 
KJV)  It is  a b e a u t i f u l  p i c t u r e  of peace, a  t r u e  
paradise s i rua t i on  which the Prophet h e r e  p a i n t s  
be fo re  our  eyes. m a t  the  Prophet says  i s  t h a t  
wolves, l i o n s ,  and bears  Live and l i e  down bes ide  
lambs, goats ,  and calves. These wild animals 

w i l l  no longer  a t t a c k  and k i l l ,  They w i l l  no 
more feed on t h e  f l e s h  and blood of oeher anirwals* 
They go t o  p a s t u r e  and e a t  s t r aw a s  t h e  oxen, 
They have l a i d  a s i d e  t h e i r  unruly manner and be- 
came tame. Quiet  and secu re  t h e  suckl ing c h i l d  
sits an t h e  h o l e  of t h e  v ipe r .  He s t i c k s  h i s  hand 
toward t h e  smooth, shiny cocka t r i ce .  Be p l a y s  
wi th  t h e  c o l o r f u l  snakes and enjoys i t ,  The 
v i p e r s  and cocka t r i ce  s t r i k e  and h u r t  no more, 
They have l o s t  t h e i r  poison. That i s  t h e  p i c t u r e  
which i s  h e r e  s e t  before  our eyes,  

Now what is  t h e  meaning of t h e  prophecy? What 
does t h e  Holy Ghost want t o  say through t h e  Proph- 
e t ?  A r e  we presented a p i c t u r e  from e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  
t h e  l i f e  of g l o r i f i c a t i o n ,  a  scene from t h e  new 
heaven and e a r t h  which God w i l l  c r e a t e ?  I n  t h a t  
world w i l l  l i o n s ,  wolves, and bea r s  r e a l l y  g raze  
with lambs, goats ,  and oxen, and young c h i l d r e n  
p l ay  with snakes? So some have thought.  ~ o d  ' s 
promise of e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  however, nowhere speaks 
of wolves, l i o n s ,  lambs, and oxen. W e  Chr ise ians  
await  and hope f o r  no Turkish heaven which i s  
f i l l e d  with m a t e r i a l  a t t r a c t i o n s  and e a r t h l y  g lory .  
I n  t h a t  world i t  w i l l  a l l  be completely d i f f e r e n t  
from h e r e  below; i t  is  a new heaven and e a r t h .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, on t h i s  e a r t h  perhaps a t  
t h e  end of t i m e ,  w i l l  such a s i t u a t i o n  occur as 
is  he re  descr ibed?  W i l l  t h e r e  be a  u n i v e r s a l  world 
peace where a l s o  t h e  wild b e a s t s  f o r g e t  preying and 
f i g h t i n g  and l i v e  i n  peace with t h e  animals of t h e  
f i e l d  and t h e  ch i ld ren  of men? The most famous 
S c r i p t u r e  r e sea rche r s  of our  day have p u t  t h i s  new 
wisdom on t h e  market. They dream of an e a r t h l y ,  
worldly kingdom of Messiah, a  thousand year king- 
dom which w i l l  end t h i s  p re sen t  time. Nere t h e  
s i n s  and e v i l  of men and a l s o  of t h e  animals w i l l  
no longer  have f r e e  course.  A C h r i s t i a n  c h i l d  who 
has  only a  l i t t l e  s p i r i t u a l  understanding has  t o  
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laugh over t h i s  chi ldish idea s f  the  g r e a t l y  
learned ,  who i n  t h e i r  wisdom have become foolse 
No, i n  t h e  e n t i r e  prophecy the  Prophet speaks 
concerning t h e  kingdom of grace  in ~~hijich we now 
l i v e ,  which Is the Church s& Christ  gathered 
from all t h e  nat ions  of t h e  Gentiles, ma% he 
says  about t h e  animals i s  p i c t u r e  language and 
imagery. With b e a u t i f u l  pictures from the  worb"$r% 
of na tu re ,  the  Prophet  sym$olizes and i%lus$rates 
t h e  peace which f i l l s  the  Church, I n  the world 
t h e r e  i s  r e s t l e s s n e s s ,  s t r i fe ,  and w a r ,  Here 
everyone th inks  e v i l  toward h i s  neighbor, The 
c h i l d r e n  sf men are i n  a hurry $0 shed bPoad, 
V ipe r ' s  poison i s  under their lips, 

I n  the  ChurcSra caf Chr i s t ,  ou r  kiasgdom, xt i s  
otherwise.  H e r e  there i s  peace, Cer t a in ly  t h e  
Church, t h e  b r i d e  of C h r i s t  s t i l l  has her s p a t s  
and wrinkles .  But she washes h e r s e l f  d a i l y  in 
t h e  blood of the Lamb and i s  sanct i f ied and cleaned 
through t h e  S p i r i t  of Jesus. I n  the  kingdom of 
C h r i s t  l i v e s  t h e  converted sinner. The Gospel o f  
Chr i s t  changes s inners  and makes a new creatisn, 
The men who are won through the  Gospel., tha t  is, 
those  who be l ieve  i n  Chr is t  and serve Him, deny 
t h e i r  crude l u s t s ,  p u t  away their v i o l e n t  nature,  
and avoid as much as i s  in them, anger, bitterness, 
and enmity. They are d e l i g e n t  fc hold  the  u n i t y  
of t h e  S p i r i t  through the band of peace. Through 
t h e  bond of l i v e  they  un i t ed  wieh one another, 
They do each o ther  no harm, only good. They are a 
holy  r a c e  and brotherhood. Here there is ns mope 
J e w  o r  Greek, master and slave, man and woman; but 
they a r e  a l l  one i n  Chr is t .  Cer ta in ly  only in t h a t  
world t o  come will t h i s  peace be perfect.  " H i s  
r e s t  shall be g lor ious ."  ( I s a i a h  1 1 : I . O  KJV)  There 
C h r i s t ' s  kingdom and r u l e  w i l l  be nothixlg but glory 
and spendour. To t h a t  end he lp  u s  God in grace. 

GLOSSOI~ALLA IN THE NEW TESTWENT 

AND THE MODERN C H A R I S W T I C  MOVEMENT 

The Rev, T. Michael Elliott 
Cama~ibls, California 

1, During t h e  l a s t  two decades, w e  witnessed 
a renewed interest and iwolvement i n  the 

11 supernatural ."  m i l e  many in the secular world 
were occupied w i t h  a s t ro logy  and other  forms of 
the occu l t ,  many in t h e  C h r i s t i a n  world were 
being inf luenced by the  "charismatic  movement." 
However, since the mid-197Qks,  t h i s  movement's 
inf luence  i n  ckren%-ches and denominations seems 60 
have waned. Cer t a in ly  the cha r i sma t i c sP  claims 
and goa l s  were e c l i p s e d  by t h e  d o c t r i n a l  contro- 
versies of t h a t  per iod ,  epitomized by the " b a t t l e  
for t h e  Bible" i n  the Luthern Church-Misssulri 
Synod, 

2. But--just as it would be a mistake t o  assume 
t h a t  ~ i s s o u r i ' s  problems f i n a l l y  have been 

reso lved  i n  favor  of s c r i p t u r a l  and confess ional  
orthodsxy--it would be a mistake t o  conclude that 
the char ismat ic  novement% decreased v i s i b i l i t y  
means a decreasing a c t i v i t y  and influence in many 
congregat ions,  A n  ar t ic le  i n  the  April 2,  1983 
i s s u e  of the sadd "eat a 

tu rn ing  po in t  i n  the Pen tecos t a l  saga may 
be a t  hand, some church observers feel ,  
as evangelical P r o t e s t a n t s  not only f i n d  
it e a s i e r  t o  l i v e  wi th  t he i r  Pentecos ta l /  
char i smat ic  b re th ren  bu t  a lso a r e  adapt-  
ing some a f  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  and spiritual 
per spec t ives  a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  them . . . . 
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cons ider ing  the discomfort  which most 
evangelicals f e l t  w i th  Pentecostalists/ 
charismatics i n  the 4960Bs ,  barriers are 
now breaking down and l i n e s  are being 
b l u r r e d  rather s w i f t l y  (Dart, I-A,  p ,  3.1, 

3 ,  Lutheran Perspective r e p o r t e d  on an in terv iew - - -  
with the  Rev, L a r r y  Christenson Q d i r e c ~ s x  s f  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Lutheran Renewal Geneer i n  S t ,  Paul ,  
Painneso~a) : 

Christenson s a i d  he doesn ' t  be l i eve  the  
charismatic movement has peaked, but  t h e  
Lutheran p a r t  of i t  has changed i t s  focus 

there is a greater emphasis on 
l o c a l i z i n g  the  movement* Many fears about 
the movement, %jhich were due to '@sheer  
lack of infornai&isn," have been al layed . 
charismatic renewal has a legikimate place 
w i t h i n  Lutheran theology and tradLzisn, and 
Lutherar~  churches are not  realizing the 
f u l l n e s s  of f a i t h  without  i t  (Thorkelson, 
14 Peb, 1983, p ,  31, 

4 ,  An a r t i c l e  appear ing  i n  the  Clir is t lan News 
said: 

mile t h e  Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
has taken an  a f f i c i a l  stand aga ins t  t h e  
modern charismatic movement and formerly 
removed char ismat ic  clergymen f r o m  i e s  
clergy spcster, char i smat ics ,  who f ~ o r s h i p  
with l i be ra l  Roman Catholics and Protes- 
t an ts ,  no t  i n  fe l lowship  w i th  &he L@MS, 

4 

are being al lowed do remain wi th in  the  
LCMS, . . .Rev, Don Matzat, an EGMS clergy- 
man . , . wrote . . . '"or a l l  practical 
purposes ,  the? liberal-conservative contrs-  
versy which he ld  the attention o f  t h e  
church f o r  the  p a s t  decade is a l l  bu t  over . On the ho r i zon  lsoms a controversy 

which, a ~ e ~ r d f n g  $0 one seminary professor, 
i s  of g r e a t e r  magnitude than the  d i f f i c u l t y  
through which the church has j u s t  p a s s e d ,  
It is t h e  char i smat ic  controversy . . . . 
c l e a r l y  sne of doctrine in~yalving many 
s e c t i o n s  s f  the Word o f  God which speak 
of t h e  work sf the  Holy S p i r i t  and t h e  
g i f t s  sf the  Holy Spirit" "tten, 6 June 
1983, p o  8). 

5. Taking t h e i r  name from t h e  New Testament t e r m  
~ a p i o u a ~ a  (Romans 12: 6, 1 Corin th ians  12: 9-- 

t h e  word X ~ P L  s means "grace") u s u a l l y  t r a n s l a t e d  
" s p i r i t u a l  g i f t s , "  charismatics claim that their 
movement is Chr i s t i an ,  s c r i p t u r a l ,  and S p i r i t -  
i n sp i r ed .  b o n g  the various '* char ismata8' t h a t  
proponents say t h e  Holy S p i r i t  gives them, "glss- 
s o l a l i a , "  known as "speaking l a  i rong~es , '~  is ern- 
phasized. But i s  the Holy S p i r i t  the source o f  
today's  speaking i n  tongues? Is t h i s  contemporary 
phenomenon an a u t h e n t i c  s ign of spiritual renewal? 

6. Clea r ly  in t h e  198QPs, as i n  every age, Chris- 
t i a n s  are t o  ''test the  s p i r i t s  t o  see whether 

they a r e  sf God; Eor many false prophets  have gone 
ou t  i n t o  t h e  world" (1 John 4 : 1 ) .  ( S c r i p t u r e  quo- 
t a t i o n s  a r e  from t h e  Revised S tandard  Version 
u n l e s s  otherwise noted.)  And t h i s  i s  one of t h e  
reasons  why God has  given u s  H i s  objective,  in- 
s p i r e d  Word--the su f f i c i en t  aad f i n a l  s tandard  by 
which C h r i s t i a n s  can claim the  g i f t  o f  '"spiritual 
cdiscernmeratw--by tzrhich w e  are ta judge w h e t k e r  o r  
not  something i s  t h e  Holy S p i r i t ' s  work o r  g i f t ,  
Therefore,  on t h e  bas i s  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  we 
w i l l  consider the fo l l swing  questions: m a t  were 
t h e  (I) n a t u r e  and (2)  purpose of g l u s s o % a l i a  in 
t h e  New Testament, according to Acts and I: Corin- 
t h i a n s ;  (3)  Does today ' s  "speaking i n  tangmese' 
by cha r i sma t i c s  f i t  the  New Testament model? 
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by cha r i sma t i c s  f i t  the  New Testament model? 



6 ,  The Nature of Glsssola%Pa i n  t h e  
New Testament 

7 ,  The term "g%osssJlalia" i s  deri-ved from t h e  
Koine' yXGaon XnX~i;v which means " t o  speak i n  

a tongue." Before H i s  ascension, Cllrist s a i d ,  
11 These s igns  w i l l  accompany those who believe: i n  
my name they  will cast  ou t  demons; they w i l l  speak 
i n  new tongues; they  w i l l  p i ck  up serpents ,  and i f  
they d r i n k  any deadly th ing ,  i t  will not  h u r t  them; 
they  w i l l  l a y  t h e i r  hands  on t h e  s i ck ,  a;rd they 
w i l l  recovers' (Mark 1 6  t 17-18). Sews' prc~rnise that 
H i s  apos t l e s  would y h a ~ a a a ~  j ~ ~ A ~ C T U C ~  L V  NQCVCXCS -- 
"speak i n  new (unknown, s t range)  ;:onglresH--- was 
f u l f i l l e d  by t h e  Holy Spirit's power on &he day of 
Pentecos t  ( A c t s  2: 1--48, 

8, S t ,  P a u l  t e l l s  u s  that members sf t h e  Corinthian 
congregat ion a l s o  spoke in eongues (and valued 

t h i s  g i f t  very h lgh iy ) .  When t h e  glsssola."ria of 
I Cor in th i ans  and t h e  g l o s s o l a l i a  of Acts are com- 
pared ,  one of three conc lusfans  is p a s s i b l e :  f i rst ,  
t h a t  bo th   he Pentecos t  and tiif Corin th ian  tongues 
w e r e  e a r t h l y  languages;  second, tha t  S t ,  Luke wrote  
about e a r t h l y  languages b u t  S t ,  P a u l  wrote about 
"unearthly"  ec s t a t i c  languages o r  utterances--two 
d i s t i n c t  phenomena; t h i r d ,  t h a t  bo t h  the  Pentecost  
and Go-t-inthian g%essola.%ia were heavenly e c s t a t i c  
u t t e r a n c e s ,  Most charismatics ho ld  e i ther  the  
second o r  t h i r d  vi_e~@oin%, Can we determine a i c h  
p s i t i o n  is c a s r e c t ,  on the  basis af an exegesjs s f  
p e r t i n e n t  t e x t s  f rom bo%h A c t s  and l Corinthians? 

The Nature  sf Glassolalia i n  A s k s  

E c s t a t i c  Utterances? -------- 

9. Those who believe t I a a t  t he  tonglies i n  A c t s  were 
ecs ta t ic  utterances (which r q u i r e d  iaeerpreta- 

t i o n  f o r  hearers t o  understand w t ~ a t  w a s  s a i d )  argue 
t h a t  the  Holy S p i r i t  t r ans la ted  r h ~  a p o s t l e s '  u t t e r -  
ances i n t o  k n a m  Pam~guages i n  t h e  Sear~~gr 's  

(rather than in the  speaker's speak ing ) ,  Those 
who f avsr this interp~eta%:P~sa.  c.Laim t h a t  ehe 
fact  tha t  the a p o s t l e s  were accused si being 
drunk (Acts 2 ~ 1 3 )  i s  evidence t h a t  they were 
speaking heavenly languages unknawx by m p n  , 

10, Hawever, that  some thought t h e  ~3,;csel.c~ were 
drunk can be explained by the  f a c t  t b a t  the  

apostles may have begun speaking in other tongues 
sl9lultaneous1ye Certainly--especially 1% hes rd  
from a distance--various languages spoken at t h e  
same time could easi ly  be perceived as unintelll- 
gfble  babbling, Luke a l so  t e l l s  us $ la :~ t  these men 
made t h i s  charge i n  de r i s ion ,  o r  mockery, c f  the 
apostles, 

11. Luke c9early states, "They began t o  speak i n  
other tongues, as the Spi . r i t  gx<rhG u t t e r -  

ance" (2: 4 )  ; and "each one beard --- them speakins in 
his a m  languagePD $2~6) a Nowhere does  Luke say 
that they simply -- heard in t h e i r  ~'hpm languages; nor 
does he say anything about t h e  Moly Spirit acting 
upon the hearers i n  any way, 

129 Rather, on the  day s f  Pentecost t h e  Bsly 
S p i r i t  galre the a p o s t l e s  the ability $0 

speak 2x1. i n t e l l i g i b l e  languages know by the  dias- 
pora J e w s  gathered in Jerusalem fram z'r"Eary lands, 
though ttnknom and fore ign to--and un4.eauned by-- 
the speakers, So $hey asked, "Row -is it that we 
heard, each of us in h i s  o m  native language?" 
(2:8). Here (and in verse 61, Luke uses  eke 
term ~ L $ X E H T O S  as an alternative to yh;oon; 
d ~ d ~ ~ m - o s  always means "language of a nation or 
regionw or r "dialect ,  '' 

3.3, Thus, what happened on Pentecost set the 
pattern fox all. subsequent tongues-speaking 

mentioned in A c t s  (at Csesarea, ehapeer 10; and at 
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Ephesus, c h a p t e r  1 9 ) ,  That Euke meant tongues 
were i n t e l l i g i b l e  languages -- spoken by t h e  speakers  
is  f u r t h e r  v e r i f i e d  by t h e  f o l l o w i n g  ve r se s :  
1 1  t . we hear  them t e l l i n g  i n  our  own tongues 
t h e  mighty works of God"' 2 1  "They spoke 
w i t h  tongues and prophesied' '  (19: 5 1 ,  I n  o t h e r  
words, t he  tongues t h a t  were spoken had c o g n i t i v e  
con ten t  t h a t  was communicated, i . e .  " the  mighty 
works of God" and prophecy.  When they spoke i n  
tongues they were speaking God's Word, 

The Nature of G l o s s o l a l i a  i n  I Cor in th i ans  

14.  However, most cha r i sma t i c s  (and many nonchar- 
ismatic§)--though they  concede t h a t  the  

tongues of A c t s  were i n t e l l i g i b l e ,  e a r t h l y  Ian- 
guages-- insis t  t h a t  t h e  tongues of I Cor in th i ans  
were unknown, heavenly, e c s t a t i c  languages o r  
u t t e r a n c e s .  Does I Cor in th i ans  i t s e l f  j u s t i f y  
o r  a l l ow  such an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  o r  does a careful  
exeges i s  of t h e  t ex t  of S t .  P a u l ' s  l e t t e r  l e a d  u s  
t o  a d i f f e r e n t  conc lus ion?  

Kinds of Tongues 
-____ql_- 

15. When Paul  l i s t s  "var ie t ies  of g i f t s "  from 
t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  he i n c l u d e s  l ~ i p w  y i v u  

yhwoouiv, that is "various kinds  of tongues" (I Cor- 
i n t h i a n s  l2 :10) .  Would P a u l  have w r i t t e n  about  
t 1 v a r i o u s  k inds  of tongues" i f  he meant " e c s t a t i c  

u t t e r ances"?  Can you make d i s t i n c t i o n s  among 
d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of " e c s t a t i c "  speech? Again, Paul 
r e f e r s  t o  ' s s p e a k e r s  i n  var icus  k inds  of tonguesm-- 
~ C v r j  yhwoauiv (12:28); y t v ~ ~  means "class," "kind," 

D t s o r t , "  " fami ly , "  o r  "nat ion."  Thus, the implica- 
t i o n  i s  t h i s :  there are many k inds  of languages,  
bu t  they a r e  all languages.  

16. Furthermore, S t .  Paul--missionary and world 
t raveler--wrote ,  "I speak i n  tongues more than  

you a l l "  ( 1 4 : 1 8 ) .  Did  P a u l  mean t h a t  he could 

speak more, o r  more d i f f e r e n t  k inds  o f ,  e c s t a t i c  
speech than the Cor in th i an  tongues-speakers could? 
Either Paul  meant he  spoke a g r e a t e r  number of  
d i f f e r e n t  languages o r  t h a t  he spoke unlearned 
languages more o f t e n  than d i d  the  Cor in th i an  
members . 
17. Paul himself equates tongues with d i f f e r e n t  

k inds  of e a r t h l y  language: " I f  I come t o  you 

speaking i n  tongues ( y h J o o a ~ g ) ,  how s h a l l  I b e n e f i t  
you unless  I b r i n g  you some r e v e l a t i o n  o r  knowledge 
o r  prophecy o r  teaching?  . There are doub t l e s s  

many different Languages ( y i v n  qwviiv) i n  t h e  world,  
and none i s  wi thout  meaning; bu t  i f  I do not. know 
the meaning of t h e  language, I s h a l l  be  a f o r e i g n e r  
t o  t h e  speaker and the  speaker a f o r e i g n e r  t o  me" 
(14: 6-11] , 

18. C h a r i s m a ~ i c s  claim t h a t  P a u l  w a s  dsawing an 
analogy between tongues  and e a r t h l y  languages,  

d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  t h e  two by us ing  9w~fi i n  v e r s e s  10 
and 11 i n s t e a d  of yhWoau (ve r se  6). But Paul  might 
have used two d i f f e r e n t  terms t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between 
languages l e a r n e d  i n  the  u s u a l  manner and those  same 
languages spoken by the  Holy S p i r i t ' s  power, no t  t o  
say t h a t  there w a s  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of 
t h e s e  languages. Of course, t h e r e  i s  nothing i n  t h e  
text t o  t e l l  u s  why P a u l  chose t o  u se  two d i f f e r e n t  
words, Y e t  Euke a l s o  used t w o  d i f f e r e n " ~ t e r m s  t o  
refer t o  the  same phenomenon from two d i f f e r e n t  per- 
s p e c t i v e s  (God's and man's) in A c t s  2:  yhuiooa i n  
v e r s e  4 ,  and S L C ~ X C N T O S  i n  verses 6 and 8. 

Tongues of Angels? 
t 19. Charismatics  argue t h a t  when S t .  Paul  s ays  "If 

I speak i n  the tongues of men and ange ls .  . ." 
(13:1),  he d i f f e r e n f i a t e s  between e a r t h l y  languages 
("of men") and tongues as  heavenly e c s t a t i c  u t t e r -  
ances ("of angels"). However, P a u l  used t h e  con- 
j unc t ion  ("if") wi th  t h e  sub junc t ive  mood of t h e  
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verb ,  AahG ("I speak"), which usr la l ly  expresses 
f u t u r e  cond i t i ons  i n  Greek, Therefore ,  i f  Paul 
means, "If I should speak i n  t h e  tongues of men 
and ange l s  . . . ," i s n ' t  he speakinrg hypothe t i -  
c a l l y ?  S t .  P a u l  cont inues ,  "'hnd i f  & have pro- 
p h e t i c  powers, and understand all w~ysrmies and 
a l l  knowledge, and if I have aJ.1. f a i t h ,  sa 9s T ~ C S  

remove mountains, but. have not  love, 1 a m  nothingsv 
( 1 3 ~ 2 ) .  A r e  w e  t o  concl~lde  tha t  Paul  i s  saying he 
a c t u a l l y  understoacl "'a11 myster ies rs  and d l  knswl- 
edge," and t h a t  he had "all f a i t h "  by which he 
l i t e r a l l y  had removed mountains? 

20. S i m i l a r l y ,  there is nothing i n  t h i s  text (nor 
i n  any o t h e r  t ex t  i n  Scr ip tu re )  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  

S t .  Pau l  a c t u a l l y  spoke i n  "angel ic  languages," o r  
t h a t  any human belrlg ever has o r  ever w i l l . ,  Even 
i f  Paul  had contempbated all the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of 
communicating t h a t  might e x i s t  i n  God's universe, 
h e  g i v e s  no c l u e s  t o  what the n a t u r e  of "angelic 
languages" might  be.  And wherlever the  S c r i p t u r e s  
recount  conversa t ions  between angels  and human 
be ings ,  they  never i n d i c a t e  t h a t  angels  spoke i n  
e c s t a t i c  u t t e r a n c e s  ins t ead  a g  knom human lan-  
guages; people appa ren t ly  understood God's messen- 
g e r s  without  t ramsl .a t ians  Gr i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  

Unknsm Tongues 

21. Much has  been made of the  King James t r a n s l a -  
t o r s '  use  o f  the ph ra se  "uriknown tongues" 

throughout chapter  14 (verses 2 .  4 ,  13, 1 4 ,  1 9 ,  27)  
of I Cor in th i ans ,  The ward "uxnkno~m" i s  not  found 
i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  text but  was an i n t e r p o l a t i o n  (as is 
AAT's "st range") by t h e  translators, r e f l e c t i n g  
t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t  i o n  and (well-meailing bu t  misguided) 
a t t emp t  t o  c l a r i f y  the  meaning af t h e  t e x t ,  Nowhere 
does Paul  s a y  "unknown tongues." ------ 

2 2 .  Y e t  there i s  a sense i n  which torlgiles were 
unknown, s jnce  S t .  P a u l  says, "c~ne who speaks 

i n  a t o n g ~ ~ e  speaks llot t o  men bu t  t o  God; f o r  no 
one understands h im ,  but he u t t e r s  mys re r i e s  i n  
t h e  Spirit" j l r i :  2). Eut t h e  charismatics i n t e r -  
p r e t  "no one understands them" t o  be an a b s o l u t e  
s ta tement:   ha' 3-9, i f  a speaker of every e a r t h l y  
language had heen present a t  worsh ip  services i n  
Corintk,  n o t  a m  s f  them would have understood t h e  
tongues spoken without  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  Rather, 
Pau l  was only  saying that no one normally p re sen t  
a t  p u b l i c  worsh ip  i n  Corinth u ~ d e r s t o o d  those  who 
spoke i n  tongues (without a t r a n s l a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  
~ o i n g - - t h e  cornnor tongue) . 
2 3 .  Likewise, when. Sk,  P a u l  says " ~ e  u t t e r s  mys- 

te r ies  i n ? ,  the  S p i r i t , "  he doesnet mean 
P I  mystery" in t he  seam of something a b s o l u t e l y  
incomprehensible t o  %en. Paul r e g u l a r l y  used t h e  
word guo-r f ip~ov t o  speak of God's r e v e l a t i o n  t o  
man i n  C h r i s t  ( c f ,  Rsmans P1:25; 1 Cor in th i ans  
451,  13:2, 15:5$; Ephesians 6:P9; Coloss ians  2:2; 
I Timothy 3: 9 ) .  And P a u l  fu r ther  exp la in s ,  "He 
who speaks i n  a tongue edifies h imse l f ,  bu t  h e  who 
prophesies edifies the church. . . . H e  who prophe- 
sies i s  greater than he who speaks i n  tongues,  
un less  someone i n t e r p r e t s  so t h a t  t h e  church may 
be e d i f i e d "  (14.: 4-51, These B B m y s t e ~ i e s ' h t k e r e d  i n  
tongues could be ullderstood by everyone i f  someone 
t r a n s l a t e d  t h e  unlcnsw~ Language i n t o  the  camon 
language : 

~E-reever s p e a k s  in a f o r e i g n  tongue which 
o ~ h e r s  ds not  urlde3:stand i s  not  e d i f y i n g  
the  chvxch, El?-s is at most a conversa- 
t i o n  between h iase l f  and God, completely 
%mystericus, u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  t o  o t h e r s  who 
do not  know the language,  . . The f a c t  
that the  $ndJ,w$aual e d i f i e s  "rrmself i nd i -  
cates t h a t  he tinderstands % h a t  he himself  
i s  saying,  . . . E d i f i c a t i o n ,  according 
to Scr ip t ta re ,  comes through the Word spoken 
to o u r  intellect-,, Bue t h e  fact  remains 



verb ,  AahG ("I speak"), which usr la l ly  expresses 
f u t u r e  cond i t i ons  i n  Greek, Therefore ,  i f  Paul 
means, "If I should speak i n  t h e  tongues of men 
and ange l s  . . . ," i s n ' t  he speakinrg hypothe t i -  
c a l l y ?  S t .  P a u l  cont inues ,  "'hnd i f  & have pro- 
p h e t i c  powers, and understand all w~ysrmies and 
a l l  knowledge, and if I have aJ.1. f a i t h ,  sa 9s T ~ C S  

remove mountains, but. have not  love, 1 a m  nothingsv 
( 1 3 ~ 2 ) .  A r e  w e  t o  concl~lde  tha t  Paul  i s  saying he 
a c t u a l l y  understoacl "'a11 myster ies rs  and d l  knswl- 
edge," and t h a t  he had "all f a i t h "  by which he 
l i t e r a l l y  had removed mountains? 

20. S i m i l a r l y ,  there is nothing i n  t h i s  text (nor 
i n  any o t h e r  t ex t  i n  Scr ip tu re )  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  

S t .  Pau l  a c t u a l l y  spoke i n  "angel ic  languages," o r  
t h a t  any human belrlg ever has o r  ever w i l l . ,  Even 
i f  Paul  had contempbated all the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of 
communicating t h a t  might e x i s t  i n  God's universe, 
h e  g i v e s  no c l u e s  t o  what the n a t u r e  of "angelic 
languages" might  be.  And wherlever the  S c r i p t u r e s  
recount  conversa t ions  between angels  and human 
be ings ,  they  never i n d i c a t e  t h a t  angels  spoke i n  
e c s t a t i c  u t t e r a n c e s  ins t ead  a g  knom human lan-  
guages; people appa ren t ly  understood God's messen- 
g e r s  without  t ramsl .a t ians  Gr i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  

Unknsm Tongues 

21. Much has  been made of the  King James t r a n s l a -  
t o r s '  use  o f  the ph ra se  "uriknown tongues" 

throughout chapter  14 (verses 2 .  4 ,  13, 1 4 ,  1 9 ,  27)  
of I Cor in th i ans ,  The ward "uxnkno~m" i s  not  found 
i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  text but  was an i n t e r p o l a t i o n  (as is 
AAT's "st range") by t h e  translators, r e f l e c t i n g  
t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t  i o n  and (well-meailing bu t  misguided) 
a t t emp t  t o  c l a r i f y  the  meaning af t h e  t e x t ,  Nowhere 
does Paul  s a y  "unknown tongues." ------ 

2 2 .  Y e t  there i s  a sense i n  which torlgiles were 
unknown, s jnce  S t .  P a u l  says, "c~ne who speaks 

i n  a t o n g ~ ~ e  speaks llot t o  men bu t  t o  God; f o r  no 
one understands h im ,  but he u t t e r s  mys re r i e s  i n  
t h e  Spirit" j l r i :  2). Eut t h e  charismatics i n t e r -  
p r e t  "no one understands them" t o  be an a b s o l u t e  
s ta tement:   ha' 3-9, i f  a speaker of every e a r t h l y  
language had heen present a t  worsh ip  services i n  
Corintk,  n o t  a m  s f  them would have understood t h e  
tongues spoken without  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  Rather, 
Pau l  was only  saying that no one normally p re sen t  
a t  p u b l i c  worsh ip  i n  Corinth u ~ d e r s t o o d  those  who 
spoke i n  tongues (without a t r a n s l a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  
~ o i n g - - t h e  cornnor tongue) . 
2 3 .  Likewise, when. Sk,  P a u l  says " ~ e  u t t e r s  mys- 

te r ies  i n ? ,  the  S p i r i t , "  he doesnet mean 
P I  mystery" in t he  seam of something a b s o l u t e l y  
incomprehensible t o  %en. Paul r e g u l a r l y  used t h e  
word guo-r f ip~ov t o  speak of God's r e v e l a t i o n  t o  
man i n  C h r i s t  ( c f ,  Rsmans P1:25; 1 Cor in th i ans  
451,  13:2, 15:5$; Ephesians 6:P9; Coloss ians  2:2; 
I Timothy 3: 9 ) .  And P a u l  fu r ther  exp la in s ,  "He 
who speaks i n  a tongue edifies h imse l f ,  bu t  h e  who 
prophesies edifies the church. . . . H e  who prophe- 
sies i s  greater than he who speaks i n  tongues,  
un less  someone i n t e r p r e t s  so t h a t  t h e  church may 
be e d i f i e d "  (14.: 4-51, These B B m y s t e ~ i e s ' h t k e r e d  i n  
tongues could be ullderstood by everyone i f  someone 
t r a n s l a t e d  t h e  unlcnsw~ Language i n t o  the  camon 
language : 

~E-reever s p e a k s  in a f o r e i g n  tongue which 
o ~ h e r s  ds not  urlde3:stand i s  not  e d i f y i n g  
the  chvxch, El?-s is at most a conversa- 
t i o n  between h iase l f  and God, completely 
%mystericus, u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  t o  o t h e r s  who 
do not  know the language,  . . The f a c t  
that the  $ndJ,w$aual e d i f i e s  "rrmself i nd i -  
cates t h a t  he tinderstands % h a t  he himself  
i s  saying,  . . . E d i f i c a t i o n ,  according 
to Scr ip t ta re ,  comes through the Word spoken 
to o u r  intellect-,, Bue t h e  fact  remains 



t h a t  he c a n ' t  communicate it t o  o t h e r s  
i n  a tongue t h e y  understand,  and t h a t  
keeps t h e  f o r e i g n  tongue as such from 
ed i fy ing  o t h e r s  . . . which i s  t h e r e f o r e  
ou t  of p l ace  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  assembly 
(Harley, 1 2  June 1978, p, 9) 

24.  But doesn ' t  Paul's statement, "%f I pray i n  
a  tongue, my s p i r i t  p r a y s  bu t  my mind i s  un- 

f r u i t f u l "  (14:14),  prove t h a t  t h e  tongues-speaker 
himself d i d n ' t  understand what he was praying? 
We must remember t h a t  P a u l  was s t i l l  speaking about  
t he  use  of tongues i n  t h e  pub l i c  assembly: when 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  's " s p i r i t s b s p o k e  (prayed) i n  un- 
l ea rned  languages,  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  understood bu t  
h i s  mind was " u n f r u i t f u l " ;  t h a t  is,  h i s  understand- 
ing d i d  no t  produce the " f r u i t "  of understanding 
among t h e  o t h e r s  p re sen t .  So Paul  s a i d ,  "He who 
speaks i n  a t o n g w  sho r~ ld  pray f o r  t h e  power t o  
i n t e r p r e t "  (14:13).  Otherwise, "how can anyone i n  
t h e  p o s i t i o n  of an o u t s i d e r  say  t h e  'Amen' t o  your 
thanksgiving when he does no t  knew what y m  a r e  
say iag?"  (14: 1 6 )  (The word div6v i r l d i ca t e s  agree- 
ment wi th  t h e  conten t  of what i s  s a i d , )  

25. Therefore ,  S t ,  Pau l  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  ; P P ~ ~ ~ & C U  
yhwaoGv (I2:IO)--the ' Y i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 

tonguesf t - -pr inciple .  S ince  t h e  word i p ~ q v c c ~  means 
" i n t e r p r e t a t i o n "  i n  t h e  sense of "traras1ation9'  
( c f .  Hebrews 7:2), P a u l ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n  was t h i s :  i f  
members of t h e  Cor in th i an  congregat ion spoke a t  a l l  
i n  f o r e i g n  languages dur ing  worsh ip ,  there must be  
a t r a n s l a t i o n  i n t o  the  common language fl(oin4) so 
t h a t  a l l  p r e s e n t  would understand (be e d i f i e d  by)' 
the message t h a t  w a s  spoken ( 1 4 ~ 2 6 - 2 8 ) .  The f a c t  
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t h a t  S t .  Paul  i n s l s t r d  on t r a n s l a t i o n  means t h a t  a 

t r a n s l a t i o n  w a s  p o s s i b l e ,  indeed was t o  be t h e  norm. 
Thus, ~ a u l ' s  "no one understands" (14:2) can no t  be 
i n c l u s i v e ;  i f  t h e  Cor in th i an  tongues had been "un- 
known" a b s o l u t e l y ,  t r a n s l a t i o n  o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 

them would no t  have been p o s s i b l e .  

26, Therefore, a c a r e f u l  s tudy  of I Cor in th i ans  
reveals nothing which would l e a d  u s  t o  con- 

c lude  tha t  the Cssinthian tongues were heavenly 
languages o r  e c s t a t i c  u t t e r a n c e s .  Indeed,  t h e r e  
are many i n d i e a t i o n s  i n  S t .  P a u l ' s  l e t t e r  which 
lead us  ts conclude t h a t  the  tongues of Cor in th  
were ea r th ly ,  i n t e l l i g i b l e  (though unlearned)  
languages,  

Conclusion 

27 .  Luke, an a s s o c i a t e  and companion of S t .  Pau l ,  
probably wrote  Acts  (ca. 62 A.D.) a f t e r  Paul  

had w r i t t e n  h i s  f i r s t  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Cor in th i ans  
(ca. 55 A , D , ) ,  Luke w a s  f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  Corin- 
t h i a n  congregat ion and might have known about  
~ a u l ' s  P e t t e r s  t o  t h i s  congrega t ion  (c f .  Acts  18: 
1-11). It is  probable ,  then ,  t h a t  Luke was famil-  
iar with P a u l ' s  t e ach ing  concerning t h e  abuse of 
t h e  g i f t  of tongues.  Therefore ,  i t  is  s i g n i f i c a n t  
that--after t h e  f a c t  of the  Cor in th i an  controversy-- 
Luke chose t o  use t h e  same terminology (yXGooa 
A ~ X E C V )  used by S t .  Pau l  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  g i f t  of 
languages,  

28, O f  course, S t ,  Pau l  had no need t o  d e s c r i b e  
the  n a t u r e  of gLosso l a l i a  i n  h i s  l e t t e r ,  be- 

cause the  Cor in th i ans  knew what tongues were. But 
Luke ( i n  keeping wi th  the  r ea sons  he g i v e s  f o r  
w r i t i n g  both Acts and h i s  Gospel, Luke 1:l-4) 
needed t o  d e s c r i b e  the  n a t u r e  of g l o s s o l a l i a  t o  
Theophilus (ts thorn he addressed h i s  account ,  A c t s  
$:I). Since t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  d e s c r i b e  no o t h e r  type  
0% g l o s s o l a l i a ,  S t .  Luke's d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  Acts  is 
also de f in i t i ve  f o r  g l o s s o l a l i a  i n  I Cor in th i ans ,  
This  con~: lus ion  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  analogy 
( r u l e )  of f a i t h :  ' " ~ c r i p t u r a  ex S c r i p t u r a  expl icanda  
est"-- that  is,  ' '~cri-yture must e x p l a i n  i t s e l f  ." 
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"Examples ought t o  be i n t e r p r e t e d  a ~ : . r ? ~ d - i n p  t o  the  
r u l e ,  t h a t  i s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  sclrpe r ~ n d  clear Tj~issager; 
of S c r i p t u r e ,  n o t  a g a i n s t  t h e  r u l r  of p - ~ s s a ~ - s X  c, f- 

(Tapper t ,  1959, p .  2 7 9 ) .  

29. T h e r e f o r e ,  the New Testament a l w C a y s  t:ses t h e  
term y )\i;jt-raa t o  mean e i t h e r  ( % ) t i i e  le"rrj~sj_cal 

tongue (organ o r  s o u r c e  of speech, Mar!; 7: 33, 
P h i l i p p i a n s  2:11; f i g u r a t i v e l y ,  Acts 2~13, o r  (2) 
a language o r  l anguages  (as you o r  I miglri. S ~ Y ,  

" ~ n g l i s h  i s  rny mother tongue") .  i n  bode Acrs and 
1 C o r i n t h i a n s ,  tongues  were f o r e i g n  'iar:krrages, 

_I * though un lea rned  by t h e i r  speaki rs  ::t:a :nrr.?cuj ous1.y 
produced by t h e  Holy S p i r l  t ,  T h u s  i-hc ;Vet7 'Ytlstameng: 
never  u s e s  y hGoua t o  mean e i t h e r  (1) languages 
(heavenly  o r  o t h e r w i s e )  unknocin t o  hirrnao beirigs i n  
a n  a b s o l u t e  sense ,  o r  ( 2 )  e c s t a t i c  ueteuances o r  
g i b b e r i s h .  Such in te rp re ta t ions - - - t i .oug i~  coirrncm and 
n o t h i n g  new--are " a  p r i o r i f '  assumptko~s; t h a t  h8ve 
been imposed on t h e  p e r t i n e n t  p e r i c u p e s .  Sc  he 
Rev. P h i l i p  Gehlhar ,  a  Lu theran  pastor srrd ehar is -  
matic a p o l o g i s t ,  s a i d  ( i n  a p a p e r  I i ~ e z r i i  hinl prc-- 
s e n t  a t  a  M i s s o u r i  Synod, Sou thern  ca! x f c ~ i a i a  
D i s t r i c t ,  p a s t o r a l  c o n f e r e n c e ) :  

The word "tongues" means languages. Xi- 
does  n o t  mean e c s t a t i c  u t t e r awes ,  a:-- 
though some t r a n s l a t e  i t  t h a t  wey. . . . 
GPossai  i s  used 52 t i m e s  ia she  Neb: f c s t a -  
merit, p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t h e  h m r l  organ a f  
speech o r  human language.  Outside o f  
I C o r i n t h i a n s  2 2  and 1 4  it c o u l d  never 
mean e c s t a t  is: u t t e r a n c e s ,  ' T h a t  Par!? asst-3 

means r e a l  l anguages  wi th  zneailih~g irj  
L C o r i n t h i a n s  i s  evident a lsa  frcni 1 Cor- 
i n t h i a n s  13: 1 and 14:  10  (1.5 Octob2i  l f j.5, 
p. 2.21, 

-- -- 
I h ,  The Purpose  of C I o s s o l a L i a  i n  t h e  

New Testament 

36 .  God does a s s t  g ive  g i f t s  t o  H i s  church wi thou t  
a p u ~ p o s ~ ;  i t  follows then t h a t  if t h a t  pur-  

pose ao l o n g e ~  c x i s t s ,  God i s  no l o n g e r  g i v i n g  t h e  
$fft:.:, F c i k  1 s m m 5 ; . , l ~ ,  God is no kongcr g i v i n g  t h e  
g i f t  (of prop%c:sic inspiration t o  men because  H i s  
compIett26 i4orti now s a t i s f i e s  H i s  i n t e n t  i o n s  (con- 
t r a r y  to G ~ D Z ~ :  many c u l t s  claim; c f .  I C o r i n t h i a n s  
2 e v e  - 9  "God o u r  S a v i o r  . . . 
d e s i r e s  all. men t o  be saved and come t a  t h e  knowl- 
edge o f  t he  t r u ~ h "  ((T Timothy 2:3 -41 ,  and what H e  
had revealed i n  t h e  SCTX~$IJ~ -F~%IS  is s u f f i c i e n t  t o  
aeca.;,;ipatls;: t h a t  purpose,  Theref o r e ,  any f u r t h e r  
d3,reeg revela t ion t o  men w~duld be e i t h e r  c o n t r a d i e -  
t u ~ y  u r   perflua luaus t o  ~sd's p u r p o s e s  ( c f .  1 Corin- 
thjar-ss 14:35, 1 1  'Timatily 3:b4-171,  

General Purpose of S i g n s  -- --____I1-- __Cp_p_l___p 

31. According t o  t i l e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  what was t h e  pur- 
pose o f  t h e  charismata, i n c l u d i n g  the g i f t  of 

languages, which t h e  risen C h r i s t  promised would 
aCCOEpaiiy t h e  a p u c t l e s '  p r o c l a m a t i o n  of t h e  g o s p e l  
(Mark 16~15-1817 We are t o l d  t h a t  " they  went f o r t h  
acd p ~ e ~ c h e d  everywhere, w h i l e  t h e  Lord worked w i t h  
then aqd c:infirmed t h e  message by the  sics t h a t  --------- .-- .- - 
attended i.t" (Mark 16: 20). These spec ia l .  g i f t s  were 
not ends  ir-i t.i2;.mselves; t h e y  were s i g n s  meant t o  --- 
v e r i f y  aid p o i n t  t o  the a p o s t o l i c  message:  

r-3 rbe ge:kerz! p t i rpcse  of d i s t r i b u t i n g  pro- 

p h e t % ~  z i f i - s  i n  t h e  a p o s t o l i c  church  was 
t i l e  same as t h a t  of t h e  o t h e r  s i g n s  and 
wuisdecs 3oue by the a p o s t l e s ,  t h e  authen-  
t-2-aklon of t h e i r  f ~ u r ~ d a t i o n a l  o f f i c e  i n  
t h e  c k u ~ c h *  T h a t  is, t h e s e  char i sms  were 
give71 t o  prove t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  apos- 
t l e s  z~s t h e  i n f a l l i b l e  t e a c h e r s  whose o r a l  
and u r i t t e i ~  i n s t r u c t i o n  was t o  serve,  
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not ends  ir-i t.i2;.mselves; t h e y  were s i g n s  meant t o  --- 
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r-3 rbe ge:kerz! p t i rpcse  of d i s t r i b u t i n g  pro- 

p h e t % ~  z i f i - s  i n  t h e  a p o s t o l i c  church  was 
t i l e  same as t h a t  of t h e  o t h e r  s i g n s  and 
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t l e s  z~s t h e  i n f a l l i b l e  t e a c h e r s  whose o r a l  
and u r i t t e i ~  i n s t r u c t i o n  was t o  serve,  



t o g e t h e r  wi th  t h a t  of t h e  prophe ts  whom 
they  confirmed, a s  t h e  founda t ion  of t h e  
New Testament church (Eph, 2:19-20) 
( Jud i sch ,  1948, p.  35 ) .  

32. What was t h e  s u b j e c t  s f  t h e  o r a l  and :xtBtten 
a p o s t o l i c  message t h a t  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  con 

f i rmed with  t h e s e  s i g n s ?  Again, be fo re  H i s  ascen- 
s i o n  t h e  r i s e n  Savior  promised: "You s h a l l  receive 
power when t h e  Holy S p i r i t  h a s  come upon y ~ u ;  and 
you s h a l l  be my w i tne s se s  beginning i n  Jeruealem 
and i n  a l l  .Jux;a and Samaria and t o  t he  end of t h e  
ea r th "  (Acts  1 ~ 8 ) .  The Holy S p i r i t  gave c h a r i s -  
mata no t  as a  w i tne s s  t o  HimseZf b u t  t o  p o i n t  t o  
t h e  person and work of J e s u s  Chr i s t  as t h e  stabj2c:t 
of t h e  a p o s t o l i c  proclamation (cf  . John 16: 12%-15), 
But, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  general .  pu rpose ,  what- was 
t h e  s p e c i f i c  purpose of gl.osso1ali.a accord ing  t o  
both Acts  and I1 Cor in th i ans?  

The Purpose of G l o s s o l a l i a  i n  Acts 

A Sign t o  I s r a e l  --~ 

3 3 *  Luke informs u s  t h a t  Jews were present  on t h e  
t h r e e  occas ions  recorded i n  Acts when t h e  g i f t  

of languages was g iven  ( a t  Je rusa lem,  Caesarea,  and 
Ephesus),  Th i s  g i f t  was no t  God's way of f a c i l i -  
t a t i n g  t h e  proclamation of t h e  gospe l  throughout  
t h e  Roman world ( s i n c e  ~ o i n g  was a universa . l  I an -  
guage throughout  t h e  empire) ;  r a t h e r ,  t h e  g i f t  of 
tongues was a  s i g n  meant f o r  a  s p e c i f i c  n a t i o n ,  
t h e  Jewish nati-on. So Luke t e l l s  u s  that, %hen 
their a t t e n t i o n  had been cap tured  by Gal i leans  
speaking an  amazing v a r i e t y  of languages,  t h e  diass- 
pora Jews (ga thered  i n  Jerusalem on Pen t ecos t )  are- 
sponded w i t h  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  ques t i on  ( s i n c e  a s i g n  
po in t ed  t o  something beyond itself),"b!hat does t h i s  
mean?'"Acts 2:12) ,  

A S ign  of God's B le s s ing  

34.  Answering i n  t h e  common language ( ~ o i n d ) ,  t h e  
Apost le  P e t e r  t o l d  them what t h e  s i g n  of 

tongues meant accord ing  t o  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s :  

This  i s  what w a s  spoken by the  prophet  
J o e l :  "And i n  t h e  l a s t  days i t  s h a l l  be, 
God d e c l a r e s ,  t ha t  E w i l l  pour o u t  my 
S p i r i t  upon a91 f l e s h  . . . . And 1 w i l l  
show wsnders in t h e  heaven above and s i g n s  
on t h e  e a r t h  below . . . be fo re  t h e  day of 
t h e  Lord comes . . . t h a t  whoever c a l l s  on 
t h e  name of t h e  Lord s h a l l  be saved." . 
Thi s  J e s u s  God r a i s e d  up, and of t h a t  w e  
are a l l  w i t n e s s e s  . . . . and hawing r e -  
ce ived  from t h e  Fa the r  t h e  promise of t h e  
Moly S p i r i t ,  he h a s  poured ou t  t h i s  which 
you s e e  and h e a r  . . . . Let  a l l  t h e  house 
of I s r a e l  t h e r e f ~ r e  know a s s u r e d l y  t haz  God 

' h a s  made h i m  bo th  Lord and C h r i s t ,  t h i s  
J e s u s  whom you c r u c i f i e d  (2:16-369, 

The g i f t  of languages w a s  a  s i g n  t o  I s r a e l  of God's 
b l e s s i n g  i n  C h r i s t ,  H i s  conf i rmat ion  s f  t h e  apos-* 
t o l i e  message t h a t  J e s u s ,  c r u c i f i e d  and r i s e n ,  w a s  
indeed I s r a e l ' s  promised Messiah, 

35, Responding t o  this good news, t h e  d i a spo ra  
Sews i n  Je rusa lem asked 

P e t e r  and the  r e s t  of t h e  a p o s t l e s ,  " ~ r e t h r e n ,  
what shall. we do?" And P e t e r  s a i d  t o  them, 
" ~ e p e n t  and be bap t i zed  every one of you i n  
the  name of Jesus C h r i s t  f o r  t h e  f o r g i v e n e s s  
of your s i n s ;  and you s h a l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  g i f t  
of the  Holey S p i r i t .  For t h e  promise is  t o  
you and to your c h i l d r e n  and t o  a l l  t h a c r e  
f a r  o f f ,  every one whom t h e  Lord ou r  God 
c a l l s  t o  him" (2: 37-39), 

F i r s t ,  then ,  a s  a s ign  of b l e s s i n g ,  tongues po in t ed  
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' h a s  made h i m  bo th  Lord and C h r i s t ,  t h i s  
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F i r s t ,  then ,  a s  a s ign  of b l e s s i n g ,  tongues po in t ed  



be  b l e s s e d :  by repent ing ,  be ing  b a p t i z e d ,  and 
b e l i e v i n g  i n  J e s u s  as  Lord  and Messiah,  

36 .  Rut Luke a l s o  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  (on t h e  second 
o c c a s i o n  he  r e c o u n t s ,  a t  Caesa rea )  b e l i e v i n g  

Sews 

who came w i t h  P e t e r  were amazed, because  
t h e  g i f t  of t h e  Naly S p i r i t  had been 
poured o u t  even on  t h e  G e n t i l e s ,  For  -- 
they h e a r d  them speak ing  i n  tongues  and 
e x t o l l i n g  Cod. Then P e t e r  dec l a r ed ,  "Can 
any one Forbid  water f o r  b a p t i z i n g  these  
peop le  who have r e c e i v e d  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  
j u s t  a s  ~ 7 ~ 3  have?"  And he commanded them 
t o  be b a p t i z e d  i r a  t h e  name of J e s u s  
C h r i s t  (10:45-48). 

The g i f t  of l anguages  w a s  also a  s i g n  t o  I s r a e l  of 
God's b l e s s i n g  i n  C h r i s t  for all people, H i s  con- 
f i r m a t i o n  of t h e  a p o s t o l i c  message t h a t  J e s u s  was 
the w o r l d f $  promised Savior as  w e l l  a s  I s r a e l ' s  
Messiah ( t h e  b l e s s i n g  promised i n  Genes i s  12 : l -3 ) .  
Second, t h e n ,  a s  a sign of blessing, tongues  i n d i -  
c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  g o s p e l  of s a l v a t i o n  through f a i t h  
i n  Christ was to be proclaimed n o t  only "to you and 
t o  your  c h i l d r e n "  b u t  " t o  a l l  t h a t  a r e  f a r  off, -- 
everyone whom t h e  Lord our God calls t o  him'' ( 2 : 3 9 )  
--for example, as f a r  away from Palestine as Ephesus 
(19:l-10)--not o n l y  t o  t h e  Jews b u t  t o  all nations. 

The Purpose  of  610ssol.aPia in 1 Corinthians 

3 7 .  However, S t .  P a u l ,  p a r a p h r a s i n g  Deuterononly 
2 8 ~ 4 9  and l sa iah  28:11-12, t e l l s  us: "In the  

law it is written, 'By men of strange tongues and 
by t h e  l i p s  of  foreigners w i l l  1 speak t o  t h i s  
peop le ,  and even t h e n  they will no t  l i s t e n  to m e ,  
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dif ferenrr .  f o r e i g n  languages  s imul taneous ly ,  and 
p u b l i c l y ,  w a s  c h a o t i c  and confusing t o  ou t s i - de r s  
( % 4 : 2 6 - 3 3 ) .  An unbe l i eve r  could be exposed t o  
C h r i s t ' s  g r ace  only i f  he heard  God's Word pro- 
claimed i n  t he  common language (as God's Word w a s  
p roc la imed  by P e t e r  i n  t h e  common language on Pen te -  
cost), Therefore ,  " I f  a l l  prophesy," rabhher than  
speak i n  f o r e i g n  languages,  "and an  unbe l i eve r  o r  
o u t s i d e r  en te r s ,  he is  convinced . . . c.al%ed t o  
acccunt by  all, t he  s e c r e t s  of h i s  hea r t  are d i s -  
c l o s e d ;  and s o ,  . . he  w i l l  worship God and d e c l a r e  
t h a t  God i s  really among you" (l4:24-25).  

40.  But, in t h e  second place, i t  i s  important khat 
w e  remember t h a t  t h e r e  were t w o  t y p e s  sf un- 

believers dur ing  t h e  a p o s ~ a l i c  e ra :  u n b e l i e v e r s  
(Jewish) who were f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t he  S c r i p t u r e s  and 
unbclicvcrs ( g e n t i l e )  who were n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i k h  
t h c  Scriptures, Thus, g e n t i l e  unbe l i eve r s  were 
ignorant o f  the s i g n i f i c a n c e  of tongues accord ing  
t o  God's Word; t h e y  t h e r e f o r e  s a i d  t h a t  tongenes- 
speakers vere "mades' Therefore ,  P a u l  meant Jewish 
u n b e l i e v e r s  when he s a i d  t h a t  "tongues are a s ign  
. . . for unbel ievers" :  they knew Deuteronomy ( 2 8 )  
and I s a i a h  ( 2 8 )  and, t h e r e f o r e ,  should have known 
the s igni f icance  of t h e  g i f t  of languages,  

A Temporary S i g n  ----- - 

" 41- As a s i g n  t o  I s r a e l ,  Paul i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
purpose of tongues was t e a ~ ~ p o r a r y :  ''2s f o r  

p r o p h e c i e s ,  they w i l l  p a s s  away; as f a r  tongues,  
t h e y  w i l l  cease ;  a s  f o r  knowledge,  i t  w i l l  p a s s  
awayfP (13~8)~ We s h o u l d  n o t e  t h a t  Paul_ used  t w o  
d i f f e r e n t  verbs i n  t h i s  verse, one verb w i t h  both 
" p r o p h e c i e s "  2nd "knowledge": apomni~Za~, 
~a~ap~r~:+<:rov CD,L , * yviia~~, ~ct:~cxprriSrjcrr~~v,~ 
Therefore, prophecies and knowledge " s h a l l  be 
abolished (pass away)"":in b a t h  c a s e s ,  P a u l  used  
the f u t u r e  pass ive  i n d i c a t i v e  of $lie v e r b  ~ ~ ~ ~ Q Y ~ ~ -  

42. But w h e n  Pau l  w r o t e  " tongues s h a l l  c ea se , "  
he used another  verb wi th  "tongues":  yA&i\ooa~, 

~adcrcrv~a~. aau"crcj-v.rac, is t h e  f u t u r e  middle ind ica-  
t ive  ( t h i r d  person p l u r a l )  of t h e  verb ~tabw. I em- 
phas i ze  the  f a c t  khat t h i s  verb i s  i n  t h e  middle 
voice--a v o i c e  which w e  n o t  on ly  do n o t  have i n  our 
language bu t  which is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r ans l a t e  i n t o  
Engl ish.  However, i n  Greek t h e  nnidd.le voice of the  
ve rb  represents t h e  s u b j e c t  a s  ac t ing  upon i t se l f  
i n  some way; t h a t  is, t h e  subject.  i s  both t h e  agent 
and t h e  o b j e c t  0% t h e  verb ( t h e  a c t i o n ) ,  Therefore ,  
it. i s  p o s s i b l e  ts t r a n s l a t e  y ~ ~ c r o a ~ ,  noldi\oovTaL i n  
t h e  fo l lowing  manner: '"tongues, they s h a l l  c ea se  
ia and s f  themselves ,"  

43. But d i d  Paul  a c t u a l l y  say when tongues would 
cease?  H e  c e r t a i n l y  g ives  a  c lue  ia t h e  next 

v e r s e s :  "Our knowledge i s  imper fec t  and our  proph- 
ecy i s  impe r f ec t ;  bu t  when t h e  p e r f e c t  comes, t h e  
imperfect w i l l  p a s s  away" (13~9-10) ;  a move accurate 
t r a n a l a t i c ~ a ~  would be,  "but when t h e  h o l e  (complete, 
mature) comes, the  partial ( incomplete)  will pass 
away." So the New Testament ~ h u r c h ' s  in fancy;  
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e i r  purpose would cea se  t o  e x i s t  when 
t h e  m a t u r i t y  and wholeness of f u l l  knowledge came: 
"When 1 was a c h i l d ,  1 spoke l i k e  a c h i l d ,  I: 
thought  l i k e  a c h i l d ,  E reasoned l i k e  a c h i l d ;  when 
1 became a man, I gave up c h i l d i s h  ways, For now 
we see i n  a mirror dimly, bu t  then face t o  face, 
Now 1 know i n  park ;  then I s h a l l  unders tand f u l l y ,  
even as I have been f u l l y  unders toodDe (13 : l l -P2) ,  

4 4 .  Many i n t e rp r e t e r s  unders tand  "the wholeq' 
(especia l ly  when. t r a n s l a t e d  " t h e  perfect ' " ) ,  

11 f a c e  t o  face," and "unders tand f u l l y "  t o  be refers- 

enees t o  the  b e l i e v e r ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n  i n ~ a  e t e r n a l  
b l i s s  a t  death o r  t h e  resur rec t ion  t o  e t e r n a l  l i f e  
a t  the  parousia .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  can be argued t h a t  
S t .  Pau l  was referr ing t o  t h e  end sf d i r e c t  xeve- 
l a t f o n  through p r o p h e t i c  g i f t s  when God's "wholeQ' 
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r e v e l a t i o n  became a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  church. When 
t h e  need f o r  d i r e c t  r e v e l a t i o n  no l o n g e r  e x i s t e d ,  
p r o p h e t i c  g i f t s  ( l a n g u a g e s  as w e l l  a s  prophecy and 
knowledge) no l o n g e r  would b e  n e c e s s a r y ;  t h e y  t h e r e -  
f o r e  would be  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  New Testament  c h u r c h ' s  
i n f a n c y :  

The "complece t h i n g , "  seen i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  composite of a l l  the  i n d i -  
v idua l ,  pieces of prophecy,  d i s c o u r s e  in 
u n l e a r n e d  tongues ,  and p r o p h e t i c  knowledge 
. . . . The p r o p h e t i c  g i f t s ,  t h e n ,  must 
c e a s e  when God's r e v e l a t i o n  i s  complete  
. . . . t h e  a p o s t o l i c  r e v e l a t i o n  d i d  of 
c o u r s e  r e a c h  comple t ion  by t h e  end s f  t h e  
f i r s t  c e n t u r y  . . . . The Gfzrristfart w i t h  
p iecemeal  ( a l b e i t  i n f a l l i b l e )  o r a l  apos- 
t o l i c  p r o c l a m a t i o n  as  h i s  o n l y  supplement 
t o  t h e  Old  Testament i s  l i k e n e d  t o  t h e  
a p o s t l e  Looking a t  h i m s e l f  i n  a dim m i r r o r  
and so  knoving h imse l f  on ly  i n  p a r t ,  The 
C h r i s t i a n  w i t h  t h e  compls te  a p o s t o l i c  revs- 
l a t i o n  (and i t s  e s s e n c e  reduced  t o  w r i t i n g )  
i s  Likened t o  t h e  a p o s t l e  s ee ing  himself  i n  
a  c l e a r  m i r r o r  ("face t o  face") ~ i n d  so per -  
c e i v i n g  h imse l f  as  he  1s perceived 23y 
o t h e r s  ( J u d l s c h ,  1978, pp, 48-50 ] .  

I f  t h i s  exegesis is cor rec t ,  then  t h e  g i f t  of l a n -  
guages  would have ceased  t o  e x i s t  by ~ h e  t i m e  (if 
n o t  b e f o r e )  t h e  NEW T e s t a ~ n e n t  S c r i p t u r e s  had been 
completed,  

Y e t  t h e i r  c o n g r e g a t i ~ n  was i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h e  t r u t h  
and d i v i d e d  by Zast ionaLism ( c f .  1 C o r i n t h i a n s  
1-3) .  So P a u l  said, "Yota are c o v e t i n g  ( d e s i r i n g )  
the  bes t  (most des%rah%e,  most showy) g i f t s .  But I 
w i l l  show you a more exeellen"iwayW (1.2:31, my 
%I-anslat ion) ---that i s ,  t h e  way t o  s p i r i t u r a l  matur -  
i t y .  (Charismatics  p r e f e r  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n ,  "But 
earnestly desire  t i re  h i g h e r  g i f t s , "  which  makes 
Pau l "  s w o i C s  an e x h o r t a t i o n  t o  s e e k  c h a r i s m a t a ,  
Huwever3 the  v e r b  he  u s e s ,  r ; n h o i ) - r r ,  h a s  t h e  iden- 
t i c a l  fs-cm i n  both the i m p e r a t i v e  and i n d i c a t i v e  
moods of t he  second p e r s o n  p l u r a l ,  T r a n s l a t e d  as  
a statement of f ac t ,  P a u l ' s  words make b e t t e r  s e n s e  
i n  view sf his p r o m i s e  t o  show t h e  C o r i n t h i a n s  "a 
more e x c e l l e ~ i  t way  ,") 

4 6 ,  T h e r e f c r e ,  S t ,  P a u l  t o l d  t h e  C o r i n t h i a n s  
(because they w e r e  a b u s i n g  t h e  g i f t  of l a n -  

guages) ; '9B~et'rirenz, do n o t  be  c h i l d r e n  i n  your  
t lxinking; be  b s b e s  i n  e v i l ,  h u t  i n  t h i n k i n g  be  
mature'"3-li.: 201, What happened when CodP s Word 
w a s  p r a c l a i n ~ c d  in t h e  commoz-t l anguage? :  " E v e r ~ o n e  
who p r o p h e s i e s  speaks  t o  men f o r  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h e n -  
i n g $  encouragemc?nt, and comfort" (14: 3 ,  WIV) . But 
what happened when t h e y  sycke i n  kongues d u r i n g  
t h e  p u b l i c  a s sembly? :  "HE: who s p e a k s  i n  a  tongue 
ed i f i e s  himself" (14.4). Plany were u s i n g  t h i s  g i f t  
Eor c h i l d i s h  "e2oP'-building--to "show o f f  " - - ins tead 
of a c c o r d i n g  t-o the  gift's p u r p o s e  a s  a s i g n  t o  
I s rae l ,  

Whzn Did  Tsnaues Cease? 

4 5 .  A s  St. P a u l  said t h a t  tongues  were a s i g n  f o r  
t h e  c h u r c h ' s  infancy,  he a l so  s a i d  t h a t  the  

C o r i n t h i a n s q  misuse  of t h i s  gift was a s i g n  of 
s p i r i t u r a l  immatur i ty .  They sought and coveted 
t h e  a t t r ac t ive  "showy" s p i r i - t u a l  g i f t s ;  indeed ,  
they  had a l l  t h e s e  charismata i n  t h e i r  m i d s t .  

4 4 ,  S t ,  Paarl h imse l f  spoke i n  tongues  (4_4: l$) ,  b u t  
he a l s o  preached f i r s t  i n  t h e  synagogues,  

wherever  he went.. on h i s  m i s s i o n a r y  j o u r n e y s .  (I-le 
a l so  confessed, "I a m  no t  ashamed of t h e  gospe l :  
i t  i s  the  power of God f o r  s a l v a t i o n  t o  e v e r y  one 
who has  f a i t h ,  Cs t h e  Jew f i r s t  and a l s o  t o  t h e  
Greek," Raacla~acs 1 : l 6 , )  So we are t o l d  t h a t  "he l e f t  
Athens  and went t o  C o r i n t h .  . P a u l  w a s  occup ied  
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w i t h  p r e a c h i n g ,  t e s t i f y i n g  t o  t h e  Jews t h a t  t h e  
C h r i s t  was J e s u s ,  And when t h e y  opposed and re- 
v i l e d  him, h e  . . . s a i d  t o  them, ', . ,From new 
on 1 w i l l  go t o  t h e  G e n t i l e s " '  (Ac t s  10:1-6; c f .  
A c t s  1 7 ) .  

48 .  S i n c e  g l o s s o l a l i a  was a sign of judgme7:t on 
u n b e l i e v i n g  I s r a e l ,  a  s i g n  for the N e w  Testa-. 

ment c h u r c h k  i n f a n c y ,  and a s i g n  to the .ft+wisl., 
n a t i o n  t h a t  God's  l e g i t i m a t e  s p i r t t z l a %  I s r a e l  
( t h e  church)  would i -nclude anyone (regnri i iess  of 
n a t i o n a l  h e r i t a g e )  who r e c e i v e d  ~hrist's gospel, 
when t hen  d i d  g l o s s o l a l i a ' s  purpose  c e a s e  ts 
e x i s t ?  When I s r a e l  a s  a n a t i o n  ceased ~o e x i s t ;  
when Cod 's  f i n a l  s i g n  of judgment  an u.iabel%evs.n?,g 
Israel, p r e d i c t e d  by C h r i s t  Himself (Matthew 21: 
33-43, Luke 2 1 : 2 0 - 2 4 ) ,  was accornplis'rae6: when t ho  
Romans d e s t r o y e d  J e r u s a l e m  and razed rhe temple i r l  

70 A . D , :  

when t h e  time came f o r  Cad% ffPz:l rejec- 
t i o n  of I s r a e l  a s  a  nation--due ts hex 
r e j e c t i o n  of H i s  l a s t  word  i n  t h e  person 
of H i s  OWI Son--we shou ld  be very sur- 
p r i s e d  i f  I s r a e l  had n o t  been korced t o  
l i s t e n  t o  God a d d r e s s i n g  her  i n  a l i e n  
tongues  once again, The speak ing  i n  un- 
l e a r n e d  tongues  d u r i n g  tlae a p o s t o l i c  age 
w a s ,  t h e n ,  a  s i g n a l  ~f God's a l i e n a t i o n  
from the Jewish  n a t i o n  and i t s  reglace- 
men& by t h e  G e n t i l e s ,  Indeed c h i s  is  
e x a c t l y  t he  p o i n t  Paul made i n  I Carin-- 

Conclus ion 

49. I t  i s  i r \ . te res t i r rg  t o  n o t e  t h a t  S t .  P a u l  
d o e s n ' t  i n e l u d e  t h e  g i f t  of l anguages  when 

he l i s t s  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  "bishops"  and 
s 'deacsns" (1 Timothy 3 ,  T i t u s  I ) .  Indeed  i t  may 
be s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  t h e  g i f t  of l anguages  i s  men- 
t i oned  i n  no e p i s t l e  ( i n c l u d i n g  R e v e l a t i o n )  i n  
t h e  New Testament canon e x c e p t  I C o r i n t h i a n s .  
S i n c e  I C o r i n t h i a n s  may have been t h e  e a r l i e s t  
New Testament e p i s t l e  ( ca *  55 A . U . ) ,  might n o t  
t h e  s i l ence  sf t h e  o t h e r s  r e f l e c t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  phenorrienon of g l o s s o l a l i a  d i d  c e a s e  by 70 A . D . ?  

SQ, Whatever wcight  we g ive  t o  such c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  
we never theless  shou ld  conc lude ,  on t h e  b a s i s  

o f  God's Word, t h a t  n e i t h e r  t h e  g e n e r a l  purpose  
(a s i g n  conf i rming  the a p o s t o l i c  p r o c l a m a t i o n )  n o r  
t h e  spec i f i c  p u r p o s e  ( a  s i g n  of judgment t o  I s r a e l )  
f o r  t h e  g i f t  of l anguages  s t i l l  e x i s t s ,  T h e r e f o r e ,  
tongues  have ceased  because  (1)  t h e  purpose  of pro- 
p h e t i c  g i f t s  w a s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  a p o s t o l i c  e r a ,  ( 2 )  
God's r e v e l a t i o n  i n  H i s  Word, t h e  means of g r a c e ,  
is  complete  ( t h a t  is, s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  H i s  pu rposes  
and f o r  o u r  needs  u n t i l  t h e  end of t i m e ) ,  and (3) 
t h e  new I s r a e l  c o n s i s t s  of  a l l  who b e l i e v e  i n  C h r i s t  
th rough  the  means of g r a c e ,  

111, The G l o s s o l a l i a  of t h e  Modern 
C h a r i s m a t i c  Movement 

t h i a n s  1%:21-22  . . . . T h i s  GO$-- inspi red  51. I t  is  n o t  ~ o d ' s  w i l l ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  I Corin- u t t e r a n c e  i n  G e n t i l e  tongues  w s s  a s i g n a l  
t h i a n s ,  t h a t  t h e  u n i t y  and w i t n e s s  of a  church  

of t h e  end of t h e  s p e c j a l  relationship (1:10-15, 1 4 ~ 2 3 - 2 5 )  and t h e  p e r s o n a l  f a i t h  of  i t s  
becween God and I s r a e l ;  i n  the new era nernhe-s (L3:1-3) be  v i t i a t e d  by s e l f - c e n t e r e d n e s s ,  
nken of a l l  p e o p l e s  were t o  sta:arj. on ST-1 c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s ,  and d o c t r i n a l  i n d i f f e r e n c e .  There- 

al f o o t i n g  w i t h  God (Acts 2:17), . . f o r e  when the  a c t i v i t i e s  of c h a r i s m a t i c s  i n  a con- . . . we shou ld  r i g h t l y  expect t h e s e  g r e g a t i o n  result i n  t h i s ,  C h r i s t i a n s  c o r r e c t l y  con- 
e s  t o  p a s s  away q u i e t l y  w i t h  t h e  c l u d e  that .  t h i s  i s n ' t  t h e  work o f  t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  
e t h a t  a r o s e  from t h e  temple a f i r e  

~ d i s c h ,  1978,  pp,  41-43),  
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th rough  the  means of g r a c e ,  

111, The G l o s s o l a l i a  of t h e  Modern 
C h a r i s m a t i c  Movement 

t h i a n s  1%:21-22  . . . . T h i s  GO$-- inspi red  51. I t  is  n o t  ~ o d ' s  w i l l ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  I Corin- u t t e r a n c e  i n  G e n t i l e  tongues  w s s  a s i g n a l  
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becween God and I s r a e l ;  i n  the new era nernhe-s (L3:1-3) be  v i t i a t e d  by s e l f - c e n t e r e d n e s s ,  
nken of a l l  p e o p l e s  were t o  sta:arj. on ST-1 c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s ,  and d o c t r i n a l  i n d i f f e r e n c e .  There- 

al f o o t i n g  w i t h  God (Acts 2:17), . . f o r e  when the  a c t i v i t i e s  of c h a r i s m a t i c s  i n  a con- . . . we shou ld  r i g h t l y  expect t h e s e  g r e g a t i o n  result i n  t h i s ,  C h r i s t i a n s  c o r r e c t l y  con- 
e s  t o  p a s s  away q u i e t l y  w i t h  t h e  c l u d e  that .  t h i s  i s n ' t  t h e  work o f  t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  
e t h a t  a r o s e  from t h e  temple a f i r e  

~ d i s c h ,  1978,  pp,  41-43),  
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52.  Unfor tuna te ly ,  many nonchar i smat ics  a l s o  
accept the  assumption of charismatics that 

the Corinthian g l o s s o l a l i a  was d i f f e r e n t  i n  n a t u r e  
and purpose  f rom t h e  g l o s s o l a l i a  of A c t s .  To con- 
cede t h a t  t h e  Cor in th i ans  spoke heavenly e c s t a t i c  
utterances--which i s   hat modern charismarict., 
c l a i m  t o  be doing--is t o  p r e c l u d e  what (I believe) 
the S c r i p t u r e s  teach concerning g l o s s o l a l i a .  For 

example, the o the rwi se  e x c e l l e n t  r e p o r t  of t h e  
Lutheran Church-Missouri synod 's  Commission on 
Theology and Church Rela t ions ,  The Char i smat ic  _ _ s _ - _ _ _ l _ O _ s _ _ ^ _ _ ~ ~  

Movement and Lutheran ___---- , seems t o  accept 
t h e  charisinatics'  d e f i n i t i o n  of g l o s s o l a l i a  (1972, 
p. 20). The r e p o r t  would have been more thorough 
and va luable  i f  it had d e a l t  with the  crux o f  t he  
issue--the fact t h a t  t o d a y ' s  so-called g l o s s o l a l i a  
d o e s n ' t  f i g  the New Testament model i n  na tu re  sr 
p u r p o s e ,  

The Nature and Purpose  of 
Modern G l o s s o l a l i a  

53* One a u t h o r i t y  on the  cha r i sma t i c  msveaent says:  

The conckusions of the  l i n g u i s t s  i nd i -  
cate  t h a t  modern g l o s s ~ P a l i a  is  composed 
of unkno"i2m sounds w i th  no d i s t i n g u i s k i n g  
vocabulary and g r a m a t i c a l  f e a t u r e s ,  simu- 
l a t e d  f o r e i g n  features ,  anif t h e  ~ a t a l  
absence of language c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  The 
essezrt ial c h a r a c t e r  s f  t h i s  new msve~iaeng: 
i s  therefore  a t  v a r i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  B ib l i ca l  
phenuii:enon of speaking i n  known languages 
(Gromacki, 1967, p ,  6 7 ) ,  

The burden of p ro s f  rests upon t h e  charismatics 6;s 
show e i ~ h e r  (1) t h a t  s c r i p t u r a l  tongues  inc luded  
t h e  u t t e r a n c e  of g i b b e r i s h  o r  (2) t h a t  t h e  tongues 
t h e y  speak today are known languages,  O f  course 
t hey  can do n e i t h ~ 3 - r ~  

54. And what purpose i s  served by u t t e r i n g  gib-  
ber ish?  A cha r i sma t i c  Lutheran p a s t o r  says: 

"One speaks i s l  tongues,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  i n  h i s  
p r i v a t e  devot ions .  T h i s  i s  by f a r  i t s  most impor- 
t a n t  u se  and v a l u e ,  It o f f e r s  t h e  b e l i e v e r  a new 
dimension i n  p r a y e r ,  Although one does no t  know 
what he  i s  say ing  a s  h e  speaks i n  tongues,  he  does  
have a c l e a r  s ense  t h a t  he  is pray ing  t o  God" 
(Chr i s tenson ,  1975, p ,  7 9 ) *  Although I Cor in th i ans  
(14:l-25) i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  pe r sona l  e d i f i c a t i o n  was 
t h e  only b e n e f i t  p o s s i b l e  when t h e  g i f t  of tongues 
was misused, the  S c r i p t u r e s  never  say  t h a t  a  pur-  
pose f o r  g l o s s o l a l i a  w a s  e i t h e r  p r i v a t e  devot ions  
and prayer  o r  c s m u n i c a t i o n  w i th  God beyond t h e  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  of human semant ics ,  thoughz, and 
comprehension, 

55. -Also i n  c o n f l i c t  with t h e  New Testament model 
i s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of i n s t r u c t i n g  o t h e r s  how t o  

r e c e i v e  t h e  g i f t  of tongues.  An a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  
o t Purposes  of Pen tecos t"  says :  

Some b e l i e v e r s  imagine t h a t  t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t  w i l l  move them s o  f o r c e f u l l y  
t h a t  they  w i l l  be l i t e r a l l y  compelled 
t o  speak w i th  o t h e r  tongues wi thout  
any a c t  s f  t h e i r  own w i l l ,  However, 
t h i s  w i l l  never  happen, I n  Acts ,  
chap t e r  2 ,  v e r s e  4 . . t h e  d i s c i p l e s  
f i r s t  began t o  speak themselves  and 
then  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  gave them u t t e r -  
ance* . . . I n  t h i s  m a t t e r  of speaking 
w i t k  o the r  tongues,  t h e r e  must be co- 
o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  part of  t h e  b e l i e v e r  
w i th  the Holy S p i r i t  (Pr ince ,  1972, p.  3 ) .  

Not only does t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  r e f l e c t  an un- 
s c r i p t u r a l  synergism--it  a l s o  r e v e a l s  t h e  unscr ip -  
t u r d  hermeneut ics  o f t e n  used by t h e  s e c t s  and by 
many who c a l l  themselves  'YunhamentaEists," 
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Acts  2 : 4  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  began t o  
speak w i t h  o t h e r  l anguages  on ly  because  t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t  "gave them u t t e r a n c e . "  

56. The Rev. L a r r y  C h r i s t e n s o n  is quo ted  a s  i n -  
s t r u c t i n g  would-be tongue-speakers:  

I n  o r d e r  t o  speak i n  tongues ,  you have 
t o  q u i t  p ray ing  i n  Engl i sh .  You s i m p l y  
l a p s e  i n t o  s i l e n c e  and r e s o l v e  t o  speak 
n o t  a s y l l a b l e  of any language you have 
e v e r  l e a r n e d  . . . . you t a k e  no thought  
of what you are  say ing :  as fax- a s  you 
a r e  concerned,  i t  i s  j u s t  a s e r i e s  of 
sounds ,  The f i r s t  sounds w i l l  sound 
s t r a n g e  and u n n a t u r a l  t o  your  e a r ,  and 
t h e y  may h e  h a l t i n g  and j - n a r t i c u i a t e  
(have you e v e r  h e a r d  a baby I -earning t o  
t a l k ? )  (Miles ,  February 1965, pp,  5-61. 

O f  c o u r s e ,  P a s t o r  ~ h r i s t e n s o n ' s  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a &  
l e a r n i n g  and p r a c t i c i n g  tongues  is  s i m i l a r  t o  
l e a r n i n g  and p r a c t i c i n g  '%baby t a l k f '  co rn t rad ic t s  
S t .  P a u l ' s  admoni t ion t o  g ive  up "baby ways" 
(I C o r i n t h i a n s  13: l 4 . )  and t o  " g row  ur;" s p i r i t u a l l y  
(14:20) .  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  t e l l  no 
one t o  p r a c t i c e  ( o r  p ray  f o r )  tongues ,  (Chr i s t  
commanded t h e  a p o s t l e s  t o  "'wait f a r  the  promise  
of t h e  F a t h e r , "  (Ac ts  1 : 4 , )  The a b i l i t y  to speak  
i n  o t h e r  l anguages  came ts t h e  a p o s t l e s  w i t h o u t  
any e f f o r t  on t he i r  p a r t :  "The S p i r i t  gave them 
u t t e r a n c e ,  ' g  not  " tongues - teachers  ." 

The Source  s f  Modern Glossslakia 

The Holy Spirit? 

5%. Charismatics c l a i m  t h a t  t he  Holy S p i r i t  is 
t h e  s o u r c e  of t h e i r  ecstat ic  ut terances  be- 

c a u s e  t h e  p r a c t i c e  resu l t s  i n  ( o r  accompanies) 
changed l i v e s .  (They may q u o t e  ~ e s u s '  w o r d s ,  
"You w i l l  h o w  them by t h e i r  Er~its,~' " ~ e  show that 

t h e  "goad C h r i s t i a n  l i f e "  t h e y  now l i v e  p roves  
t he i r  c l a i m ,  But,  i n  Matthew 7:i5--20, C h r i s t  
e x p l a i n s  t h a t  t h e s e  f r u i t s  of t h e  p r o p h e t s  a r e  
no t  t h e i r  deeds--how t h e y  Live--but t h e i r  doc- 
trine--%ahat they  t e a c h , )  However, n o t  o n l y  does  
t h e  end not  j u s t i f y  t h e  means, t h e  end does  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  r e v e a l  t h e  means, Even ------ commendable 
' P r e s ~ % t ~ "  don" prove t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  of someone's 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  c a u s e  o r  meaning of an  ex- 
p e r i e n c e ,  God's o b j e c t i v e  Word, n o t  our sub jec -  
t i v e  f e e l i n g s ,  is  always t h e  t e s t  i n  s p i r i t u a l  
matters, 

The Devil '? -- ------ 

58. Egypt ian magic ians  d u p l i c a t e d  t h e  d i v i n e  
miracles performed by Moses (Exodus 7:lO-X2), 

S t .  P a u l  warned t h a t  a n t i - C h r i s t  would a t t e m p t  t o  
d u p l i c a t e  C h r i s t ' s  s i g n s  ( T I  T h e s s a l o n i a n s  2 :9 ) .  
J e s u s  Himself warned t h a t  m i r a c l e s  and prophesy- 
ing wou%d be done i n  H i s  name w i t h o u t  H i s  s a n c t i o n  
and power (Matthew 7 ~ 2 1 - 2 3 ) -  Thus one o b s e r v e r  
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  s o u r c e  of behav ior  i n  bo th  
tongue-speakers  and s p i r i . t u a l i s t  mediums i s  t h e  
same; h e  c l a i m s  t h a t  b o t h  s h a r e  t h e  same p h y s i c a l  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  (heavy b r e a t h i n g ,  shak ing)  and des-  
s c r i p t i o n s  of what i t  f e e l s  l i k e  t o  be "under t h e  
influence'"(S-tega1, n . d . ,  pp,  48-49). 

5 g e  No one today  becomes knvolved i n  e c s t a t i c  
e x p e r i e n c e s  and utterances (which have been 

found i n  a v a r i e t y  of c u l t u r e s  and r e l i g i o n s )  
u n l e s s  h e  has been exposed t o  them and h a s  dropped 
h i s  i n h i b i t i o n s  ( o f t e n  under  p e e r  p r e s s u r e ) .  Drop 
c e r t a i a  i l l h i b i t i o n s  and,  a t  w o r s t ,  you may s u b j e c t  
y o u r s e l f  t o  f o r c e s  God never i n t e n d e d ,  S t .  P a u l  
s a y s  t h a t  "even Satan d i s g u i s e s  h imse l f  a s  an  
angel  of l i g h t .  So i t  i s  n o t  s t r a n g e  i f  h i s  s e r -  
v a n t s  a l s o  d i s g u i s e  themse lves  as  s e r v a n t s  of 
r igh teousness"  ( T I  C o r i n t h i a n s  11:14-15). T h i s  
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The Source  s f  Modern Glossslakia 

The Holy Spirit? 
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c a u s e  t h e  p r a c t i c e  resu l t s  i n  ( o r  accompanies) 
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t h e  "goad C h r i s t i a n  l i f e "  t h e y  now l i v e  p roves  
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n e c e s s a r i l y  r e v e a l  t h e  means, Even ------ commendable 
' P r e s ~ % t ~ "  don" prove t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  of someone's 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  c a u s e  o r  meaning of an  ex- 
p e r i e n c e ,  God's o b j e c t i v e  Word, n o t  our sub jec -  
t i v e  f e e l i n g s ,  is  always t h e  t e s t  i n  s p i r i t u a l  
matters, 

The Devil '? -- ------ 

58. Egypt ian magic ians  d u p l i c a t e d  t h e  d i v i n e  
miracles performed by Moses (Exodus 7:lO-X2), 
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d u p l i c a t e  C h r i s t ' s  s i g n s  ( T I  T h e s s a l o n i a n s  2 :9 ) .  
J e s u s  Himself warned t h a t  m i r a c l e s  and prophesy- 
ing wou%d be done i n  H i s  name w i t h o u t  H i s  s a n c t i o n  
and power (Matthew 7 ~ 2 1 - 2 3 ) -  Thus one o b s e r v e r  
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  s o u r c e  of behav ior  i n  bo th  
tongue-speakers  and s p i r i . t u a l i s t  mediums i s  t h e  
same; h e  c l a i m s  t h a t  b o t h  s h a r e  t h e  same p h y s i c a l  
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  (heavy b r e a t h i n g ,  shak ing)  and des-  
s c r i p t i o n s  of what i t  f e e l s  l i k e  t o  be "under t h e  
influence'"(S-tega1, n . d . ,  pp,  48-49). 

5 g e  No one today  becomes knvolved i n  e c s t a t i c  
e x p e r i e n c e s  and utterances (which have been 

found i n  a v a r i e t y  of c u l t u r e s  and r e l i g i o n s )  
u n l e s s  h e  has been exposed t o  them and h a s  dropped 
h i s  i n h i b i t i o n s  ( o f t e n  under  p e e r  p r e s s u r e ) .  Drop 
c e r t a i a  i l l h i b i t i o n s  and,  a t  w o r s t ,  you may s u b j e c t  
y o u r s e l f  t o  f o r c e s  God never i n t e n d e d ,  S t .  P a u l  
s a y s  t h a t  "even Satan d i s g u i s e s  h imse l f  a s  an  
angel  of l i g h t .  So i t  i s  n o t  s t r a n g e  i f  h i s  s e r -  
v a n t s  a l s o  d i s g u i s e  themse lves  as  s e r v a n t s  of 
r igh teousness"  ( T I  C o r i n t h i a n s  11:14-15). T h i s  



i s  n o t  t o  say that cha r i sma t i c s  a r e  fa lse  Chris- 
t i a n s  o r  "agents  of t h e  d e v i l . "  

60. However, being a C h r i s t i a n  doesn ' t  mean 
immunity t o  unheal thy o r  e v i l  i n f l u e n c e s  

( c f .  I Timothy 4 : l ) .  C e r t a i n l y  a  b e l i e v e r  can 
be  deceived i n  an area of l i f e  o r  d o c t r i n e  and 
n o t  be Lost.  A l l  of u s  depend on C h r i s t ' s  Word 
and f o r g i v i n g  grace  i n  a l l  a r e a s  of l i f e  and 
teaching .  W e  should t h e r e f o r e  humbly remember 
our  S a v i o r ' s  warning, "Fa lse  C h r i s t s  and f a l s e  
p r o p h e t s  will a r i s e  and show s i g n s  and wonders t o  
lead a s t r a y ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  e l e c t "  (Mark 13:22) .  

The Human Mind? -_-_ __-- ____- 

6 1 ,  k t  b e s t ,  modern tongues-speaking may be a 
t y p e  of behavior  descr ibed  by D r .  William 

Glasser; t he se  a r e  behaviors  which o r g i n a t e  i n  

t he  human mind and which can become a d d i c t i n g  
because they  s a t i s f y  a need: 

I n  P o s i t i v e  Addiction I desc r ibe  how ---- 
d u r i n g  each of t h e  wide v a r i e t y  of a c t i -  - 

v i t i e s  t h a t  could be a d d i c t i n g ,  t h e  per- 
son experienced a p o s i t i o n  a d d i c t i o n  o r  
med i t a t i ve  s t a t e  s f  mind, . . Medita- 
t i o n s  range from weak t o  s t rong .  Among 
she weakese i s  t h e  s imple a c t  of r e g u l a r l y  
t a k i n g  a vi tamin  p i l l ,  a  smal l ,  r e g u l a r l y  
scheduled b e n e f i c i a l  a c t .  The s t r o n g e s t  
a re  p o s i t i v e  a d d i c ~ i o n s  such a s  running 
t en  mi les  a day . . . What i s  important  
about any medi ta t ion  behavior  . i s  
t h a t  (I) you b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  process ,  ( 2 )  
you can do i t  e a s i l y ,  and (3) i t  is  need 
f u l f i l l i n g  i n  some way. . . When w e  f i n d  
a way, like running, t h a t  works f u r  u s ,  
even though t h i s  t a k e s  some time and 
e f f o r t ,  the  f e e l i n g  i s  s o  powerful o r  
p l ea san r  that we can become p o s i t i v e l y  

addic ted  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t y ,  Th i s  occurs  
because . . . a n a t u r a l ,  a d d i c t i n g  
pleasure chemical l i k e  enkephal in  o r  
endorphin may be produced i n  our  b r a i n  
( l981,  ppe 248-2531. 

62. Why does an i n f a n t  f i n d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  
"cosing" and "gbargking" t o  h imse l f ?  Such 

'%baby t a l k g g  h a s  no c o g n i t i v e  con ten t ;  i t ' s  only 
nonsense sounds, g ibbe r i sh .  Yet t h i s  behavior  
(discovered by t h e  baby) i s  p l ea su rab l e  and s a t -  
isfying--need f u l f i l l i n g  f o r  t h e  baby i n  some way, 
S imi l a r ly ,  perhaps t h e  tongues-speaker r e v e r t s  t o  
an i n f a n t i l e  behavior  t h a t  is very  s a t i s f y i n g  t o  
him. And perhaps t h i s  "baby t a l k , "  l i k e  a drug,  
then  becomes a d d i c t i n g  (even r e l e a s i n g  a  p l ea su re  
chemical produced i n  t h e  b r a i n . )  I f  t h i s  i s  t h e  
case ,  who would o b j e c t  i f  t h e  behavior  were ree-  
ognized f o r  what i t  i s ?  The o b j e c t i o n  i s  t o  t h e  
c la im that t h e  phenomenon i s  t h e  g l o s s o l a l i a  of 
t h e  New Testament and t h e  work of t h e  Holy S p i r i t ,  

The Testimony sf Hi s to ry  

63. Charismatics  p r o t e s t  t h a t  those  who deny the  
Holy S p i r i t  is  t h e  source  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  re- 

s t r i c t  Cod. The i s s u e ,  though, i s n ' t  whether God 
can g ive  s p e c i a l  g i f t s  today;  c e r t a i n l y  We s t i l l  - 
h a s  t h e  power. The i s s u e  i s  whether cha r i sma t i c  
p r a c t i c e s  f i t  t h e  s c r i p t u r a l  c r i t e r i a ,  The i s s u e  
is  whether,  according t o  t h e  New Testament,  it i s  
s t i l l  God's w i l l  t h a t  H e  g ive  t h e  g i f t  of tongues 
t o  t h e  church. Again, Pau l  s a i d  t h a t  tongues 
would be temporary (I Cor in th i ans  13:8), Yet 
cha r i sma t i c s  p r o t e s t  t h a t  human be ings  have no 
r i g h t  t o  s ay  when tongues should cease .  Well ,  
when d i d  tongues cease?  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  tongues 
ceased ahen they  ceased,  which was no l a t e r  than  
t h e  end of theapostolic e r a  (ca .  100 A.D. ) . 
64. From t h e  second cen tu ry  A.D. u n t i l  t h e  twen- 

tieth century ,  occurences s f  so-ca l led  
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tongues-speaking o r i g i n a t e d  wi th  f a l s e  t e a c h e r s  
and were sporad ic .  Eusebius s a i d  t h a t  t h e  her -  
e t i c  Montanus (126-180 A.D.)  c a l l e d  himself t h e  
Holy S p i r i t  ' s mouthpiece and "became bes ide  him- 
s e l f  . . . and began t o  babble  and u t t e r  s t r a n g e  
th ings ,  prophesying i n  a  manner con t r a ry  t o  t h e  
cons t an t  custom of t h e  Church" (1961, p. 231). 
Augustine (354-430 A . D . )  t o l d  t h e  h e r e t i c s  of h i s  
day t h a t  g l o s s o l a l i a  was a  "betokening of t h e  
Holy S p i r i t  i n  a l l  tongues t o  shew t h a t  t h e  Gos- 
p e l  of God was t o  run through a l l  tongues over  
t he  e a r t h .  . . . done as a  betokening, . . . i t  
passed away" (1956, p.  497) .  

Reasons f o r  t h e  Modern Charismatic  Movement 

E x i s t e n t i a l i s m  

65, What i s  t h e  cha r i sma t i c  movement's appea l?  
C e r t a i n l y  an environment conducive t o  t h e  

movement's growth. The s e c u l a r  r e v o l u t i o n  ex- 
pressed  i t s e l f  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  sexua l  mores, and 
drugs--often t e a r i n g  down a u t h o r i t y  and t r a d i -  
t i o n s  without  r ep l ac ing  them, Psycho log i s t s  t o l d  
t h e  "me genera t ion"  t o  " le t  i t  a l l  hang out ."  
Th i s  r e v o l u t i o n ' s  r e l i g i o u s  express ion  l e d  t o  t h e  
p o p u l a r i t y  of e a s t e r n  ph i losophies .  And ex i s t en -  
t i a l i s m ' s  i n f luence  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  churches was 
expressed i n  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  what we know is  n o t  
as important  a s  what w e  f e e l .  

I n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t he  Sound Doct r ine  of God's 
Word 

6 6 .  Therefore  " s p i r i t u a l  experiencesg '  were empha- 
s i z e d  a t  t h e  expense of sound d o c t r i n e .  The 

S c r i p t u r e s  teach  t h a t  an exper ience  must conform 
t o  God's Word i f  i t  is from t h e  Holy S p i r i t  (I John 
4:l-6; c f .  John 8 ~ 3 2 ) .  But, i n s t e a d  of proceeding 
from t h e  Bible t o  an exper ience ,  cha r i sma t i c s  pro- 
ceed from exper ience  t o  t h e  Bible:  they  f i n d  some- 
t h ing  t h a t  l ooks  l i k e  t h e i r  exper ience  i n  t h e  

Sc r ip t t i r e s  and then say ,  "Therefore ,  mj7 experience 
must be s c r i p t u r a l ! "  

67. Why have many (who t h i n k  they a r e  "super-  
s p i r i t t r a l B g )  adopted such a low view of  Word 

and Sacrament, t h e  means of g race?  Why a r e  t h e y  
(though they say they  a r e  c lose  t7o God) so i n d i f -  
f e r e n t  t o  sound d o c t r i n e  and t o  a systematic, ob- 
j e c t i v e  s tudy  s f  S c r i p t u r e s ?  Because the  promises 
of t h e  cha r i sma t i c  movement a p p e a l  t o  n a t u r a l  man's 
d e s i r e  t o  walk by s i g h t  (and by f e e l i n g s )  r a the r  
than  by f a i ~ h  (and by r e l i a n c e  on God9% Word), 
Many a r e  looking f o r  easy  answers--a s p i r i t u a l  
exper ience  t h a t  w i l l  s o l v e  t h e i r  problems ( o r ,  
a t  l e a s t ,  reduce t h e  f e e l i n g s  of pa in  and f r u s -  
t r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e i r  problems b r i n g  them), Not 
r e a l l y  t r u s t i n g  God and H i s  r e v e l a t i o n ,  many s t i l l  
seek s i g n s ,  

68, C h r i s t  s a i d ,  "h e v i l  and a d u l t e r o u s  gerrera-- 
t i o n  seeks f o r  a s ignS '  (Matthew 1 2 :  39; c f ,  

John 20~24-251,  And S t ,  P a u l  wrote t o  t h e  s p i r i t - -  
u a l l y  i m a t n r e  Cor in th i ans  (xd?o valued the least 
of g i f t s ,  tongues,  more h igh ly  than  any o the r ) :  
" ~ e w s  demand s i g n s  and Greeks seek wisdom, b u t  we 
preach C h r i s t  c r u c i f i e d ,  a s tumbling block to 
J e w s  and f o l l y  t o  G e n t i l e s ,  bu t  t o  those  who are 
c a l l e d ,  both Jews and Greeks,  t h e  power of Cod and 
the  wisdonl of God" ((I Cor in th i ans  1: 22-24) GodP s 
Word says t h a t  seek ing  s i g n s  ( t o  supplement faith.) 
shows a l a c k  of f a i t h  and i s  a  sign. o f s p i r i t u a l  
immaturi ty ,  Yet cha r i sma t i c s  con t inue  t o  ignore  
t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  on t h i s  m a t t e r ,  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  t o  
desire g i f t s  (such as tongues) i s  a sign of spirit- 
u a l  m a t u r i t y  and of f a i t h ' s  abundance. 

69*  For example, one Lutheran cha r i sma t i c  news- 
l e t t e r  used  a  p o r t i o n  of Hebrews 6 :  l=--"Let. us 

go unto  ma tu r i t y  . ."--as a s logan .  By ignor ing  
the  v e r s e ' s  con tex t ,  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  imp l i e s  t h a t  



tongues-speaking o r i g i n a t e d  wi th  f a l s e  t e a c h e r s  
and were sporad ic .  Eusebius s a i d  t h a t  t h e  her -  
e t i c  Montanus (126-180 A.D.)  c a l l e d  himself t h e  
Holy S p i r i t  ' s mouthpiece and "became bes ide  him- 
s e l f  . . . and began t o  babble  and u t t e r  s t r a n g e  
th ings ,  prophesying i n  a  manner con t r a ry  t o  t h e  
cons t an t  custom of t h e  Church" (1961, p. 231). 
Augustine (354-430 A . D . )  t o l d  t h e  h e r e t i c s  of h i s  
day t h a t  g l o s s o l a l i a  was a  "betokening of t h e  
Holy S p i r i t  i n  a l l  tongues t o  shew t h a t  t h e  Gos- 
p e l  of God was t o  run through a l l  tongues over  
t he  e a r t h .  . . . done as a  betokening, . . . i t  
passed away" (1956, p.  497) .  

Reasons f o r  t h e  Modern Charismatic  Movement 

E x i s t e n t i a l i s m  

65, What i s  t h e  cha r i sma t i c  movement's appea l?  
C e r t a i n l y  an environment conducive t o  t h e  

movement's growth. The s e c u l a r  r e v o l u t i o n  ex- 
pressed  i t s e l f  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  sexua l  mores, and 
drugs--often t e a r i n g  down a u t h o r i t y  and t r a d i -  
t i o n s  without  r ep l ac ing  them, Psycho log i s t s  t o l d  
t h e  "me genera t ion"  t o  " le t  i t  a l l  hang out ."  
Th i s  r e v o l u t i o n ' s  r e l i g i o u s  express ion  l e d  t o  t h e  
p o p u l a r i t y  of e a s t e r n  ph i losophies .  And ex i s t en -  
t i a l i s m ' s  i n f luence  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  churches was 
expressed i n  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  what we know is  n o t  
as important  a s  what w e  f e e l .  

I n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t he  Sound Doct r ine  of God's 
Word 

6 6 .  Therefore  " s p i r i t u a l  experiencesg '  were empha- 
s i z e d  a t  t h e  expense of sound d o c t r i n e .  The 

S c r i p t u r e s  teach  t h a t  an exper ience  must conform 
t o  God's Word i f  i t  is from t h e  Holy S p i r i t  (I John 
4:l-6; c f .  John 8 ~ 3 2 ) .  But, i n s t e a d  of proceeding 
from t h e  Bible t o  an exper ience ,  cha r i sma t i c s  pro- 
ceed from exper ience  t o  t h e  Bible:  they  f i n d  some- 
t h ing  t h a t  l ooks  l i k e  t h e i r  exper ience  i n  t h e  

Sc r ip t t i r e s  and then say ,  "Therefore ,  mj7 experience 
must be s c r i p t u r a l ! "  

67. Why have many (who t h i n k  they a r e  "super-  
s p i r i t t r a l B g )  adopted such a low view of  Word 

and Sacrament, t h e  means of g race?  Why a r e  t h e y  
(though they say they  a r e  c lose  t7o God) so i n d i f -  
f e r e n t  t o  sound d o c t r i n e  and t o  a systematic, ob- 
j e c t i v e  s tudy  s f  S c r i p t u r e s ?  Because the  promises 
of t h e  cha r i sma t i c  movement a p p e a l  t o  n a t u r a l  man's 
d e s i r e  t o  walk by s i g h t  (and by f e e l i n g s )  r a the r  
than  by f a i ~ h  (and by r e l i a n c e  on God9% Word), 
Many a r e  looking f o r  easy  answers--a s p i r i t u a l  
exper ience  t h a t  w i l l  s o l v e  t h e i r  problems ( o r ,  
a t  l e a s t ,  reduce t h e  f e e l i n g s  of pa in  and f r u s -  
t r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e i r  problems b r i n g  them), Not 
r e a l l y  t r u s t i n g  God and H i s  r e v e l a t i o n ,  many s t i l l  
seek s i g n s ,  

68, C h r i s t  s a i d ,  "h e v i l  and a d u l t e r o u s  gerrera-- 
t i o n  seeks f o r  a s ignS '  (Matthew 1 2 :  39; c f ,  

John 20~24-251,  And S t ,  P a u l  wrote t o  t h e  s p i r i t - -  
u a l l y  i m a t n r e  Cor in th i ans  (xd?o valued the least 
of g i f t s ,  tongues,  more h igh ly  than  any o the r ) :  
" ~ e w s  demand s i g n s  and Greeks seek wisdom, b u t  we 
preach C h r i s t  c r u c i f i e d ,  a s tumbling block to 
J e w s  and f o l l y  t o  G e n t i l e s ,  bu t  t o  those  who are 
c a l l e d ,  both Jews and Greeks,  t h e  power of Cod and 
the  wisdonl of God" ((I Cor in th i ans  1: 22-24) GodP s 
Word says t h a t  seek ing  s i g n s  ( t o  supplement faith.) 
shows a l a c k  of f a i t h  and i s  a  sign. o f s p i r i t u a l  
immaturi ty ,  Yet cha r i sma t i c s  con t inue  t o  ignore  
t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  on t h i s  m a t t e r ,  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  t o  
desire g i f t s  (such as tongues) i s  a sign of spirit- 
u a l  m a t u r i t y  and of f a i t h ' s  abundance. 

69*  For example, one Lutheran cha r i sma t i c  news- 
l e t t e r  used  a  p o r t i o n  of Hebrews 6 :  l=--"Let. us 

go unto  ma tu r i t y  . ."--as a s logan .  By ignor ing  
the  v e r s e ' s  con tex t ,  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r  imp l i e s  t h a t  



"going on t o  m a t u r i t y ' '  means s e e k i n g  c h a r i s m a t i c  
g i f t s  ( " C h a r i s c i p l e s ,  " 1 9 7 2 ,  4 ,  12). However, 

Hebrews 5 : l l - 6 : 2  c l e a r l y  s a y s  t h a t  immature  be- 
l i e v e r s  s h o u l d n ' t  be  c o n t e n t  wit l -1  just t h e  "ABC'S" 
( fundamental  t e a c h i n g s )  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  
b u t  shou ld  grow i n  d o c t r i n a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and 
m a t u r i t y  - through God 's  ---- Word ( a s  Paul t a u g h t  t h e  
C o r i n t h i a n s ) .  

R e s u l t s  of t h e  Modern C h a r i s m a t i c  Movement 

More I n d i f F e r e n c e  -- tro t h e  Sound -- D o c t r i n e  oL 
God's  Word -- 

70. I f  a r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  c h a r i s m a t i c  movement's 
growth i s  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  means of g r a c e ,  

a  r e s u l t  of  t h e  c h a r i s m a t i c  movement Is more s f  t h e  
same. I n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  God 's  Word c a u s e s  i n d i f f e r -  
ence  t o  God's Word; s p i r i t u a l  immatur i ty  breeds 
s p i r i t u a l  immatur i ty ;  d o c t r i n a l  c o n f u s i o n  and ig -  
norance  p e r p e t u a t e  d o c t r i n a l  c o n f u s i o n  and i g n o r -  
ance .  So, concern ing  t h e  d s e t r i : ~ e  of bap t i sm,  a  
c h a r i s m a t i c  Lu the ran  p a s t o r  wr f t e s :  

Where q u e s t i o n s  abou t  bap t i sm have come 
up i n  the c h a r i s m a t i c  movement, i t  has 
been due n o t  t o  c h a r i s m a t i c  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
a s  such ,  b u t  t o  t h e  ecumenical  na tu re  of 
t h e  movement, . . . L u t h e r a n s  con- 
f i d e d  t o  me t h a t  t h e y  'had been r e b a p t i z e d  
by immers ion. A f t e r  they  had e x p e r i e n c e d  
t h e  bap t i sm w i t h  t h e  Woly S p i r i t ,  t h e y  
had come t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e i r  b a p t i s m  a s  
i n f a n t s .  . . . Was t h i s  God's wa;y of speak- 
i n g  t o  m c  . . . to c a l l  jnko question a 
long-s tand ing  p r a c t i c e  e f  t h e  church? ,  . . 
The answer d i d  n o t  come ts m e  all at once, 
It unfo lded  s l o w l y ,  . . a q u i e t  conv ic -  
t i o n  quickened w i t h i n  m e  t h a t  H e  would 
show m e  what We had dec ided  ( C h r i s t e n s o n ,  
1976,  pp. 54-56), 

31. Why d i d n ' t  P a s t o r  C h r i s t e n s o n  know t h e  answer 
on t h e  b a s i s  of God's  Word? According t o  t h e  

S c r i p t u r e s ,  i s  b a p t i s m  j u s t  "a long-s tand ing  prac-  
t i c e  of t he  church" o r  a means of g r a c e  i n s t i t u t e d  
by C h r i s t  f o r  a l l  human b e i n g s ?  Does t h e  Woly 
S p i r i t  l e a d  b e l i e v e r s  t o  q u e s t i o n  d o c t r i n a l  t r u t h s  
c lea r ly  t a u g h t  i n  God's  Word? noes  God c a u s e  u s  
t o  doubt  a  sacrament  by which w e  can  renew d a i l y  
(as Lu ther  t a u g h t )  t h e  a s s u r a n c e s  o f  God's g ra -  
c i o u s  love  f o r  u s  i n  C h r i s t ?  

72. The c h a r i s m a t i c  movement h a s  become a new 
ecumenicism t h a t  promotes  a l l  s o r t s  of  f a l s e  

d o c t r i n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  Romanism9s c o n f u s i o n  of works 
and f a i t h ,  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and s a n c t i f i c a t i o n ,  and 
s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  and p e r f e c t i o n i s m ,  The words of  
ano ther  Lu theran  c h a r i s m a t i c  exempl i fy  t h a t  con- 
f u s i o n :  

J e s u s  s a i d ,  " ~ l e s s e d  a r e  t h e  p u r e  i n  
h e a r t  f o r  t h e y  s h a l l  s e e  God," A h o l y  
pe r son  i s  a p e r s o n  whose h e a r t  is con- 
s t a n t l y  b e i n g  c l e a n s e d  by t h e  i n s p i r a -  
t i o n  of t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  The blood of - - 
J e s u s  g i v e s  u s  a c l e a n  h e a r t ,  b u t  a p u r e  
heart  i s  one i n  which all t h e  o b s t a c l e s  
which might h i n d e r  u s  from s e e i n g  God a r e  
removed, . . . H o l i n e s s  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t i o n  
of a r e l a t i o n s h i p  and i t  i s  t h e  work o f  
t h e  Holy S p i r i t  t o  keep u s  i n  unbroken 
f e a l o w s h i p  w i t h  . . . J e s u s  s o  t h a t  we 
can  l i v e  i n  a p e r f e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
H i m  a t  a l l  t i m e s  (Voeks, A p r i l  1979,  
P *  4 1 ,  

73. Though S t .  P a u l  and L u t h e r  b o t h  warned t h a t  
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  is  l o s t  i f  i t s  c e n t r a l  

d o c t r i n e - - j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by g r a c e  through f a i t h  
a lone- - i s  compromised ( c f ,  G a l a t i a n s  5 : 4 ) ,  c h a r i s -  
m a t i c s  d o n ' t  seem t o  be concerned a s  long a s  a 
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"going on t o  m a t u r i t y ' '  means s e e k i n g  c h a r i s m a t i c  
g i f t s  ( " C h a r i s c i p l e s ,  " 1 9 7 2 ,  4 ,  12). However, 

Hebrews 5 : l l - 6 : 2  c l e a r l y  s a y s  t h a t  immature  be- 
l i e v e r s  s h o u l d n ' t  be  c o n t e n t  wit l -1  just t h e  "ABC'S" 
( fundamental  t e a c h i n g s )  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  
b u t  shou ld  grow i n  d o c t r i n a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and 
m a t u r i t y  - through God 's  ---- Word ( a s  Paul t a u g h t  t h e  
C o r i n t h i a n s ) .  

R e s u l t s  of t h e  Modern C h a r i s m a t i c  Movement 

More I n d i f F e r e n c e  -- tro t h e  Sound -- D o c t r i n e  oL 
God's  Word -- 

70. I f  a r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  c h a r i s m a t i c  movement's 
growth i s  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  means of g r a c e ,  

a  r e s u l t  of  t h e  c h a r i s m a t i c  movement Is more s f  t h e  
same. I n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  God 's  Word c a u s e s  i n d i f f e r -  
ence  t o  God's Word; s p i r i t u a l  immatur i ty  breeds 
s p i r i t u a l  immatur i ty ;  d o c t r i n a l  c o n f u s i o n  and ig -  
norance  p e r p e t u a t e  d o c t r i n a l  c o n f u s i o n  and i g n o r -  
ance .  So, concern ing  t h e  d s e t r i : ~ e  of bap t i sm,  a  
c h a r i s m a t i c  Lu the ran  p a s t o r  wr f t e s :  

Where q u e s t i o n s  abou t  bap t i sm have come 
up i n  the c h a r i s m a t i c  movement, i t  has 
been due n o t  t o  c h a r i s m a t i c  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
a s  such ,  b u t  t o  t h e  ecumenical  na tu re  of 
t h e  movement, . . . L u t h e r a n s  con- 
f i d e d  t o  me t h a t  t h e y  'had been r e b a p t i z e d  
by immers ion. A f t e r  they  had e x p e r i e n c e d  
t h e  bap t i sm w i t h  t h e  Woly S p i r i t ,  t h e y  
had come t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e i r  b a p t i s m  a s  
i n f a n t s .  . . . Was t h i s  God's wa;y of speak- 
i n g  t o  m c  . . . to c a l l  jnko question a 
long-s tand ing  p r a c t i c e  e f  t h e  church? ,  . . 
The answer d i d  n o t  come ts m e  all at once, 
It unfo lded  s l o w l y ,  . . a q u i e t  conv ic -  
t i o n  quickened w i t h i n  m e  t h a t  H e  would 
show m e  what We had dec ided  ( C h r i s t e n s o n ,  
1976,  pp. 54-56), 

31. Why d i d n ' t  P a s t o r  C h r i s t e n s o n  know t h e  answer 
on t h e  b a s i s  of God's  Word? According t o  t h e  

S c r i p t u r e s ,  i s  b a p t i s m  j u s t  "a long-s tand ing  prac-  
t i c e  of t he  church" o r  a means of g r a c e  i n s t i t u t e d  
by C h r i s t  f o r  a l l  human b e i n g s ?  Does t h e  Woly 
S p i r i t  l e a d  b e l i e v e r s  t o  q u e s t i o n  d o c t r i n a l  t r u t h s  
c lea r ly  t a u g h t  i n  God's  Word? noes  God c a u s e  u s  
t o  doubt  a  sacrament  by which w e  can  renew d a i l y  
(as Lu ther  t a u g h t )  t h e  a s s u r a n c e s  o f  God's g ra -  
c i o u s  love  f o r  u s  i n  C h r i s t ?  

72. The c h a r i s m a t i c  movement h a s  become a new 
ecumenicism t h a t  promotes  a l l  s o r t s  of  f a l s e  

d o c t r i n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  Romanism9s c o n f u s i o n  of works 
and f a i t h ,  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and s a n c t i f i c a t i o n ,  and 
s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  and p e r f e c t i o n i s m ,  The words of  
ano ther  Lu theran  c h a r i s m a t i c  exempl i fy  t h a t  con- 
f u s i o n :  

J e s u s  s a i d ,  " ~ l e s s e d  a r e  t h e  p u r e  i n  
h e a r t  f o r  t h e y  s h a l l  s e e  God," A h o l y  
pe r son  i s  a p e r s o n  whose h e a r t  is con- 
s t a n t l y  b e i n g  c l e a n s e d  by t h e  i n s p i r a -  
t i o n  of t h e  Holy S p i r i t .  The blood of - - 
J e s u s  g i v e s  u s  a c l e a n  h e a r t ,  b u t  a p u r e  
heart  i s  one i n  which all t h e  o b s t a c l e s  
which might h i n d e r  u s  from s e e i n g  God a r e  
removed, . . . H o l i n e s s  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t i o n  
of a r e l a t i o n s h i p  and i t  i s  t h e  work o f  
t h e  Holy S p i r i t  t o  keep u s  i n  unbroken 
f e a l o w s h i p  w i t h  . . . J e s u s  s o  t h a t  we 
can  l i v e  i n  a p e r f e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
H i m  a t  a l l  t i m e s  (Voeks, A p r i l  1979,  
P *  4 1 ,  

73. Though S t .  P a u l  and L u t h e r  b o t h  warned t h a t  
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  is  l o s t  i f  i t s  c e n t r a l  

d o c t r i n e - - j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by g r a c e  through f a i t h  
a lone- - i s  compromised ( c f ,  G a l a t i a n s  5 : 4 ) ,  c h a r i s -  
m a t i c s  d o n ' t  seem t o  be concerned a s  long a s  a 
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p e r s o n  has  had t h e  correct  " s p i r i t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e . "  
Chaarisnnaties Rave made t h e i r  e x p e r j e n c e s  ( e , g ,  
""speaking j n  tonguesv ' )  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  
u n i t y  i n  place of a c o n f e s s i o n a l  u n i t y  based on 
God's  Word, 1% i s  a s  i f  t h e y  have t r ans fo rmed  
t h e  o l d  c l iche,  "1% d o e s n ' t  m a t t e r  what you be- 
l i e v e  a s  l o n g  a s  y o u ' r e  s i n c e r e "  i n t o ,  "It doesn ' t  
matter what you b e l i e v e  a s  long  a s  you 've  bad a 
s p i r i t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e , "  Praaacis Sc'naeffer sbserves:: 

t h e  o l d  P e n t e c o s t a l s  t aught  a  great  d e a l  
of b a s i c  C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n a l  c a n t e n t  . 
t h e  new Fen tecss t a l s  p u t  t h e i r  emfh-~hasls 
on the  e x t e r n a l  s i g n s  themsel.vcs irastead 
of c o n t e n t  . ., make t h e s e  external  
signs the  tes t  of f e l l o w s h i p  . * One 
can a l s o  see a p a r a l l e l  hetween h he new 
Pentecassals and t h e  l ibera ls ,  The l i b -  
e r a l  theo logians  d o n ' t  be l ieve  i n  c o n t e n t  
o r  religious t r u t h ,  . . t h e y  can enter 
i n t o  fellowship w i t h  any o t h e r  exper ience-  
o r i e n t e d  group us ing  r e l i g i o n s  l anguage  . 
. . . i n  the  new P e n t e c o s t a l i s m  . 
Quest i o n s  which have  been consi -dered impor- 
t a n t  enough t o  c a u s e  crucial.  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  
a l l  t h e  way back t o  ehe Meformaticm . + 

are  swept under  t h e  r u g ,  . . . c o n t e n t  
d o e s r r t t  m a t t e r  a s  long as t h e r e  are  exter-  
n a l  s i g n s  and r e l i g i o u s  eaotion (1972,  
pp. 15-16), 

75. Because t h e y  emphasize s p i r i t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  
c h a r i s m a t i c s  t e n d  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  

from t h e  means th rough  which He works,  God's Word. 
An example of t h i s  i s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t :  
"Martin L u t h e r  . . . d e f i e d  t h e  h e a d s  of b o t h  
church and s t a t e  on t h e  b a s i s  of h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  
of God, . . . L u t h e r  was a g r e a t  one f o r  growing. 

The Holy Sp5r i . t  S e p a r a t e d  from God's  Word ------ -- ---- 

Cl~ar iasmat ics  be1 ieve t h a t  t h e y  a r e  r e s t o r i n g  
t he  Holy S p i r i t  t o  a n e g l i g e n t  c h u r c h ' s  t each-  

I suppose  h e  l e a r n e d  i t  b o t h  from S c r i p t u r e  and 
from the  Holy S p i r i t "  (Hillmenr, J u l y  15379, pp*  
1-2), L u t h e r  d e f i e d  church  and s t a te  on t h e  b a s i s  
of God's  Word, no t  on t h e  b a s i s  of " h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  
of Sod," L u t h e r  grew i n  f a i t h  by t h e  Holy S p i r i t  
warking through S c r i p t u r e ,  no t  through t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t  andlor the  S c r i p t u r e  independen t  of each  
o t h e r ,  Indeed Luther  warned (concern ing  t h e  char -  
ismztics of h i s  day) i n  t h e  Smalcald A r t i c l e s :  

God g i v e s  no one h i s  S p i r i t  e x c e p t  
through t h e  e x t e r n a l  Word* Thus we 
s h a l l  b e  p r o t e c t e d  from t h e  e n t h u s i -  
a s t s - - t h a t  i s ,  from the s p i r i t u a l i s t s  
vho b o a s t  t h a t  t h e y  p o s s e s s  t h e  S p i r i t  
w i t h o u t  o r  b e f o r e  the  Word and who 
t h e r e f o r e  judge,  i n t e r p r e t ,  and t w i s t  
t he  S c r i p t u r e s  o r  spoken Word accord-  
%ng t o  t h e i r  p l e a s u r e ,  . . . en thus iasm 
i s  t h e  s o u r c e ,  s t r e ~ g t h ,  and power of 
a l l  h e r e s y .  . . . Accord ing ly ,  we shou ld  
and must c o n s t a n t l y  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  God 
w i l l  n o t  d e a l  w i t h  u s  e x c e p t  through h i s  
e t e r n a l  Flord and sacrament  ( T a p p e r t  1959, 
p p ,  312-313). 

iag and l i v i n g .  Yet t h i s  b e l i e f  re f l -ecks  a f a l s e  
d ichotomy nnd t h e  movement's om u n s c r i p t u r a l  em- Conc lus ion  
p h a s i s .  'The ~ ~ r o r k  of t h e  IToIy S p i r i t  i s  no? t n  
t e s t i f y  t o  Nimself b u t  t o  J e s u s  C h r i s t  th rough  t h e  76. A s  Lu the r  p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  Ward in-  
means of God8s o b j e c t i v e  Word (John 16:13-14). s t e a d  of t o  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a s  t h e  Holy 
Our f a i t h  j-s Chrfstocentric because  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  S p i r i t  t e s t i f i e s  t o  o u r  S a v i o r  i n s t e a d  of t o  
a r e  C h r i s t o c e n t r i s ,  H i m s e l f ,  s o  t h e  b e l i e v e r  w i l l  be  moved by t h e  

S p i r i t  t o  w i t n e s s  t o  Chr i s t - -no t  t o  keep h a r p i n g ,  

- 76  - 
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" I ' m  a  S p i r i t - f  i l l e d  b e l i e v e r  !'I Can you imagine 
t h e  Apos t le  P e t e r  proclaiming on Pen t ecos t ,  "Men 
of Judea,  I have j u s t  r e ce ived  t h e  f u l l n e s s  of 
t h e  S p i r i t  and t h e  g i f t  of tongues;  I want t o  
sha re  w i th  you how wonderful it i s  and what i t  
f e e l s  l i k e " ?  P e t e r  proclaimed t h e  o b j e c t i v e  mes- 
sage of C h r i s t  c r u c i f i e d  and r i s e n  accord ing  t o  
God's promises (Acts 2 ) .  None of t h e  a p o s t l e s  
po in ted  t o  t h e i r  own f e e l i n g s  bu t  "With g r e a t  
power t h e  a p o s t l e s  gave w i tne s s  t o  t h e  r e su r r ec -  
t i o n  of t h e  Lord ~ e . s u s "  (Acts 4 : 3 3 ) .  It was t h e  
proclamation of C h r i s t ' s  gospel--not e x c i t i n g  
exper iences  o r  t h e  t e l l i n g  of them--that tu rned  
t h e  world ups ide  dom, 

73, And i t  i s  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e  gospel--not e c s t a t i c  
speech or our  own. undependable fee l ings- -  

that w i l l  s t r eng then  f a i t h  and a s s u r e  of u s  s a l -  
v a t i o n  and God's g r ace  i n  Chr i s t :  

The cha r i sma t i c  movement encourages 
C h r i s t i a n s  t o  look  f o r  comfort no t  t o  
t h e  c r o s s  of C h r i s t ,  n o t  t o  t h e  wash- 
i ng  of baptism, no t  t o  t h e  body and 
blood of our Lord i n  t h e  Sacrament, 
no t  t o  t h e  Word of abso lu t i on ,  bu t  t o  
themselves,  the i r  o m  p raye r s ,  t h e i r  
own s t r u g g l e s ,  t h e i r  own exper ience .  
Resu l t ?  M r ,  Smith beg ins  t o  doubt t h e  
l ove  of J e s u s  because h i s  p r a y e r s  f o r  
a s p e c i a l  exper ience  seem t o  go un- 
answered, M r s .  Jones  ques t i ons  Cod's 
f o rg ivenes s  because she  s t i l l  s i n s  
a f t e r  h e r   a apt ism i n  t h e  S p i r i t . "  
P ious  C h r i s t i a n  people  begin t o  ques- 
t i o n  t h e  g r ace  of God and t h e i r  f a i t h  
i n  C h r i s t  simply because they s t i l l  
y e l l  a t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  they s t i l l  d i s -  
honor t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  they s t i l l  f e e l  
t h e  p r e s s i n g  l oad  of s i n .  A l l  t h e s e  

f e e l i n g s  of g u i l t  a r e  caused by t h e  
f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  t h e  "Baptism i n  
the S p i r i t  wi l l  s o l v e  s p i r i t u a l  prob- 
lems, The Lutheran Church on t h e  o t h e r  
hand, h a s  always taught  i n  accord with  
t h e  B i b l e  t h a t  ~ n l y  the Word of fo r -  
giveness can remove t h e  g u i l t  which 
otherwise would Pea$ t o  d e s p a i r  (Preus ,  
September-October 1980, p.  3 ) *  

7 8 -  I n  s p i t e  of the IIoly S p i r i P s  tes t imony i n  
the Scripcrawes, charissaatics i n s i s t  t h a t  

t h e i r  "mngues-speaking" is a s i g n  t h a t  t h e  
ch~:rch i s  b e i n g  s t i r r e d  by f i r e r  of r e v i v a l i s m ,  
'9 1 Fircg'  8s a favorsr".te symbol of the charismatic 
movenenk  And perhaps R e v e l a t i o n ' s  " f i r e  come 
doim tram heaven to earth i n  the s i g h t  of men'' 
(13:13) i s  an a p p r o p r i a t e  p i c t u r e  of t h e  f a l s e  
revivalism and ecumenicism t h a t  have been pursued 
by r a e o - p ~ n t e c c j s t a ~ i s t s ~  The S c r i p t u r e s  also use  
'Yfire" 'as a synho i  s f  c o u n t e r f e i t  s i g n s  which 
mark r e l i g i o u s  and s p i r i t u a l  decep t ions ,  Many , 

t h i n k  ic t o  be  a lmost  blasphemy t o  speak a g a i n s t  
the tongues movement, B u L  ,on t h e  basis of God's 
Word, w e  can do no l e s s  today when t h e  g r e a t  
issues ef the  Reformation are aga in  being d e b a t e d ,  
We are to judge t h e  f r u i t s  ( t h a t  is, t h e  t e ach ings )  
of t h e  charismatic movement t o  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  
For C h r i s t i a n s  t o d a y  d o n ' t  need new r e v e l a t i o n s  o r  
experiences; they need t o  unders tand what God h a s  
a l r eady  revea led  i n  H i s  Word, 
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